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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

The Worth of the Kingdom: Two Parables 
 (13:44-45) 
13:44“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, 
which a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and 
sells all that he has and buys that field.” 
 
13:45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine 
pearls, 13:46and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and 
sold all that he had and bought it.” 
 Hidden and Found 

 We saw the theme of “hidden” (13:44) previously in 
  13:33,35. The Kingdom of heaven doesn’t flaunt itself 
  as the powers of this world do. It is “hidden.” 

 Joy Over the Kingdom 
 This isn’t an emotionless transaction: “…from joy…” 
 Jesus “endured the cross” because of the “joy set 

 before Him,” that is, “the throne of God” 
 (Hebrews 12:2). Heaven’s reign over all is a joy that 
 overcomes the most horrific event in human history. 

 When we see the infinite value of the Kingdom of heaven, 
 we rejoice even when allegiance to the Kingdom 
 costs us earthly things (Hebrews 10:34). 

 All You Have 
 In heaven they sing of the worth of Jesus: “Worthy is 

 the Lamb that was slain to receive…riches” 
 (Revelation 5:12). This doesn’t mean that the Lamb 
 in heaven is given earthly wealth; instead, this is a 
 statement of His worth above all the “riches” of 
 creation. The King of the Kingdom is worth more than 
 all this world offers. 

 Buying the Kingdom 
 We want to read this parable carefully: salvation is not by 

 our works, but “the free gift of God is eternal life in 
 Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).  
 READ Ephesians 2:1-10. 
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 We don’t earn or buy our way into the Kingdom; true 
 believers, however, do regard the Kingdom as worth 
 more than anything they have: “I count all things to 
 be loss in view of the surpassing value of 
 knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” (Philippians 3:8). 

 We’ve already read warnings about the threat worldly 
 things are to faith (6:24-33; 13:22). 

 

The Refining of the Kingdom (13:47-50) 
13:47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, 
and gathering fish of every kind; 13:48and when it was filled, they drew 
it up on the beach; and they sat down and gathered the good fish into 
containers, but the bad they threw away. 13:49So it will be at the end of 
the age; the angels will come forth and take out the wicked from 
among the righteous, 13:50and will throw them into the furnace of fire; 
in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
 The Gathering 

 How does this parable fit between parables about  
  treasure (13:44-46 and 13:51-52)? 

 It seems to be that the gathering of the saints into the 
  Kingdom during this age is necessarily going to have 
  an admixture of those who belong to the world. The 
  “kingdom of heaven,” manifested on earth, will not 
  be perfected or refined until the “end of the age.” 

 It’s easy for believers to be confused and discouraged by 
  the sin, strife, and difficulty in the Church, which is 
  the earthly manifestation of the Kingdom of heaven. 
  Jesus teaches us here that the Kingdom is a  
  treasure, but it won’t be perfectly refined until the 
  “end of the age.” 

 The End of the Age 
 “The end of the age” occurs in 13:39,40,49; 24:3; 28:20. 

 The Wicked 
 The “evil one” (13:19) and “sons of the evil one” (13:38) 

  are described with the same word translated  
  “wicked” in 13:49. 
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 Jesus often described the “generation” that resisted Him 
  and doubted as “wicked” (12:34,39,45; 16:4;  

 The Righteous 
 How are we “righteous”? 
 We are not saved by our own righteousness (Titus 3:4-7). 

  In fact, “there is none righteous, not even one”  
  (Romans 3:10). 

 READ Romans 1:16-17. We are declared righteous  
  (justified) by faith in Christ alone apart from our own 
  works (Galatians 2:16). 

 Believers are filled with the Holy Spirit, Who works to 
  grow us in righteous imitation of Christ   
  (Romans 14:17; Galatians 5:5). This is something we 
  desire (Matthew 5:6; 6:33). 

 

Be a Curator of Treasure (13:51-52) 
13:51“Have you understood all these things?” They said to Him, 
“Yes.” 13:52And Jesus said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has 
become a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a head of a 
household, who brings out of his treasure things new and old.” 

 Understanding 
 The crowds did not understand (13:13-15,19). A true 

  disciple, though, “hears the word and understands it; 
  who indeed bears fruit” (13:23). 

 The disciples “understand” because it has been granted 
  to them (13:11). 

 A Scribe Who Is a Disciple 
 Believing scribes are only mentioned again in 23:34. To 

  the unbelieving scribes and Pharisees, Jesus says, 
  “behold, I am sending you prophets and wise men 
  and scribes; some of them you will kill and crucify, 
  and some of them you will scourge in your  
  synagogues, and persecute from city to city.” 

 Just as Jesus taught with authority the unbelieving  
  scribes did not have (7:29), those who understand 
  Jesus’ teaching about the Kingdom are the true  

“Jesus’ Parable Sermon: Treasure” from Matthew 13:44-52 (NASB) 
Pastor Michael Head – Sunday, January 26, 2020 

Skyline Southern Baptist Church, Branson, Missouri 

4 
Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

  scribes, or teachers of Scripture (I’m reminded of 
  2 Corinthians 3:14-16). 

 We are reminded of Ezra, a priest who was used of the 
  Lord to restore Israel after the Babylonian captivity 
  over 500 years before Christ (READ Ezra 7:6,10). 

 Bring Out the Treasure 
 Jesus has already spoken of valuing “treasures in  

  heaven” over earthly possessions (6:19-21; 19:21; 
  see also 12:33-37). 

 Here, this is probably a parable keyed to what we read 
  previously: “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure 
  hidden in the field” (13:44). 

 The disciples, having understood Jesus’ teaching on the 
  Kingdom, are encouraged to teach it to others, as 
  well (see Matthew 3:2; 4:17; 10:7): 

o Between His resurrection and ascension, Jesus 
  taught the disciples “the things concerning 
  the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3). 

o Philip preached “the good news about the  
  kingdom of God and the name of Jesus  
  Christ” (Acts 8:12). 

o Four times the book of Acts tells us that Paul was 
  preaching about the Kingdom (19:8; 20:25; 
  28:23,31).1 

 
“…if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, 

and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). 

Confessing Jesus is Lord 
is to confess Him to be King over all things, 

including yourself, and to desire His reign in your life. 

 
1 I would challenge you to look up the word “Kingdom” in a 
concordance and consider how its occurrences in the New Testament; 
you’ll be convicted about how important this theme is! 


