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1 
Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

The “Sermon on the Mount” is over, as far as Jesus’ teaching is 
 concerned. These last 15 verses of the sermon are warnings to 
 the listener, urging us as disciples of Jesus to do what He has 
 taught us.1 
It’s not enough to just listen to a sermon. READ Ezekiel 33:30-32. 
 

Warning: Small Gate, Narrow Way (7:13-14) 
7:13“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way 
is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter 
through it. 7:14For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads 
to life, and there are few who find it.” 

 Remember that the command to “knock” (7:7-8) did not 
 specifically mention a door; here, though, we read of a 
 “gate.” 

 Compare with Matthew 22:14 (also see Luke 13:23-24). 
 

Warning: False Prophets (7:15-20) 
7:15“Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 7:16You will know them by 
their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from 
thistles, are they? 7:17So every good tree bears [ποιεῖ, from ποιέω] 
good fruit, but the bad tree bears [ποιεῖ, from ποιέω] bad fruit. 7:18A 
good tree cannot produce [ποιεῖν, from ποιέω] bad fruit, nor can a 
bad tree produce [ποιεῖν, from ποιέω] good fruit. 7:19Every tree that 
does not bear [ποιοῦν, from ποιέω] good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 7:20So then, you will know them by their fruits.” 

                                                           
1 There’s a repeated word in the original Greek that we might 
overlook in our English translation, carried over from the previous 
verse: “…treat [ποιῶσιν, from ποιέω] people the same way you want 
them to treat [ποιεῖτε, from ποιέω] you” (7:12). This word will be 
repeated in several different contexts from 7:17-26, variously 
translated “bear” (7:17-19), “does” (7:21), “perform” (7:22), and 
“acts”/“act” (7:24,26). 
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 Jesus also warns against “false prophets” (24:11,24). We 
 are told “many” will “arise,” and that they “will mislead 
 many.” They are also called “false Christs.” 

 The modern American Church has become accustomed to 
 speaking of our greatest threat as coming from the 
 outside, either from culture or government. Jesus here, 
 along with the testimony of the rest of the N.T., point us 
 to the deadly threat that comes pretending to be true 
 Christianity (see 13:24-30,36-43). 

 Peter uses this term in parallel with “false teachers”  
 (2 Peter 2:1), and John said warned that in his day 
 “many false prophets have gone out into the world”  
 (1 John 4:1).2 

 Paul copies Jesus’ metaphor when he warns “the elders of 
 the church” in Ephesus about “savage wolves.” 
 READ Acts 20:29-30. 

 If you are not frightened to some degree by this warning, you 
 aren’t paying attention. How will you know them from the 
 genuine when they look good and sound good  
 (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)? 

 “You will know them by their fruits” is repeated in 7:16,20. 
 

Warning: False Confessors (7:21-23) 
7:21“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does [ὁ ποιῶν, from ποιέω] the will of 
My Father Who is in heaven will enter. 7:22Many will say to Me on 
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your 

                                                           
2 John’s warning concerning these “false prophets” also warns 
against “the antichrist,” who was already present in the world when 
he was writing two millennia ago. This is in accordance with “the 
spirit of error” (1 John 4:1-4; see also 1 John 2:18-19; 2 John 7). 
Remember that the title “antichrist” does not appear in the 
Revelation, and does not refer to a governmental figure. It refers to a 
spirit of false teaching that has tried to deceive in the church since 
Jesus left the earth. 
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name cast out demons, and in Your name perform [ἐποιήσαμεν, from 
ποιέω] many miracles?’ 7:23And then I will declare to them [as it says 
in Psalm 6:8], ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 
lawlessness.’” 
 Jesus, Divine Judge 

 Jesus refers to Himself by the title “Lord,” a title 
 previously used exclusively for God (4:7,10). Jesus is 
 making a claim to divinity here. 

 The deciding factor is not signs, wonders, or miracles. 
 Extraordinary spiritual empowerment does not make 
 one a true disciple of Jesus now, or on Judgment 
 Day (this double use of “Lord, Lord,” is found in 
 similar usage in 25:11). “On that day” refers to 
 Judgment Day, or, as the O.T. describes it, “the Day 
 of the LORD.” 

 To be rejected from entering “the kingdom of heaven” 
 (7:21; see also 5:20) is to be cast out of Jesus’ 
 presence (7:23)! 

 On the “will” of the “Father Who is in heaven,” see 
 6:10; 12:50; 21:28-31; 26:39,42,44. 

 Impressive Spiritual Resumes 
 Compare Jesus’ teaching to Paul’s words in   

 1 Corinthians 13:1-3.3 Consider the things said there 
 that can be done without Christian love, and are 
 therefore worthless – even martyrdom! 

 Lawlessness 
 Jesus accuses these false confessors of “lawlessness” 

 (ESV, NASB, NKJV), or being “lawbreakers” (CSB), 
 those “who break God’s laws” (NLT). 

 Sin is defined as lawlessness (1 John 3:4), the breaking 
 of God’s Law. We are saved out of lawlessness by 
 faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 4:7; 6:19; Titus 2:14) – 
 when we are sealed in the new covenant by Christ’s 
 shed blood, God forgets our lawlessness 

                                                           
3 See also Jeremiah’s “Temple Sermon” in Jeremiah 7:1-11. 
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 (Hebrews 8:12; 10:17). King Jesus hates lawlessness 
 (Hebrews 1:9)! 

 “Lawlessness” should be read in connection with Jesus’ 
 teaching on God’s Law in 5:17-48. 

 

Parable: House-Building (7:24-27) 
7:24“Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts 
[ποιεῖ, from ποιέω] on them, may be compared to a wise man who 
built his house on the rock. 7:25And the rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did 
not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. 7:26Everyone who hears 
these words of Mine and does not act [ποιῶν, from ποιέω] on them, 
will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 7:27The rain 
fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against 
that house; and it fell - and great was its fall.” 

 The criterion for judgment is obedience to Jesus’ own words 
 (7:24), which must be the same as the “will” of the 
 “Father Who is in heaven” (7:21). 

 Destruction comes at hearing but ignoring the words of 
 Jesus. Survival comes from hearing and obeying the 
 words of Jesus. 

 This imagery draws upon Isaiah 28:14-19; Ezekiel 13:1-16. 
 

The Authority of Jesus (7:28-29) 
7:28When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at 
His teaching; 7:29for He was teaching them as one having authority, 
and not as their scribes. 

 “When Jesus had finished these words” will be repeated at 
 the end of the other four major Jesus-speeches in 
 Matthew (11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1). 

 Jesus’ authority will, after the resurrection, be revealed to be 
 ultimate and absolute (28:18). He is not just a noteworthy 
 teacher, but is the God-appointed authority over all. Is 
 this seen in your life? 


