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Jesus Declared to Be King (12:12-16) 
 The King Enters Jerusalem (12:12-13) 

12:12On the next day the large crowd who had come to the feast, 
when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 12:13took the 
branches of the palm trees and went out to meet Him, and began 
to shout [as it is written in Psalm 118:25-26], “Hosanna! Blessed 
is He Who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of 
Israel.” 

 Palm branches would have been available for the Feast 
  of Tabernacles (Leviticus 23:40); because of this, in 
  the previous two centuries the palm branch had  
  become symbolic of the deliverance of oppressed 
  Jews. We see their connection with heavenly worship 
  before the throne in Revelation 7:9-17 (esp. vs. 9). 

 It was Nathaniel who had first declared Jesus to be not 
  just “Rabbi” (teacher), but also “Son of God” and 
  “King of Israel” (John 1:49). 

 In 6:1-15, the people wanted to “force” Jesus to be king, 
  but He withdrew from them. What’s the difference 
  between that moment by the Sea of Galilee and this 
  moment in Jerusalem? Then Jesus had filled them 
  with food; they wanted a king who met their earthly 
  needs. Here, Jesus is on His way to the cross to 
  meet their eternal needs. This is the role of the true 
  King. 

 Jesus’ own words on His kingship reveal a lot to us about 
  His kingdom: “My kingdom is not of this world…My 
  kingdom is not of this realm…I am a king”  
  (18:36-37). 

 In 19:15, “the chief priests” declare to Pilate, “we have 
  no king but Caesar.” Allegiance to Jesus has always 
  been (and still is) a foundationally political statement. 

 “Hosanna” is a rendering of the Hebrew phrase  
ָּנא ֹהוִׁשיָעה   , which means “save now, we beg you!” It is 
  not  a statement of praise, but a plea. Do we ask for 
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  this? Do we really desire it with the desperation  
  contained in the single word “Hosanna”? 

 Similarly, the sentence that begins “Blessed is He” is 
  also a prayer. 

o When we compare the people’s cry in 12:13 with 
  Psalm 118:26, we see that something is  
  added: “…even the King of Israel.” 

o In the Mark 11:9-10, we see an additional  
  recording of the people’s shout that day: the 
  invocation of David. Any mention of “the 
  king” or “kingdom” reminds us that Jesus is 
  the fulfillment of the Davidic covenant.1 

 This is a mark of a truly biblical people: they desire the 
 Kingdom of Christ to be made manifest in their lives and 
 in the world to the glory of God alone. It is the second 
 petition of the “Lord’s Prayer” (Matthew 6:10//Luke 11:2). 

 The Humble King (12:14-15) 
12:14Jesus, finding a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written [in 
Zechariah 9:9], 12:15“Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your 
King is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.” 

 The true King did not come in the world’s way of kings.2 
  The context of Zechariah 9 tells us three other things 
  about this coming king: 

                                                           
1 Davidic covenant: the Father’s promise through David to the Son to 
seat Him (the Son) as the Christ/Messiah, His representative King 
over heaven and earth. READ 2 Samuel 7:8-16;                                  
1 Chronicles 17:10-14; Psalm 2:1-12; 89:26-36; Isaiah 9:6-7;             
Jeremiah 33:15-17; Ezekiel 34:23-25; 37:21-18; Luke 1:31-33;     
Acts 2:30-31. Remember that Jesus Christ as “the son of David…the 
king” (Matthew 1:1,6) is a major theme of the Gospel of Matthew 
(1:1,6,20; 9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 20:30-31; 21:9,15; 22:42-45). 
2 “Jesus’ action was intended to convey the fact that the time of 
salvation described in Zechariah (and other relevant OT texts) had 
arrived.” Andreas J. Köstenberger, John (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 
Academic, 2004), pg. 371. 
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1. His coming announces the end of war (though 
  not in the way the Zealots of Jesus’ day  
  would have understood). 

2. His coming results in a proclamation of peace to 
  the all people-groups around the world. 

3. His coming is associated with the blood that  
  seals God’s covenant of forgiveness. 

 In addition to Zechariah 9:9, see also Genesis 49:10,11. 
 The O.T. Understood Through Jesus’ Glory (12:16) 

12:16These things His disciples did not understand at the first; but 
when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things 
were written of Him, and that they had done these things to Him. 

 
Discipleship Key: True citizens of God’s Kingdom 

place their trust in King Jesus alone 
for salvation, peace, security, and justice. 

 

Testifying About Jesus (12:17-19) 
12:17So the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of 
the tomb and raised him from the dead, continued to testify about 
Him. 12:18For this reason also the people went and met Him, because 
they heard that He had performed this sign. 12:19So the Pharisees said 
to one another, “You see that you are not doing any good; look, the 
world has gone after Him.” 

 This parallels 12:9-11. 
 Note this carefully: the reason “people went and met Him” is 

 because they heard the testimony of the people who 
 followed Him. Compare with John 4:39-42. 

  
Discipleship Key: The world only comes to Jesus 

through our testimony about Him. 
 

Seeing Jesus (12:20) 
12:20Now there were some Greeks among those who were going up to 
worship at the feast; 12:21these then came to Philip, who was from 
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Bethsaida of Galilee, and began to ask him, saying, “Sir, we wish to 
see Jesus.” 
 Greeks: the Goal of the Ancient Gospel 

 From the moment humanity fell into rebellion and sin 
  against God, He revealed His plan to save a people 
  “from every tribe and tongue and people and nation” 
  (Revelation 5:9) for Himself through the sacrifice of 
  His Son for their sins. 

 This was promised to Abram in Genesis 12:3. The  
  apostle Paul calls this promise “the gospel”  
  (Galatians 3:8). The Gospel, or good news, is that 
  God will draw a people unto Himself through His Son 
  out of every people-group in the world. 

 When Jesus is told these “Greeks” are seeking Him, He 
  announces that it is time for Him to “be glorified” 
  through His sacrifice on the cross for the sins of His 
  people throughout the world (John 12:23-24). 

 Seeing Jesus Now 
 READ 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:6. “Whenever a person turns 

  to the Lord” (3:16), the “veil” that prevents them 
  from rightly understanding “the reading of the old 
  covenant” (3:14) or “Moses” (3:15) is taken away. 
  You see Jesus in all of the Bible, including the Old 
  Testament. 

 As we see Him in Scripture, we “are being transformed 
  into the same image from glory to glory” (3:18). This 
  is not a mystical/emotional act. 

 We see that unbelievers (4:3) cannot understand the 
  Gospel or see Jesus because they are “blinded” in 
  their “minds…so that they may not see the light of the 
  gospel of the glory of Christ, Who is the image of 
  God” (4:4). Seeing Jesus is an understanding with 
  the mind of the Gospel as it is revealed in Scripture. 

 
Discipleship Key: The Holy Spirit uses the Scriptures 

to both reveal Jesus to us and to conform us to His image. 


