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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Prayer to Small Gods for Small Reward (6:5) 
6:5“When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love 
to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that 
they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in 
full.” 

 When You Pray 
 This section on prayer is part of Jesus’ teaching on how 

 His followers are to practice their righteousness (6:1). 
 The first way to practice righteousness taught by 
 Jesus was giving (6:2-4). He now turns to the second 
 way His followers practice righteousness: prayer 
 (6:5-15). 

 The Prayer of the Hypocrite: Man Is His God 
 Jesus is not condemning the posture (“to stand”) of the 

 prayer of the “hypocrites.”1 Jesus condemns the 
 motivation of their prayers. He will level this same 
 accusation against them later: “…for a pretense you 
 make long prayers” (23:14//Mark 12:40//Luke 20:47). 

 We must use Jesus’ own definition of “hypocrite” (23:28): 
 “…you…outwardly appear righteous to men, but 
 inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.” 

 Jesus describes the heart of such prayers: “Two 
 men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 
 and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and 
 was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I 
 am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, 
 adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice 
 a week; I pay tithes of all that I get’”  
 (Luke 18:10-12). While he makes a pretense of 
 praying to “God,” he was actually “praying…to 
 himself.” 

                                                           
1 There are several examples of prayer while standing in the Bible     
(1 Samuel 1:26; Nehemiah 9:4; Jeremiah 18:20; Mark 11:25). 
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 Prayer motivated by a desire for reward from men is a 
 prayer to men, not to God. This is the default of 
 humanity lost in its sins. In Romans 1:21-23, we read 
 that humanity (though it knows God exists), refuses 
 to “honor Him as God or give thanks,” and, in the 
 self-imposed spiritual darkness of their minds, 
 “exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an 
 image in the form of corruptible man.” Apart from 
 Christ, human beings will worship a god in their own 
 image.2 

 We can also be guilty of the type of prayer Jesus warns 
 against even when we are alone – when we are 
 impressed with our own righteousness or 
 performance in prayer. Prayer filled with self-
 satisfaction or pride is a performance in which we are 
 both the performer and the audience.3 

 As in 6:2,16, if you are seeking the “glory” or attention of 
 men, that is all you’ll get (see also John 12:43). It 
 doesn’t last long, and will never satisfy the human 
 soul. 

 
Discipleship Key: If your Christian devotion is done 

to earn anything from man, it’s not Christian. 
 

Seeking God the Father (6:6) 
6:6“But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door 
and pray to your Father Who is in secret, and your Father Who sees 
what is done in secret will reward you.” 

 This language is echoed from 2 Kings 4:33; Isaiah 26:20. 
 Jesus Himself is frequently described as praying in solitude.4 

                                                           
2 This is a violation of the first three of the Ten Commandments 
(Exodus 20:3-7//Deuteronomy 5:7-11). 
3 Compare with Deuteronomy 27:15. 
4 Matthew 14:23; 26:36-44; Mark 1:35; 6:46; 14:32-39; Luke 5:16; 
6:12; 9:18; 22:39-45. 
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 Meditate on praying to the God Who is in secret: 
 Psalm 27:4,5; 31:1-5,19,20; 32:1-7; 61:1-4; 91:1-16; 
 119:113-120; Song of Songs 2:14 (compare with 
 Exodus 33:17-23);  

 Church Prayer-Gatherings 
 Jesus Himself uttered public prayers (Matthew 11:25; 

 14:19; Mark 6:41; Luke 11:1; John 11:41-42). In fact, 
 the model prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) is in the plural, 
 implying a corporate prayer. 

 The early church devoted itself to corporate prayer 
 (Acts 2:42). We have many examples of public 
 prayers in the Bible (1 Kings 8:22-53;   
 2 Chronicles 20:5-12; Ezra 8:21–23; 9:1–15;  
 Acts 4:24-30; 12:12-17; 13:1-3; 14:23; 20:36; 21:5). 

 The sick are commanded to call upon “the elders of the 
 church” for prayer and anointing with oil 
 (James 5:13-18). 

 Even in prayer meetings or corporate prayer, we are to 
 pray sincerely from the heart, and not to build 
 ourselves up as “righteous” in the sight of the 
 congregation or gathered saints. 

 Pray to Your Father: a Trinitarian Concept of Prayer 
 There is one God. Scripture tells us that in this one God 

 there are three equal, eternal Persons Who are each 
 fully God. God is not divided, but has personal 
 distinctions in Himself. As we pray to God, we 
 interact with and are helped by the three Persons of 
 the one true God.5 

                                                           
5 “…the whole threefold life of the three-personal Being is actually 
going on in that ordinary little bedroom where an ordinary man is 
saying his prayers.” C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (New York: 
Macmillan, 1943), pg. 143. 
“You don’t have to get your Trinitarian theology all sorted out before 
you can pray to the Trinity. Our God hears prayers. He does not wait 
for us to pass the theology test before He listens to us 

“Jesus’ Mountain Sermon: Prayer Is Not Entertainment,” 
from Matthew 6:5-6 (NASB) 

Pastor Michael Head – Sunday, April 7, 2019 
Skyline Southern Baptist Church, Branson, Missouri 

4 
Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

 
 We pray to God the Father. 
 We pray in God the Son.6 Because of the infinite distance 

 between a perfectly holy God and sinful human 
 beings, all true prayer requires a mediator accepted 
 by God (1 Timothy 2:5). Only in the Son of the Father 
 is God a Father to us; we relate to God as Father by 
 faith-union with the Son (3:17). “We, though 
 unworthy, yet for Christ’s sake, are certainly heard by 
 God.”7 Jesus is in heaven, at the throne of God, 
 taking our needs before the Father, and, by the Spirit, 
 meeting those needs in us (Romans 8:34; 
 Hebrews 7:25; 1 John 2:1). This is what it means to 
 pray in Jesus’ name: coming before God on the basis 
 of the Son’s worthiness and work, and none of our 
 own! 

 We pray by God the Holy Spirit, Who dwells in all who 
 trust Jesus alone for salvation. It is by His presence 
 in us as the “Spirit of adoption” that we even call on 
 God in prayer as “our Father” (Romans 8:15; 
 Galatians 4:4). He “intercedes” for us when we don’t 
 know how to pray (Zechariah 12:10;  
 Romans 8:26-27). 

 
Discipleship Key: The simplest prayer is a touch 

of the infinitely incomprehensible God. 

                                                           
praying…whether or not we understand the doctrine of the Trinity, 
God has His Trinitarian theology in good working order before we 
show up, and our prayers are founded on the Father, the Son, and the 
Spirit.” Fred Sanders, The Deep Things of God: How the Trinity 
Changes Everything (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), pg. 211. 
6 John 14:14; 15:16; 16:23,24,26. 
7 The Orthodox Catechism (Q.35), written by Baptist pastor Hercules 
Collins (1646-1702). 


