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Title and Blessing (1:1-3) 
 Title, Transmission, Testimony (1:1-2) 

1:1The Revelation of Jesus Christ [Ἀποκάλυψις Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ], 
which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, 
the things which must soon take place; 
and He sent and communicated [ἐσήμανεν, from σημαίνω] it by His angel to His bond-servant John, 
1:2who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, 
even to all that he saw. 

 The title (Ἀποκάλυψις) means “unveiling,” a sub-category of prophecy (1:3; 22:7). This word,  
  in noun and verb form, occurs in the Greek translation of Daniel 2:19,22,28-30,47.  
  Similarly, the phrase “the things which must soon take place” echoes “what will take  
  place” (Daniel 2:28,29,45). In other words, the title of the Revelation is taken from  
  Daniel 2. 

o The “night vision,” given by the “God in heaven Who reveals mysteries,” is about a  
  succession of empires (Babylon, Mede-Persian, Greek, Roman) which end with  
  God setting up His unstoppable Kingdom. This is the context of “the Revelation  
  of Jesus Christ.” 

o John saw the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ as the   
  beginning of the end-time manifestation of the Kingdom of God. 

  “…He…signified” (KJV) tells us the symbolic nature of the Revelation. 
 Blessing (1:3) 

1:3Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, 
and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near. 

 This is the first of seven beatitudes in the Revelation (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7,14). 
 We need to rightly understand the biblical term “prophecy.” It is not primarily predictive, but  

  instead is Spirit-empowered proclamation and application of God’s Word to God’s people. 
  We see here is has an ethical dimension (this is just like O.T. prophecy). 

 This blessing has a counterpoint in the cursing of 22:18-19. 
 Notice the chain of communication: God → Jesus Christ → His angel    

  → His bond-servant John → the reader → the hearers. 
 “…the time is near” (also 22:10). See also Matthew 24:32-42 (esp. vss. 32-33)//  

  Mark 13:28-33 (esp. vss. 28-29)//Luke 21:29-33 (esp. vss. 30-31). Compare with   
  Mark 1:15; Philippians 4:5; Hebrews 8:13. The focus, priorities, and ethics for   
  believers in the Revelation ought to be impressed upon us with urgency. 

 

Greetings in the Trinity (1:4-7) 
 Recipients (1:4a) 

1:4aJohn to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace… 
 In addition to being an apocalypse and prophecy, the Revelation is also a letter. 
 The number “seven” represents fullness; these seven historically-existing churches therefore 

  represent the universal Church. We see this in the ending of each of the seven letters of  
  chapters two and three, which describe the Spirit speaking to “the churches”   
  (2:7,11,17,29; 3:6,13,22). 

 Outlined with the Trinity 
  Father (1:4b) 

…1:4bfrom Him Who is and Who was and Who is to come… 
 This is how the N.T. approximates the name of God given at the burning bush in  

 Exodus 3:14 (the Hebrew covenant name of God is translated into the Greek by 
 ὁ ὢν, “the One Who is”) 



“Unveiling Jesus and His Kingdom” from Revelation 1:1-8 
Sunday, July 28, 2019 (Evening Worship) 

Dr. Michael Head, Lead Pastor 
Southern Baptist Church, Branson, Missouri, U.S.A. 

2 
Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

  Spirit (1:4c) 
…1:4cand from the seven Spirits Who are before His throne… 

 This is an allusion to Isaiah 11:2 (compare also with Zechariah 4:2-6). It is also a  
 symbolism of the menorah, the seven-lighted candlestick of the Tabernacle 
 (Exodus 25:37). We should connect this with the “seven golden lampstands” (1:12) 
 which are “the seven churches” (1:20). The Spirit is all the Church needs to shine 
 in this world with the witness of Jesus. 

 “Seven” is a number of wholeness – we should see this as a picture of unity. The New 
 Living Translation helpfully renders this as “the sevenfold Spirit.” 

 In 4:5, we read of “seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven 
 Spirits of God.” 

  Son (1:5a) 
…1:5aand from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the 
kings of the earth. 

 These three phrases trace Jesus’ saving work, from His earthly ministry (“the faithful 
 witness”) to His resurrection (“the firstborn of the dead”) to His current heavenly 
 ministry (“the ruler of the kings of the earth”). 

 Antipas, member of “the church in Pergamum,” is also described by Jesus as “My 
 witness, My faithful one” (2:13). 

 Compare this with Psalm 89:27,35-37. The “kings of the earth” are God’s enemies 
 throughout the Revelation (6:15; 17:2; 18:3,9; 19:19). 

   Doxology to the Son (1:5b-7) 

1:5bTo Him Who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood - 1:6and He has made 
us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father - to Him be the glory and the dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 “…a kingdom, priests” is a reference to Exodus 19:6. This comes by faith-union with 
 Christ: 

Christ United to Christ by Faith 

"…ruler of the kings of the earth" (1:5) 
"…He has made us to be a kingdom" 

(1:5) 
"To Him Who…released us from our 

sins by His blood" (1:5) 
"…He has made us to be…priests" 

(1:6). 
 Look at the usage of this imagery in 1 Peter 2:9-10, as well. 

 God receives all the glory for Christ’s saving and sanctifying work for His Church. 
 

The Goal and God of History (1:7-8) 
 The Goal of History (1:7) 

1:7Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and 
all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen. 

 “He is coming with the clouds” is a reference to Daniel 7:13. 
 “…those who pierced Him” is a reference to Zechariah 12:10. 
 Jesus Himself uses these verses in Matthew 24:30. 

 The God of History (1:8) 
1:8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “Who is and Who was and Who is to come, 
the Almighty.” 

 God calls Himself the “first” and “last” in Isaiah 41:4; 44:6; 48:12. 
 He is the God of time and human history. 


