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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Prayer’s Command and Promise (7:7-8) 
7:7“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, 
and it will be opened to you. 7:8For everyone who asks receives, and 
he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.”1 

 In the Flow of the Sermon 
 This teaching echoes previous teaching on prayer  

 (6:5-15) and assurance that the Father cares for us 
 (6:24-34). 

 “Everyone” (7:8) means among Jesus “disciples” (5:1) 
 – those to whom the sermon is being preached. 

 The command to “seek” (7:7) must be connected to the 
 previous command to “seek” in 6:33. 

 A door is not specifically mentioned in connection with 
 the verb “knock,” but a “gate” is mentioned in 
 7:13-14. 

 How Desperate Are You? 
 Jesus already mentioned our asking things of the Father 

 (6:8); it’s important to note that we ask by faith in the 
 Father’s perfect knowledge of our needs.  

 These verbs describe an increasingly hard-to-perceive 
 Father. This reality, isn’t it? Sometimes we do not 
 perceive His closeness. Even when He’s hard to see, 
 we seek. Even when there are barriers, we knock. 
 How much do you trust that the Father is the only 
 Provider for what you need? How much do you 
 desire His Kingdom and righteousness as the answer 
 to your needs and wants? 

 No Fortune-Cookie Verses 
 There are many similar passages in the rest of the New 

 Testament: Matthew 17:20; 18:15-20; 21:12-22 
 (parallel Mark 11:11-26); John 14:12-17; 15:1-10,
 12-17; 16:16-28; 1 John 3:14-22; 5:13-15. Every one 
 of them has a context that does not allow us to arrive 

                                                           
1 This idea is found in the O.T. (Proverbs 8:17b; Jeremiah 29:13). 
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 at an absolute, limitless “whatever you want” 
 interpretation. 

 Jesus’ words are not the foundation for a “prosperity 
 gospel,” “health and wealth” doctrine, or “name it and 
 claim it” theology.2 Even in 7:7-8, there are two 
 qualifications: we are to seek the Father’s kingdom 
 and righteousness (6:33), not earthly things (6:32). 

 The Apostle James and the Heart Motivation 
 READ James 4:1-3. 

 

Parable: How Much More (7:9-11) 
7:9“Or what man is there among you who, when his son asks for a 
loaf, will give him a stone? 7:10Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give 
him a snake, will he? 7:11If you then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father Who is 
in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!” 
 None Who Are Good and Common Grace 

 Bread and fish were staples for Galileans (14:17; 15:34). 
 “…you then, being evil…” Jesus said this to His 

 “disciples” (5:1). Jesus presupposes that all 
 humanity is fallen. He doesn’t say they do evil, but 
 are evil. Human beings are separated from a holy 
 God by their sinful natures. People are not basically, 
 innately, or naturally good. That is not biblical – not 
 even close! READ Romans 3:10-12. 

 How do “evil” parents still give “good gifts” to their 
 “children”? By God’s common grace, He restrains 
 the evil of humanity to maintain order and to keep us 
 from destroying ourselves. By God’s common grace, 
 human beings, even those in rebellion against Him, 

                                                           
2 These false views turn prayer into magic (earthly acts that 
manipulate the spiritual realm in our favor). These false views deny 
the Gospel, since success is dependent on the strength of the faith of 
the one praying: our strength and works get us blessing, not the all-
sufficient work of Christ for us. 
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READ 
Rom. 9:26; 
2 Cor. 6:18; 
Gal. 3:26; 
1 John 3:1. 

 
To have God 

as Father 
is a gift – 
one for 

which we 
will forever 
praise Him! 

 can live and flourish on this earth (5:48; see also 
 Hebrews 12:9-11). 

 Not a Universal Promise: God as Father 
 Notice the break in the parallelism: we would expect 

 “your children” (7:11) be paralleled by “the Father’s 
 children.” Instead, the parallel to “your children” is 
 “those who ask Him.” Who are the Father’s 
 children? In part, the Father’s children are those who 
 rely on the heavenly Father for all things. 

 How is God our Father? 
o The one true God – the God of the Bible – is one 

 God and, at the same time – three Persons. 
 Each Person of the Trinity is wonderfully 
 engaged in making us children of the Father. 

o God is holy. We are not. How can this difference 
 be bridged to put us in a right, blessed, and 
 eternal relationship with Him? 

o READ John 3:16. The Father gave His Son, and 
 the Son willingly gave Himself for those who 
 would follow Him (John 10:11,15). Jesus, 
 Who never sinned, died on the cross to pay 
 the full price for sins. For those who trust 
 Jesus alone, and nothing in themselves, God 
 fills them by the Person of the Holy Spirit, so 
 that we are never separated from God again. 

o By faith in the Son, God is our Father – we are 
 adopted (John 1:12-13; Ephesians 1:5). The 
 Holy Spirit Who fills believers is also called 
 “the Spirit of adoption” (Romans 8:15; 
 Galatians 4:6).3 

 Not only is God the King of a kingdom, but He is the 
 infinitely perfect and good Father to those who are 

                                                           
3 In fact, later Jesus teaches this same teaching on prayer, but instead 
of saying that the Father gives what is “good” to those who ask, He 
tells us the Father gives “the Holy Spirit” (Luke 11:13)! God Himself 
is the “good”! 
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 citizens of that kingdom by faith in His Son Jesus 
 Christ. 

 What the Father Gives and Our Good 
 We should connect “what you need” (6:8) and “all these 

 things” (6:32,33) with “what is good” (7:11). 
 Sometimes the “good” the Father gives us is discipline 

 (Hebrews 12:1-17). His ultimate “good” for us, which 
 He brings about through all things, is conformity to 
 His Son (Romans 8:28-39). 

 

Imitating the Father: Generous and Good (7:12) 
7:12“In everything, therefore [οὖν], treat people the same way you 
want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.” 

 Just as we seek “what is good” from our “Father Who is in 
 heaven” (7:11), we are free to give “what is good” to 
 others.4 We saw this same call to imitate the Father in His 
 good generosity in 5:42,44-48. 

 We’ve seen this reciprocity in the areas of forgiveness 
 (6:12,14-15) and judgment (7:1-6). 

 Compare with Leviticus 19:18 (Matthew 5:43; 19:19; 22:39). 
 The God Who spoke through “the Law and the Prophets” is 

 the authority behind this rule! 

                                                           
4 “…it is no accident that Mt connected the Golden Rule (7:12) to the 
preceding saying on the Father’s generosity with the word οὖν. This 
follows from an essential fact in Jesus’ message. We are called to 
fulfill the love command precisely because the Father is generous and 
will give us the necessary resources…of thirteen instances of οὖν in 
the Sermon on the Mount (5:19,23,48; 6:2,8,9,22,23,31,34; 
7:11,12,24) none is used to introduce summaries and all but five 
introduce imperatives which follow logically from immediately 
preceding indicatives.” John Piper, Love Your Enemies: Jesus’ Love 
Command in the Synoptic Gospels and Early Christian Paraenesis 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1979), pg. 204. 


