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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Proclaiming Under Pressure (10:16-23) 
 Shepherded Through the Valley (10:16-20) 

10:16“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be 
shrewd as serpents and innocent as doves. 10:17But beware of men, 
for they will hand you over to the courts and scourge you in their 
synagogues; 10:18and you will even be brought before governors 
and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. 
10:19But when they hand you over, do not worry [10:26,28,31] 
about how or what you are to say; for it will be given you in that 
hour what you are to say. 10:20For it is not you who speak, but it 
is the Spirit of your Father Who speaks in you [10:32].” 

 Jesus is warning all believers throughout this Gospel 
 Age. It is hardship specifically because of Jesus (“for 
 My sake,” see also 10:22,39). 

 “Sheep.” They are naturally weak and defenseless. 
 “Wolves.” The Bible frequently labels anti-Christian 

 persecution as bestial, from Daniel 7 to Paul’s “wild 
 beasts” (1 Corinthians 15:32) to the beasts of the 
 Revelation. See also Matthew 7:15; Acts 20:28-29. 

 “Serpents.” For “shrewd,” we might also say, “careful 
 with wisdom.” See 7:24; 24:45; 25:2-9. 

 “Doves.” Our “shrewdness” does not mean “worldly.” We 
 are not to have our wise, careful, Christ-relying 
 mission intermingled with worldliness.   
 See Romans 16:19; Philippians 2:15. 

 Rejoice: God is present with His people in their 
 pressured proclamation. Here, it is the “Spirit of 
 the Father” (10:20); in Mark 13:11 it is the “Holy 
 Spirit,” and in Luke 21:15 it is Jesus Himself. In 
 other words, the three Persons of the one true God 
 are present with those giving witness to Him. 

 The Dividing Name (10:21-22) 
10:21“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; 
and children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put 
to death [10:28,38-39]. 10:22You will be hated by all because of My 
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name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be 
saved.” 

 READ 1 Timothy 4:1; 2 Timothy 4:3. 
 Jesus redefines true family in Matthew 12:46-50. 
 Rejoice: Perseverance in the faith holds the promise 

 of salvation. Those who are truly saved will remain 
 believers throughout their lives. There are those who 
 falsely confess and fall away because they never 
 truly believed. 

 The Messengers of the King (10:23) 
10:23“But whenever they persecute you in one city, flee to the next; 
for truly I say to you, you will not finish going through the cities 
of Israel until the Son of Man comes.” 

 Compare with 10:13b-15. 
 Jesus is invoking Daniel 7:13, where “One like a Son of 

 Man was coming.”1 READ Daniel 7:13-14. This is not 
 the second coming of Christ to earth on the Day of 
 Judgment. This is Jesus, victorious over death, 
 ascended to heaven and presented before the 
 Father, where He is enthroned in the highest place of 
 authority over all. At this point the exclusive mission 
 to the Jews is done and the Gospel goes to the 
 nations in the power of the Holy Spirit (the story of 
 the book of Acts, and the story of which we ourselves 
 are a part). 

 Rejoice: Our King is greater than the kingdoms of 
 this age, and greater than any opposition to the 
 Gospel mission. 

 

Proclaiming in a Truth-Darkened Age (10:24-33) 
 God Is Called the Devil (10:24-25) 

10:24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his 
master. 10:25It is enough for the disciple that he become like his 

 
1 He will cite Daniel 7 seven times in Matthew (10:23; 16:27-28; 
19:28; 24:30; 25:31; 26:64; 28:18). 
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teacher, and the slave like his master. If they have called the head 
of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign the 
members of his household!” 

 In this age, good is called evil and evil is called good 
 (Isaiah 5:20). 

 See 9:34; 12:24. READ John 15:18-27. 
 Rejoice: We are not alone; we share the experience 

 of our Master. 
 Fearless Declaration of the Truth (10:26-31) 

10:26“Therefore do not fear them, for there is nothing concealed 
that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 
10:27What I tell you in the darkness, speak in the light; and what 
you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim upon the housetops. 
10:28Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the 
soul; but rather fear Him Who is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell. 10:29Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet 
not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 
10:30But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 10:31So do 
not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows.” 

 Rejoice: We are precious to the Father. This is a 
 powerful statement about the Father’s providence in 
 all things! 

 Confession on Earth and in Heaven (10:32-33) 
10:32“Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also 
confess him before My Father Who is in heaven. 10:33But whoever 
denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father 
Who is in heaven.” 

 Rejoice: Jesus declares the name of His witnesses 
 before the Father with honor. 

 

From Sword and Cross to Reward (10:34-42) 
 Jesus Brings a Sword (10:34-36) 

10:34“Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did 
not come to bring peace, but a sword. 10:35For I came to set a man 
against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a 
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daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 10:36and a man’s 
enemies will be the members of his household.” 

 Jesus came to bring us peace with God by faith in Him, 
 but the message of the Gospel divides the world of 
 believers from the world of unbelievers. 

 In 10:35-36 Jesus alludes to Micah 7:6. 
Values (10:37-39) 
10:37“He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy 
of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not 
worthy of Me. 10:38And he who does not take his cross and follow 
after Me is not worthy of Me. 10:39He who has found his life will 
lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find it.” 

 10:38 is the first use of the word “cross” in Matthew 
 (compare with 16:24). 

 Rejoice: What this world regards as death is actually 
 true life. 

 Reward (10:40-42) 
10:40“He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me 
receives Him Who sent Me. 10:41He who receives a prophet in the 
name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; and he who 
receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall 
receive a righteous man’s reward. 10:42And whoever in the name 
of a disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold 
water to drink, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward.” 

 We are reminded here of the importance of receiving the 
 word of the apostles (the New Testament): 
 receive the N.T. → the Son → the Father. 

 Rejoice: There is great reward for receiving Christ 
 and His messengers. 

 

Jesus Continues His Mission (11:1) 
11:1When Jesus had finished giving instructions to His twelve 
disciples, He departed from there to teach and preach in their cities. 

 Jesus tells us that He came into the world to preach 
 (Mark 1:38//Luke 4:43). 


