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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Introduction (13:1-2) 
13:1That day Jesus went out of the house and was sitting by the 
sea. 13:2And large crowds gathered to Him, so He got into a boat and 
sat down, and the whole crowd was standing on the beach. 

 The Gospel of Matthew is structured around five sermons, or 
 discourses, of Jesus (5:3-27; 10:5-42; 13:3-52; 18:1-35; 
 23:1-25:46). This is the third. 

 

Parable (13:3-9) 
 Introducing the Parables of the Kingdom (13:3a) 

13:3aAnd He spoke many things to them in parables, saying… 
 We’ll talk more about Jesus’ motivation to teach in 

 parables next week (13:10-17). 
 A parable is a saying or story that requires thought and 

 understanding to reach beyond its surface meaning. 
 Parable of the Four Soils (13:3b-8) 

13:3b“Behold, the sower went out to sow; 13:4and as he sowed, 
some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate them 
up. 13:5Others fell on the rocky places, where they did not have 
much soil; and immediately they sprang up, because they had no 
depth of soil. 13:6But when the sun had risen, they were scorched; 
and because they had no root, they withered away. 13:7Others fell 
among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them out. 
13:8And others fell on the good soil and yielded a crop, some 
a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.” 

 READ Mark 4:13. The parable of the sower is a sort of 
 “master parable,” giving us insight into all of them. 

 The emphasis is on the four different types of soil. 
 Hearing Ears (13:9) 

13:9“He who has ears, let him hear.” 
 This will be further explained in 13:14-15, but the 

 disciples of Jesus are the ones who truly have 
 “ears” to “hear” the meaning of the parable 
 (13:16-17). 
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The book of 
Proverbs in 

the O.T. was 
given, in part, 

“for 
understanding 
a proverb or a 

parable” 
(1:6, CSB). 

The key? 1:7. 

Explaining the Parable (13:18-23) 
 The Sower (13:18) 

13:18“Hear then the parable of the sower.” 
 The explanation is only given to the disciples (13:10). 

 Understanding comes to those who earnestly desire 
 it. Remember the Proverbs: 

o “Incline your heart to understanding” (2:2). 
o “Lift your voice for understanding” (2:3). 
o “Give attention that you may gain 

 understanding” (4:1). 
o “Acquire understanding!” (4:5). 
o “…get understanding” (4:7). 
o “Incline your ear to my understanding” (5:1). 
o “Call understanding your intimate friend” (7:4). 
o “Proceed in the way of understanding” (9:6). 
o “Get wisdom and instruction and 

 understanding” (23:23). 
 God is called a sower in Jeremiah 31:27-28 and 

 Hosea 2:23, but it is Isaiah 55:10-11 that most comes 
 to mind: God’s Word will always accomplish and 
 succeed at His purpose for it, no matter the 
 resistance. In the parable of the wheat and tares, 
 Jesus explains that “the one who sows the good seed 
 is the Son of Man” (13:37). 

 All four categories of people “hear the word.” 
o Everyone needs to hear the Word. 
o The commission is on all of us to share the Word. 

 The First Soil: Stolen Word (13:19) 
13:19“When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has 
been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown 
beside the road.” 

 The “seed” is “the word of the kingdom.” This is the 
 message of John the Baptist (3:2), and the message 
 Jesus has been preaching since the beginning 
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 (4:17,23). It is the message He sends His disciples 
 out to preach (10:7). 

 The “word of the kingdom” is that, through Christ, God is 
 revealing His reign over all, and is beginning His plan 
 of redeeming a people out of His judgment of the 
 world. Psalm 2 describes this for us in song form. 

 Compare with 2 Corinthians 4:3-4; 2 Timothy 2:26. 
 Deliverance from “the evil one” is to be part of a 

 disciple’s daily prayer (6:13). Not only does he take 
 the Word away from people, he sows his “sons” into 
 the world (13:38). 

 Every time the Word is presented, there is a spiritual 
 battle that takes place. As believers, we must hear in 
 prayerful reliance on God. 

 The Second Soil: Temporary, Fruitless Hearing 
  of the Word (13:20-21) 

13:20“The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is 
the man who hears the word and immediately receives it with 
joy; 13:21yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, 
and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, 
immediately he falls away.” 

 The “joy” this person shows certainly makes him/her 
 seem like they have been saved by faith. This one, 
 however, was never converted by the Word. A true 
 disciple never ceases from belief or following Jesus; 
 they endure to the end (10:22; 24:13). 

 The Holy Spirit does produce joy in a believer’s life.1 His 
 work through the Word, however, is not to entertain 
 us, increase our self-esteem, or even to make us 
 happy. READ 2 Timothy 3:16-17.  
 Compare with Ezekiel 33:30-32. 

 
1 God the Holy Spirit is the divine, personal Source for a joy that has 
nothing to do with our worldly circumstances. Take a minute to 
READ aloud these verses on the Holy Spirit and joy: Acts 13:52; 
Romans 14:17; 15:13; Galatians 5:22; 1 Thessalonians 1:6. 
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 Notice that the “affliction or persecution arises” 
 specifically because of “the word.” 

 The Third Soil: The Word Crowded Out (13:22) 
13:22“And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this 
is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world and 
the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes 
unfruitful.” 

 Compare with 6:19-33. 
 In Mark 4:19 we read that “the desires for other things” 

  also choke out the Word, and in Luke 8:14 it is the 
  “pleasures of this life.” 

 This person may claim to be a believer, but is actually a 
  functional atheist. 

 The Fourth Soil: The Word Understood and Fruitful
  (13:23) 

13:23“And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is 
the man who hears the word and understands it; who indeed 
bears fruit and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and 
some thirty.” 

 “Understanding” is not just intellectual, but is a lifestyle 
 commitment to the “word of the kingdom.” 

 The different levels of fruitfulness remind us that we are 
 not to compare ourselves to others; the Lord brings 
 about different levels of fruitfulness where He will (for 
 “hundredfold,” see Genesis 26:12). 

 Matthew has written of “fruit” before: 
o True repentance has “fruit” (3:8-10). 
o False teachers are judged by their “fruit” 

 (7:15-20) – which includes doing God’s Law 
 in relationship with Christ (7:21-23) and 
 obeying Christ’s words (7:24-27). 

o Our words about Christ are “fruit” (12:33-37). 
 Compare with John 15:5-7; 1 Corinthians 3:5-9. 
 Jesus intends for His disciples to examine themselves for 

 their responsiveness to His Word. This 
 responsiveness (“fruit”) will be evident, not secret. 


