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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

The Needs of Others First (14:14-21) 
 Seeking Communion with God (14:13a) 

14:13aNow when Jesus heard about John, He withdrew from there 
in a boat to a secluded place by Himself… 

 After being in Nazareth (13:53-58), Jesus returns again to 
 the lake country, where He spent from 4:12-13:53. 

 Compassion (14:13b-14) 
14:13b…and when the people heard of this, they followed Him on 
foot from the cities. 14:14When He went ashore, He saw a large 
crowd, and felt compassion for them and healed their sick. 

 Jesus’ “compassion” is a regular mark of His ministry; 
 this is a sincere, “gut-level” feeling for them (9:36; 
 15:32; 18:27; 20:34). 

 Jesus’ plans were interrupted. How do we react when 
 that happens? READ Philippians 2:1-11  
 (Romans 12:10). 

 Provision (14:15-21) 
14:15When it was evening, the disciples came to Him and said, 
“This place is desolate and the hour is already late; so send the 
crowds away, that they may go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves.” 14:16But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go 
away; you give them something to eat!” 14:17They said to Him, 
“We have here only five loaves and two fish.” 14:18And He said, 
“Bring them here to Me.” 14:19Ordering the people to sit down on 
the grass, He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up 
toward heaven, He blessed the food, and breaking the loaves He 
gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 
crowds, 14:20and they all ate and were satisfied. They picked up 
what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve full baskets. 
14:21There were about five thousand men who ate, besides women 
and children. 

 This miracle is a stand-out, in that it is mentioned by all 
 four Gospels. 

 The pattern “took,” “blessed,” “breaking,” and “gave” 
 echoes the pattern of the Lord’s Supper (26:26; 
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 Mark 14:22; Luke 22:19). This is a foreshadowing of 
 that central act of biblical Christian worship. 

 There are also echoes of Elisha’s miracle   
 (2 Kings 4:42-44) and Moses’ mediation resulting in 
 the people being fed in the wilderness  
 (Exodus 16:4,8,12; John 6:25-34). 

 Jesus’ concern for the people is highlighted by the fact 
 that He refused to do a similar miracle for Himself in 
 the wilderness temptation (4:3-4). 

  

The Power and Authority of God (14:22-33) 
 The Son Prays (14:22-23) 

14:22Immediately He made the disciples get into the boat and go 
ahead of Him to the other side, while He sent the crowds away. 
14:23After He had sent the crowds away, He went up on the 
mountain by Himself to pray [see 6:5-6]; and when it was 
evening, He was there alone. 

 Jesus finally finds the seclusion He was seeking in 14:13. 
 Jesus, according to His human nature, needed to pray 

 (with the help of the Holy Spirit, Luke 10:21) to the 
 Father to stay in communion with Him. Just as we 
 do.1 

 
1 Of course, according to His eternal divine nature, the Son remained 
one with the Father and the Spirit; the divine communion of the 
Trinity is never broken. “The Son of God, the second person of the 
Holy Trinity, is truly and eternally God. He is the brightness of the 
Father’s glory, the same in substance and equal with Him…when the 
fullness of time came, He took upon Himself human nature, with all 
the essential properties and common weaknesses of it but without 
sin…two whole, perfect, and distinct natures were inseparably joined 
together in one person, without converting one into the other or 
mixing them together to produce a different or blended nature. This 
person is truly God and truly man, yet one Christ, the only mediator 
between God and humanity” (1689 Baptist Confession of Faith in 
Modern English, 8.2). 
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 The One Who creates (14:19-20) and controls (14:25-32) 
 creation itself needed to pray to the Father. 

 Do Not Be Afraid (14:24-27) 
14:24But the boat was already a long distance from the land, 
battered by the waves; for the wind was contrary. 14:25And in the 
fourth watch of the night [3-6 a.m.] He came to them, walking on 
the sea. 14:26When the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they 
were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in 
fear. 14:27But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take 
courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

 In the O.T., it is the LORD God Who walks on the water 
 (Job 9:8; Psalm 77:19; Isaiah 43:16). 

 “It is I,” or “I am” (ἐγώ εἰμι), is be Jesus revealing 
 Himself as God, using the divine name revealed to 
 Moses at the burning bush (Exodus 3:14). 

 Faith and Worship (14:28-33) 
14:28Peter said to Him, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to 
You on the water.” 14:29And He said, “Come!” And Peter got out 
of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 
14:30But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to 
sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 14:31Immediately Jesus 
stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, 
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 14:32When they got into 
the boat, the wind stopped. 14:33And those who were in the boat 
worshiped Him, saying, “You are certainly God’s Son!” 

 There is nothing created that is not under Christ’s control. 
 READ Psalm 107:23-32 (see also Psalm 65:7; 89:9; 

 93:4). 
 Jesus never tells His disciples they have “no faith,” but 

 does rebuke them for their “little faith” (6:30; 8:26; 
 14:31; 16:8). 

 Compare with the reaction in 8:23-27. 
 Only God is to be worshiped (4:10, quoting from 

 Deuteronomy 6:13), yet the disciples “worshiped” 
 Jesus and He did not stop or correct them. 
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 To be “God’s Son” is to be of the same essence, or 
 nature, as God.2 Yet, Jesus is a different Person from 
 the Father. The Bible teaches that there is only one 
 God. From the disciples’ confession alone, we have 
 the doctrine of the Trinity: 

o One God… 
o …Who is three distinct Persons. 
o The three Persons are each fully God with the 

 authority and power of God, deserving of the 
 worship and obedience as God. 

 Fright weakens faith. Looking to “the wind” rather than 
 Jesus caused Peter to sink. 

 

The Closeness of the Healer (14:34-36) 
14:34When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret. 
14:35And when the men of that place recognized Him, they sent word 
into all that surrounding district and brought to Him all who were 
sick; 14:36and they implored Him that they might just touch the fringe 
of His cloak; and as many as touched it were cured. 

 While Jesus can heal by a word and doesn’t need to be 
 present to heal (8:5-13), passages like this remind us that 
 the Son took on a real human nature and walked among 
 humanity. If walking on the water and the calming of the 
 storm unveil His divine nature to us, His proximity to the 
 sick underscores His real humanity to us. 

 Compare with 9:20-21. 
 We must continually seek Jesus for our healing and 

 restoration. He is the Creator Who restores creation. He 
 is the Savior Who overcomes our sin. He is the King Who 
 conquers all His and our enemies. 

 
2 God declared Jesus’ identity from heaven during His baptism (3:17; 
see also 7:21; 10:32-33; 11:25-27; 12:50). The devil (4:3,6) and 
demons (8:29) are aware of this identity. Peter will confess it again in 
16:16. 


