
“Full Armor of God: Word of God” from Ephesians 6:17b-20 
Pastor Michael Head – Sunday, May 17, 2020 

Skyline Southern Baptist Church, Branson, Missouri 

1 
Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

The Sword of the Spirit (6:17b) 
…6:17band the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
 Jesus’ Sword 

 It isn’t your sword. The power isn’t in your words. You 
  must rely fully on another. 

 “…pay attention, you peoples from afar.  
  The LORD called Me from the womb;  
  From the body of My mother He named Me. 
  He has made My mouth like a sharp sword, 
  In the shadow of His hand He has concealed Me”
  (Isaiah 49:1-2).1 

 Jesus told the disciples that He came to bring a sword 
  upon the earth (Matthew 10:34), and a double-edged 
  sword out of the mouth of Jesus (Revelation 1:16; 
  2:16; 19:15). 

 The Holy Spirit 
 Spiritual warfare can only be successfully engaged by the 

  work of the Holy Spirit, since the enemies we face in 
  this battle are “the spirit that is now working in the 
  sons of disobedience” (2:2) and “the spiritual  
  forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” (6:12).2 

 Ephesians is a letter focused on the Holy Spirit (1:13,17; 
  2:2,18,22; 3:5,16; 4:3,4,23,30; 5:18; 6:17,18). 

 The Means of God’s Warfare 
 Against the strongholds in us (Hebrews 4:12). 
 Against the temptation of the devil. 

o Jesus’ battle with the devil in the temptation, like 
  Eve’s temptation, was centered on the Word 
  of God. 

o He faced this temptation after the Spirit  
  descended on Him at His baptism. 

 
1 See also Isaiah 11:4. 
2 In Ephesians, “heavenly places” describes the non-physical, or 
spiritual, realm (1:3,20; 2:6; 3:10; 5:6:12). 
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o It’s important to note that the devil himself quoted 
  Scripture to Jesus (Psalm 91:11-12, quoted 
  in Matthew 4:6; Luke 4:10-11). The  
  difference is that the devil applies the  
  Scripture in a man-centered way. 

o Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 6:13 (Matthew 4:10; 
  Luke 4:8), 6:16 (Matthew 4:7; Luke 4:12), 
  and 8:3 (Matthew 4:4; Luke 4:4). Jesus  
  applies the Scriptures in a man-humbling, 
  God-exalting way. 

 The difference between ῥῆμα and λόγος. 
o This word is that which is spoken. 
o This is why the service of the Word in the  

  gathering of the local congregation is so  
  important. 

o The Bible explicitly attaches promises of God’s 
  working power to the Word alone. 

o Matthew 4:4; Joh 3:34; 6:63; Acts 10:44. 
 What temptations or battles are you facing now? What 

  weapons are you using to fight them? The witness of 
  the Bible is that we are to use Scripture in our battles. 
  This doesn’t mean using Scripture to put people  
  down or win arguments. I’m talking personally. Do 
  you know what passages speak to your battle? Are 
  you regularly meditating on these passages and  
  lifting them up to God in prayer? 

 

Prayer in the Spirit (6:18) 
6:18With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with 
this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all 
the saints… 

 Wielding the Armor 
 I like how the KJV shows this connection:  

  “…take…the sword of the Spirit,  
  which is the word of God:   
  Praying always     
  with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.” 
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 Both the grammar and the repetition of the word “Spirit” 
  between verses 18 and 19 clue us in to the  
  connection between the ideas Paul is teaching. 

 Our prayers are Spirit-sword prayers when they are  
  prayers rich in Scripture, praying the very will of God 
  as revealed in the Scripture. 

 Continual Prayer 
 Paul frequently describes prayer as a continuous activity, 

  either of himself (Romans 1:9; 1 Corinthians 1:4; 
  Philippians 1:4; 1 Thessalonians 1:2), or something 
  he commands for all believers (Romans 12:12;  
  Ephesians 5:20; Philippians 4:6; Colossians 4:2; 
  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). 

 In the Spirit 
 The phrase “in the Spirit” is a frequent one in the N.T.3 

 Alert 
 This is literally to be sleepless, but is a figure of speech 

  describing a watchfulness as when someone might 
  be on alert in the middle of the night (instead of  
  sleeping).4 

 All the Saints 
 Notice that it is not a self-centered prayerfulness. 
 Prayer on the offense: whatever your needs are, pray that 

  God answers that need in the lives of others. 
 
 

 
3 It is first used to describe our baptism in the Spirit (Matthew 3:11; 
Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33; Acts 1:5; 11:16). See also      
Matthew 12:28,36; 22:43; Mark 1:23; 5:2; Luke 1:17; 2:27; 4:1;    
John 4:23-24; Acts 19:21; Romans 1:9; 2:29; 8:9; 9:1; 14:17; 15:16;   
1 Corinthians 4:21; 6:11,20; 12:3,9,13; 2 Corinthians 6:6;      
Galatians 6:1; Ephesians 2:18,22; 3:5; 5:18; 6:18; Philippians 1:27; 
Colossians 1:8; 1 Thessalonians 1:5; 1 Timothy 3:16; 4:12;                
1 Peter 1:12; Jude 20; Revelation 1:10; 4:2; 17:3; 21:10. 
4 See also Mark 13:33; Luke 21:36. 
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Prayer for the Sword (6:19-20) 
…6:19and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the 
opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the 
gospel, 6:20for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in 
proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 
 How God Uses Our Prayers 

 God appointed, called, and gifted Paul to proclaim  
  Christ.5  He uses the prayers of the saints for Paul, 
  however, as part of His work through Paul.6 The  
  prayers don’t change God’s plan, but are part of  
  God’s plan. 

 Compare with Colossians 4:2-6, where Paul includes the 
  speech of all believers in this prayer request. 

 Bold Gospel 
 Proclaiming the Gospel is the revealing of the mystery 

  (Romans 16:25-27; 1 Corinthians 2:7;   
  Colossians 1:25-29).7 

 Mystery: 1:9; 3:3,4,9; 5:32. 

 
5 “God…set me apart even from my mother’s womb and called me 
through His grace,” and “was pleased to reveal His Son in me so that 
I might preach Him among the Gentiles” (Galatians 1:15-16). 
6 An illustration might be how the prayers of the saints are used in 
Revelation 8:3-5. 
7 The O.T. background for the word “mystery” is found in         
Daniel 2:18-29,27-30,27; 4:9 (the only place in the O.T. where the 
word is used). 


