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Introduction 
 In 4:17, we read, “from that time Jesus began to preach and 

 say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” 
 Disciples began to follow Him, embracing a repentant life 
 that longs for God’s coming Kingdom in Jesus Christ 
 (4:18-25). 

 The “Sermon on the Mount” (Matthew 5-7) is Jesus 
 expanding what it means to live a Jesus-following, 
 humbly repentant life as a citizen of the Kingdom of 
 Heaven. 

 The second chapter of this sermon (Matthew 6) teaches us 
 the right way to practice our righteousness as humble 
 citizens of the Kingdom. The second practice is prayer 
 (6:5-15). 

 Jesus gives us the model prayer (6:9-13), and we’ve looked 
 at the first three petitions of this prayer (6:9-10). These 
 petitions focused on God’s name, His Kingdom, and His 
 will. The glory and exaltation of God is to be the first 
 priority of prayer. 

 Only when God is the priority in prayer can we rightly pray 
 about our own needs. Jesus now, with the fourth 
 provision, teaches us a daily reliance on God for our most 
 basic needs. 

 

The Fourth Petition (6:11) 
6:11“Give us this day our daily bread.” 
 Bread 

 “Bread,” as a basic and culturally-universal food through 
 the ages, represents our needs for life. 

 Our 
 Second-person pronouns occur twice in this short petition 

 (“us,” “our”). 
 We are reminded that, among disciples of Jesus, we 

 have a collective responsibility in this area (“bread”). 
 In fact, we see that this mutual care for daily basic 
 needs is the root of Christian fellowship.  
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 READ Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-34. In addition to these 
 examples, there was a “daily serving” to the widows 
 in the early Church (Acts 6:1). It was to meet this 
 need effectively that the first deacons were chosen. 

 This Day 
 “This day” and “daily bread” find their origin in God’s 

 provision for His covenant people in the wilderness, 
 between their deliverance from Egypt and their arrival 
 in the Promised Land (certainly analogous to our 
 walk in this world between conversion and our 
 heavenly homecoming). 

 READ Exodus 16:1-36. “I will rain bread from heaven 
 for  you; and the people shall go out and gather a 
 day’s portion every day, that I may test them, 
 whether or not they will walk in My instruction  
 [lit., ּתֹוָרה, “Torah” or Law]” (Exodus 16:4). 

o This provision was a display of “the glory of the 
 LORD” (16:7). 

o His provision was a means by which the 
 covenant people would know the LORD 
 (16:12). 

o When they tried to gather more than the daily gift 
 from the LORD, it would become worm-
 ridden and “foul” (16:19-20). Their gathering 
 more than the “day’s portion” was both 
 disobedience to God’s command and a lack 
 of faith that He would provide. 

 Jesus will return to this theme of God’s daily provision at 
 the close of this chapter (Matthew 6:31-34). 

 Give 
 “Give” – not sell or lend, but “give” (this is not a 

 demand or a right, but a humble request!). We are 
 appealing to the graceful and good provision of our 
 Father Who is in heaven. 

 This graceful and good provision does not negate the 
 divine calling upon humanity to work: 
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o Upon creating humanity, “God blessed them.” 
 How did He bless them? He gave them a job: 
 “Be fruitful…multiply…fill the earth…
 …subdue it…rule” (Genesis 1:28). 

o In the Exodus, God provided the manna, but the 
 people were instructed to collect it on a daily 
 basis. 

o Though the Church is to take care of the needs of 
 other believers, believers are, at the same 
 time, called on to work (Acts 20:34-35; 
 Ephesians 4:28; 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12; 
 2 Thessalonians 3:6-12). 

 There is a humble, needy attitude in the disciple who 
 prays as Jesus teaches here. We pray for His 
 provision, we work, and then we are to attribute the 
 wages of that work to His provision in our 
 thanksgiving. We do not take the glory, for it is His 
 providence that provides the job and His sustaining 
 that allows us to continue in the job. 

 READ 1 Timothy 4:1-5. 
 Cautions 

1. Don’t twist the Gospel when bread is lacking. Just 
 because God brings you into a time of need doesn’t 
 mean that He hates you or loves you less. For a child 
 of God in Christ, He sometimes uses difficulties to 
 teach us to rely on His Word more (Deuteronomy 8:3; 
 Job 23:12; Matthew 4:1-4), to grow in our 
 understanding of His Fatherly love  
 (Hebrews 12:4-13), to give the Church an opportunity 
 to show Gospel love by helping us (1 John 3:16-17), 
 or to lead us to a more dedicated prayer life. 

2. Don’t twist the Gospel when bread is plentiful. An 
 abundance doesn’t mean that God loves you more or 
 that you are spiritually superior than those who have 
 less. Those who have an abundance have that 
 abundance from God so that they may help others 
 (1 Timothy 6:17-19). Abundance is often a threat to a 

“Jesus’ Mountain Sermon: Prayer for Provision,” 
from Matthew 6:11 (NASB) 

Pastor Michael Head – Sunday, May 19, 2019 
Skyline Southern Baptist Church, Branson, Missouri 

4 
Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

 person’s spiritual devotion to God 
 (Deuteronomy 32:15; 1 Timothy 6:9-10). 

3. Don’t let the bread become a god (Matthew 6:24-25; 
 Romans 16:17-18; Philippians 3:18-19).  

4. Actively cultivate contentment in your life 
 (Proverbs 30:8; Philippians 4:11-13). 

 

The Gospel of Bread 
 Genesis 1:29 shows the “very good” provision of God for 

 humanity’s food. Even more specifically, He placed the 
 first man in a garden in which “every tree that is pleasing 
 to the sight and good for food” (Genesis 2:8-9,15-16). 
 God the Creator is, by His nature, a providing Father. 

 Genesis 3 introduces the difficulties that resulted from sin. 
 We were supposed to show forth the sovereignty of God 
 in our management of creation; after the fall into sin, 
 however, creation fights us to show us that we are not 
 kings or gods. Now, because of sin, it is by the sweat of 
 our brow that we eat bread (3:19). Every meal is both 
 an opportunity for gratefulness for God’s provision, 
 but also a reason to call on Him to restore what sin 
 has broken. 

 Jesus uses the example of the manna in the Exodus to reveal 
 Himself as the “bread of life.” READ John 6:26-40. He 
 had fed the thousands who were following Him (6:1-14). 
 They just wanted the earthly bread, though. When Jesus 
 challenged them on their desires and priorities, and 
 described Himself as the all-sufficient provision for 
 eternal life (6:41-65), we read that many stopped 
 following Him (6:66). God’s provision of daily bread is 
 a Gospel testimony to the fact that He’s given His 
 Son from heaven to provide for our eternal needs.1 

                                                           
1 It’s no accident that Jesus, in giving a foundational practice for 
Christian worship (the Lord’s Supper), commands that we use bread 
and the fruit of the vine to corporately proclaim His atoning death on 
the cross for sins (1 Corinthians 11:23-26). 


