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Introduction: Genuine Love 
 Last week we considered the calling “to present your bodies 

 a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God” (12:1). 
 We are not to “be conformed to this world, but be 
 transformed by the renewing of your mind” (12:2). We 
 are to do this together as part of Christ’s body, the 
 Church (12:3-8). 

 Paul then commanded us to “let love be without hypocrisy” 
 (12:9). To help us, the Holy Spirit (through Paul) gives 
 very specific directions on how we are to love one 
 another. That instruction continues today as we consider 
 love toward enemies, and love toward broken, sinful 
 people (like ourselves!). 

 

Challenges to True Love in the Body (12:14-16) 
 Paul Echoes Jesus (12:14) 

12:14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 
 Notice the repetition of the command “bless.” To 

 “bless,” in a biblical context, is to desire God’s 
 blessings in Christ for a person. 

 This is one of the most revolutionary teachings in the 
 N.T., and cannot be done except by the help and 
 power of the Holy Spirit. It is related to the previous: 
 “…persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer” 
 (12:12). Our perseverance and prayer connect us to 
 God, Who is able to strengthen us to obey 12:14. 

 Do we pray for those who are our enemies, that they may 
 be brought to repentance, that they may become our 
 friends? 

 This is modeled after God the Father’s own 
 lovingkindness and goodness toward even those who 
 are His enemies: READ Matthew 5:43-48; 
 Luke 6:27-36; Romans 5:10. 

 “The precept here given cannot be obeyed in its genuine 
 sense by any who are not born again of the 
 incorruptible seed of the Word; and even to such it is 
 a difficult duty…but none can justly be looked on as 
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 Christians who do not in some measure possess this 
 spirit, and practice this precept. If this be so, how few 
 are the genuine disciples of Christ!”  
 (Robert Haldane, 1764-1842). 

 Christian Sympathy (12:14) 
12:15Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who 
weep. 

 Throughout the Scriptures God gives commands to His 
  covenant people concerning their emotional life. The 
  world tells us that our emotions are uncontrollable 
  and must have reign over our lives – if we feel it, it 
  must be right and we must follow our feelings no 
  matter what. The Bible teaches us that God has  
  lordship even over our emotional life.1 We see that 
  here. We are to cultivate sympathy toward others 
  (especially fellow believers). 

 See also 1 Corinthians 12:26. 
 Avoid Cliques (12:16) 

12:16Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in 
mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own 
estimation [quoted from Proverbs 3:7]. 

 One of the most natural, but spiritually deadly things in a 
  congregation is a “clique,” or a group of people that 
  prefer each other over others. Those outside the 
  group are somehow less worthy of fellowship. We 
  create a “church inside a church.” Why not trust the 
  Holy Spirit, Who has put all members into the local 
  congregation according to His will? Be purposeful in 

 
1 “As Spirit-filled believers, we are to be in control of our 
emotions…the presumption is that our emotions are under the control 
of God’s Word and Spirit and sound mental judgment. The Bible 
authoritatively commands us to have and display certain emotions and 
to be in control of our emotions through Spirit-empowered self-
control.” Brian S. Borgman, Feelings and Faith (Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway, 2009), pgs. 64-65. 
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  seeking to make connections with different members 
  of the fellowship. 

 See also 15:5; 2 Corinthians 13:11; Philippians 2:2; 4:2. 
 

Overcoming Evil (12:17-21) 
 Our Witness (12:17) 

12:17aNever pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right 
in the sight of all men. 

 See also 1 Thessalonians 5:15; 1 Peter 3:9 
 The desire to retaliate is the most natural reaction to  

  someone doing evil against; but we are not called to 
  be “natural.” 

 “Respect” is variously translated “give careful thought” 
  (CSB), “give thought” (ESV), “have regard” (NKJV). 

 Let’s read this carefully: Paul is not saying we are to  
  respect what “all men” think is “right.” Paul is  
  saying that, while “all men” are watching us, we are 
  to only respect what is “right.” God’s Word defines 
  “right,” not “all men.” Everyone is watching how we 
  respond to “evil” done against us, therefore  
  “respect what is right.” 

 Blessed Are the Peacemakers (12:18) 
12:18If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all 
men. 

 See Hebrews 12:14 
 Faith in God’s Promise of Judgment (12:19) 

12:19Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the 
wrath of God, for it is written [in Deuteronomy 32:35], 
“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 

 This is key to obeying the commands in this section: the 
 only way you will be able to restrain from retaliation is 
 if you believe God will bring about His perfect justice 
 on Judgment Day. 

 Obeying this verse is a confession of faith in God’s 
 sovereignty, justice, and timing. It frees us to love as 
 we are commanded to love. 

“Overcome Evil” from Romans 12:14-21 (NASB) 
Pastor Michael Head – Sunday, August 2, 2020 

Skyline Southern Baptist Church, Branson, Missouri 

4 
Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

 Wisdom and God’s Reversal (12:20) 
12:20[And it is written in Proverbs 25:21-22]“But if your enemy is 
hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so 
doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 

 Not only do we restrain from doing evil to our enemies, 
  but we are to actively seek to do them good. 

 The metaphor “burning coals” could refer to God’s  
  judgment in the O.T. (2 Samuel 22:9,13; Psalm 11:6; 
  18:8,12; Job 41:20-21; Psalm 140:10;   
  Proverbs 6:27-29; Ezekiel 10:2; 24:11). 

 Just as we refrain from judgment because God will  
  ultimately judge (12:19), we are actually freed to do 
  good to enemies because God will punish those who 
  need to be punished (12:20). 

 This is a Christ-imitative calling (1 Peter 2:21-23). It also 
  imitates the Father (Romans 5:6,8-10). 

 Victory Over Evil (12:21) 
12:21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 The apostle John uses this verb “overcome” more than 
  anyone else in the N.T.2 Christ has overcome, and by 
  faith-union with Christ, we overcome. When we do 
  good to evil by trusting Christ, it shows the  
  genuineness of our confession. 

 Overcoming evil is the great battle of the believer’s life. 
  We saw that the “full armor of God” utilized in  
  Spirit-empowered warfare is nothing but the  
  dedication to the basics of the Christian life:  
  “…truth…righteousness…the gospel of peace…  
  …faith…salvation…the Word of God…all prayer and 
  petition” (Ephesians 6:10-20). Here we see that 
  overcoming evil also happens when we live out a 
  “love” that is “without hypocrisy” (Romans 12:9). 

 
2 John 16:33; 1 John 2:13-14; 4:4; 5:4-5; Revelation 2:11,17,26; 
3:12,21; 5:5; 12:11; 15:2; 17:14; 21:7. 


