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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Loving God 
means 
obeying 
what He 

commands 
(Ex. 20:6; 

Deut. 5:10; 
30:16; 

Joshua 22:5; 
Neh. 1:5; 

John 
14:15,21; 

15:10;          
1 John 5:3). 

God’s Law Endures for Jesus Followers (5:17,18) 
5:17“Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did 
not come to abolish but to fulfill. 5:18For truly I say to you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall 
pass from the Law until all is accomplished.” 
 Law-Fulfiller 

 Jesus’ teaching was not novel or innovative. The  
  Christian faith is not a different religion than the Old 
  Testament; it is the fullness of the O.T. religion.1 

 How did Jesus fulfill the Law and the Prophets? 
o Jesus did what had never been done: He obeyed 

  the moral Law perfectly in every way. He was 
  sinless (sin is defined by the standard of 
  God’s Law, 1 John 3:4). In Christ, and by His 
  Spirit (Romans 8:4), followers of Jesus now 
  obey God’s moral Law. 

o As the perfectly sinless one, Jesus died on the 
  cross as a substitute for sinners, fulfilling the 
  sacrificial and ceremonial laws.2 These laws 
  exist now to teach us about Jesus’ sacrifice 
  for us (since they are symbolic of that  
  sacrifice). 

o Under the old covenant, God’s people were a 
  nation made up of a specific ethnic group 
  (the Jews of Israel). That covenant has  
  passed away. Under the new covenant in 
  Jesus Christ, God’s people are a spiritual 
  nation (1 Peter 2:9) made up of peoples  
  scattered throughout all the earthly nations 

                                                           
1 For passages that describe Christ as the goal of the O.T.,          
READ Luke 24:27,44-49; John 5:39; Acts 26:22,23; 28:23. Paul 
teaches that the O.T. can only be rightly understood by those who are 
in Christ (2 Corinthians 3:14-16). 
2 Jesus Himself signals the passing of the ceremonial Law          
(Mark 7:19). 
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  and ethnicities (Revelation 5:9). Jesus  
  fulfilled the civil commands of the Law. These 
  laws now exist to teach us principles of God’s 
  wisdom and judgment.3 

 Rightly Understanding the Prophets 
 The O.T. Prophets preached the Law of God, applying its 

  standards, warnings, and promises to specific people 
  at specific times.4 Even in their foretelling, they  
  primarily foretold what the Law had already promised 
  for the future. 

 Law’s Fulfillment in the New Covenant in Christ 
 The first promise of the new covenant is that God would 

  write His Law in us (Jeremiah 31:31-33).5 With the 
  cup of the Lord’s Supper we lay claim to our part in 
  this covenant as followers of Jesus (Luke 22:20;  
  1 Corinthians 11:25). 

 The Steadfast Word 
 While everything is continually changing and passing 

  away in this world, God’s Word is unchanging and 
  enduring.6 

 The unbelieving world recoils in shock today when  
  anyone stands on the Word of God as their standard 
  for truth and worldview; believers and churches are 
  constantly tempted to compromise the Word to  
  remain acceptable to the world. 

 
Discipleship Key: The whole Bible is about Jesus. 

                                                           
3 Paul does this in 1 Corinthians 9:3-14 (Deuteronomy 25:4);              
2 Corinthians 13:1 (Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15); Galatians 3:13 
(Deuteronomy 21:23); 1 Timothy 5:17,18 (Deuteronomy 25:4). 
4 Matthew Henry wrote, “the prophets were commentators upon the 
law.” 
5 See also Deuteronomy 30:6-8; Ezekiel 11:19,20; 36:26,27;  
Hebrews 8:10; 10:16. 
6 See also Isaiah 40:6-8; 55:10,11; Matthew 24:35; 1 Peter 2:22-25. 



“Jesus’ Mountain Sermon: The Book Is About Jesus,” 
from Matthew 5:17-20 (NASB) 

Pastor Michael Head – Sunday, February 24, 2019 
Skyline Southern Baptist Church, Branson, Missouri 

3 
Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

A Disciple’s Standing in the Kingdom (5:19) 
5:19“Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, 
and teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
 These Commandments 

 When Jesus tells us “these commandments,” He is  
  specifically setting up His teaching in the rest of this 
  chapter: the six laws examined and correctly taught 
  (as opposed to the tradition upheld by the Pharisees). 

 Understanding the Christian’s Relationship to the Law 
 We don’t want to misunderstand Paul’s teaching on the 

  Law, misinterpreting it to mean that followers of  
  Jesus are free from obedience to the moral Law of 
  God as contained in the Scriptures. The Law is not 
  the problem: Paul calls God’s Law “holy and  
  righteous and good” (Romans 7:12), and “spiritual” 
  (7:14). The problem isn’t the Law, but our sin. 

 When Paul speaks of our freedom from the Law, he is 
  referring to the penalty for violating the Law. To break 
  one commandment means you are guilty of violating 
  all of God’s commandments.7 The penalty for  
  disobedience is death. All humanity is under the  
  death penalty before God. The Law, because of this, 
  is a death sentence and a horrible, fearful burden. 

 But God in His love gave His Son to pay that death  
  penalty. Outside of Christ, the Law was a death  
  sentence to convict us of our need for a Savior. In 
  Christ, the death sentence is removed (He took it in 
  our place). Now the Law is the path of God’s good 
  and perfect will for our lives, and we are aided and 
  empowered to walk that path by the indwelling Holy 
  Spirit. READ Galatians 3:22-25. 

 

                                                           
7 Deuteronomy 27:26; Galatians 3:10; James 2:10. 
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 The Law and the Kingdom 
 Why does Jesus connect the full and right teaching of 

 God’s Law with a person’s standing in “the kingdom 
 of heaven”? 

 He is the King of the Kingdom, and His commission to 
 His disciples includes a statement of His absolute 
 authority and a call for disciples to help one another 
 grow in obedience to His authority   
 (Matthew 28:18-20). 

 
Discipleship Key: God’s Word is unchanging, 

and Jesus calls our devotion to it to be unchanging, as well. 
 

Jesus’ Higher Standard (5:20)  

5:20“For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of 
the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

 “Righteousness” is a life in line with the will of the righteous 
 God, and that will is laid out for us in His Law. 

 The “scribes and Pharisees” taught a mere outward 
 obedience to the Law. Jesus will teach that the Law 
 applies inwardly, as well. 

 Jesus doesn’t water down God’s standard; compared to the 
 religious leaders of His day, He amplifies the Law. The 
 reason He does this is twofold: 

o To teach us that God deserves our outward lives, but 
 is also worthy of obedience in our inward lives, as 
 well. 

o To convict all people of our universal inability to be 
 saved by our own efforts. Nobody meets God’s 
 standard. We need a Savior. His name is Jesus. 
 Trust Him alone, and not your own 
 righteousness (Philippians 3:8-9). 

 
Discipleship Key: When we trust Jesus alone for our salvation, 

His righteousness covers our sinfulness, and His Spirit 
works righteous whole-life obedience to the Word in us. 


