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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Introduction (13:53) 
13:53When Jesus had finished these parables, He departed from there.1 

  “He departed from there…” This is the first time since 4:13 
 that Jesus leaves the lake country and heads back to the 
 hill country of His early life. 

 The two narratives we’re going to look at today both 
 contribute to the theme of resistance to Jesus and His 
 message of the Kingdom of heaven. 

 

Offended by the God Who Humbles Himself
 (13:54-58) 
 Offended by the King (13:54-57a) 

13:54He came to His hometown and began teaching them in their 
synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, “Where did 
this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers? 13:55Is not 
this the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary, and His 
brothers, James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 13:56And His 
sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this man get all 
these things?” 13:57aAnd they took offense at Him. 

 Remember the beatitude of 11:6. 
 Compare this section to where the narrative left off before 

  the “Parable Sermon” of chapter 13. In 12:46-50, 
  Jesus’ “mother and brothers” come to speak to Him. 
  It is there the Lord redefines family relationships in 
  light of the Kingdom among His disciples.2 

 Unbelief and Everyday Life (13:57b) 
13:57bBut Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor 
except in his hometown and in his own household.” 

 Unbelieving presumptions: 
o God is not present in the common (John 6:42). 

 
1 “When Jesus had finished…” Compare with 7:28-29; 11:1. 
2 James would go on to be a significant leader in the Jerusalem 
Church until his martyrdom in A.D. 62 (he would also author the 
letter bearing his name). “Judas” is the author of the letter of Jude. 
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o God only uses the worldly powerful and wise. 
 Miracles can’t open the eyes of the spiritually blind. 

 Unbelief and God’s Judgment (13:58) 
13:58And He did not do many miracles there because of their 
unbelief. 

 Nazareth joins Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum in 
  unbelief – despite the evidence (11:20-24). 

 Belief in the divine power at work in Jesus has been the 
  criterion for His miracles throughout this Gospel.3

  Jesus works among those who believe.4 
 

Jesus’ Herald Passes Away (14:1-12) 
 Mistaken Identity (14:1-2) 

14:1At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the news about Jesus, 
14:2and said to his servants, “This is John the Baptist; he has risen 
from the dead, and that is why miraculous powers are at work in 
him.” 

 There are seven members of the Herod family mentioned 
  in the N.T. This Herod, Herod Antipas, is youngest 
  son of Herod the Great, and is the Herod ruling  
  during the ministries of John the Baptist and Jesus. 
  He will also play a role in Jesus’ trial (Luke 23:6-12). 

 While Jesus’ own townspeople are looking for excuses 
  not to believe in Him, news of Jesus was spreading 
  throughout Galilee. 

 The rumor that Jesus is a resurrected John the Baptist 
  comes back again in 16:14. 

 We are told that John is now “dead.” He was imprisoned 
  but alive in 11:2-3. 

 Proclaiming Biblical Marriage (14:3-5) 
14:3For when Herod had John arrested, he bound him and put 
him in prison because of Herodias, the wife of his brother 

 
3 8:10,13,26; 9:2,22,28-29; 14:31; 15:28; 17:20; 21:21-22. 
4 By the way, Jesus never accuses His disciples of being without faith; 
He rebukes them for having “little faith” (6:30; 8:26; 14:31; 16:8). 
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Philip.5 13:4For John had been saying to him, “It is not lawful for 
you to have her.” 13:5Although Herod wanted to put him to death, 
he feared the crowd, because they regarded John as a prophet. 

 “Herodias…was married to Herod [Philip]…Herodias took 
  upon her to confound the laws of our country, and 
  divorce herself from her husband while he was alive, 
  and was married to Herod [Antipas], her husband’s 
  brother by the father’s side; he was tetrarch of  
  Galilee.”6 

 Not only did Herod Antipas and Herodias’ marriage  
  violate the O.T. Law against relatives and marriage 
  (Leviticus 18:16; 20:21), it was the result of two  
  divorces. Jesus has already taught on divorce in 
  5:31-32. 

 It’s important to note two things at this point: 
o “Taking a stand for biblical marriage” means  

  more than saying, “marriage is the union of 
  one man and one woman.” 

o John spoke truth to power. “It is not lawful…” 
  John was not speaking of man’s law, but of 
  God’s Law. Sin is defined by God in His  
  Word. Our preferences, experiences, and 
  opinions don’t define sin. Confessing and 
  proclaiming the Bible’s definition of sin will be 
  unpopular in the world, and increasingly, in 
  the church. There will be a cost. 

 Herod’s fear of killing John because of His popularity is 
  shared by the “chief priests and the Pharisees”  

 
5 Not the same “Philip” as another son of Herod the Great (by a 
different mother than Antipas), who was a “tetrarch” of a region 
north of Galilee (Luke 3:1).  
6 Josephus (A.D. 37-100), Antiquities of the Jews, 18.5.4. Antipas’ 
divorce from his first wife to marry Herodias resulted in a border 
conflict with that wife’s father, a nearby king. This dispute eventually 
involved Rome. Herod and Herodias are ultimately banished to Gaul 
(modern-day France) in A.D. 39. 
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  concerning Jesus (21:46). The connection between 
  the fate of John and Jesus is also mentioned in  
  17:12. 

 The World’s Hatred for God’s Law (14:6-12) 
13:6But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of Herodias 
danced before them and pleased Herod, 13:7so much that he 
promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked. 13:8Having 
been prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me here on a 
platter the head of John the Baptist.” 13:9Although he was grieved, 
the king commanded it to be given because of his oaths, and 
because of his dinner guests. 13:10He sent and had John beheaded 
in the prison. 13:11And his head was brought on a platter and 
given to the girl, and she brought it to her mother. 13:12His 
disciples came and took away the body and buried it; and they 
went and reported to Jesus. 

 Contrast this dark “birthday…dinner” with the feast  
  Jesus gives in 14:13-21. 

 If the forerunner of Christ was treated this way, Christ’s 
  followers should not expect anything different  
  (10:21-22,39; 24:9). Jason taught us in the last  
  Evening Worship time that sometimes we hear  
  Scriptures preached and taught not because we need 
  it today, but because we will need it in the future. 

 John is the first saint of the Gospel Age to be martyred. 
 
“Death, the temporary end of physical life, is not the worst enemy of 

humanity. Alienation from God is. And thus those who murdered John 
are far more pitiable than is John himself. In this instance, to be 

‘dead’ is more blessed than to be ‘alive’; for the one murdered truly 
lives, while those who murdered him are in reality the dead.”7 

 
“…the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 6:23). 

 
7 Donald A. Hagner, Matthew 14-28 (Dallas, TX: Word Books, 
1995), pg. 413. 


