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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 
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Example: The Command to Follow Jesus (9:9) 
9:9As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man called Matthew, sitting 
in the tax collector’s booth; and He said to him, “Follow Me!” And 
he got up and followed Him. 
 Matthew 

 As a “tax collector,” Matthew was a Jew working for the 
 occupying Roman Empire – a particularly despised 
 position. 

 This must have been a busy place of commerce, since 
 there were “many tax collectors” (9:10) in the area 
 aside from Matthew. 

 Matthew, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, does not try 
 to cover over his origins: in 10:3, he is once again 
 identified as “Matthew the tax collector” (this title 
 does not occur with his name in Mark 3:18; 
 Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13). 

 The Master of the Followers 
 Matthew’s calling is similar to what we read in 4:18-22 

  (contrast with 8:18-22). By the way, “follow Me” is a 
  command, not an invitation! 

 READ 10:38; 16:24. Are you following Him? It is said of 
  those standing on “Mount Zion” with “the Lamb” 
  that they “follow the Lamb wherever He goes”  
  (Revelation 14:4). 

 

Lesson: The Heart of God and Our Need (9:10-13) 
9:10Then it happened that as Jesus was reclining at the table in the 
house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were dining 
with Jesus and His disciples. 9:11When the Pharisees saw this, they 
said to His disciples, “Why is your Teacher eating with the tax 
collectors and sinners?” 9:12But when Jesus heard this, He said, “It 
is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are 
sick. 9:13But go and learn what this means [as it is written in Hosea 
6:6]: ‘I desire compassion, and not sacrifice,’ for I did not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners.” 
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 Jesus at the Party 
 Matthew does not tell us that this is his own house, but 

 the other Gospel-writers do (Mark 2:14-15//
 Luke 5:27,29). 

 If Jesus was merely associating or socializing with 
 “sinners,” the Pharisees would have a point 
 (Psalm 1:1; 119:115)! 

 Jesus’ consistent message was one calling sinners to 
 repentance and faith (4:17). 

 Only Seeing “Them” as Sinners 
 While “the Pharisees” thought themselves to be exempt 

 from the category of “sinners,” they were not. No 
 one is.1 

 No Worship Without Mercy 
 Jesus cites Hosea 6:6, and will again in 12:7.2 

 Christmas Verse 
 129 days until Christmas. There are verses we 

 sometimes read over without realizing that they are 
 “Christmas verses,” verses that tell us about the 
 eternal Son of God coming into the world as one of 
 us. The phrase “I did not come” in 9:13 is one of 

 
1 “…if by the grace of God we really understand the glorious truth 
that sinners are those whom Christ came to call, let us take heed that 
we never forget it. Let us not dream that true Christians can ever 
attain such a state of perfection is this world, as not to need the 
mediation and intercession of Jesus. Sinners we are in the day we first 
come to Christ. Poor needy sinners we continue to be so long as we 
live, drawing all the grace we have every hour out of Christ’s 
fullness. Sinners we shall find ourselves in the hour of our death, and 
shall die as much indebted to Christ’s blood, as in the day we first 
believed” (J.C. Ryle, 1816-1900). 
2 For similar O.T. verses, see Isaiah 1:10-17; Jeremiah 7:4-11;    
Amos 5:21-24; Micah 6:6-8. See also Matthew 23:23. 
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 those phrases.3 Jesus is not speaking about coming 
 to Capernaum – He is speaking about coming into 
 the world. The Christmas baby was born with the 
 eternal, divine purpose to eventually “call…sinners.” 

 The Right Righteousness 
 When Jesus tells “the Pharisees” He “did not come to 

 call the righteous,” He is condemning their false self-
 righteousness. This does not mean Jesus is against 
 righteousness! READ 5:6,10,20; 6:1,33. 

 

Lesson: The Joy of Jesus’ Presence (9:14-17) 
9:14Then the disciples of John came to Him, asking, “Why do we and 
the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not fast?” 

 Remember the teaching on fasting in 6:16-18 – it’s possible 
 Jesus’ disciples did fast, but did so in secret as Jesus 
 had taught. 

 The contrast between John the Baptist and Jesus is 
 highlighted again in 11:18-19. 

 The Joy of the Bridegroom’s Presence (9:15) 
9:15And Jesus said to them, “The attendants of the bridegroom 
cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them, can they? 
But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from 
them, and then they will fast.” 

 The relationship between God and His covenant people 
 is frequently described in the Bible using the 
 metaphor of marriage.4 

 “…the days will come when the bridegroom is taken 
 away from them…” This is the first time Jesus 
 alludes to His death (and ultimately His ascension 
 into heaven). Jesus will get more explicit about this 

 
3 We might put 5:17; 8:29; 10:34-35; 18:11; 20:28 in this category, as 
well. 
4 Isaiah 54:5-6; 62:4-5; Hosea 2:16-20; John 3:29; 2 Corinthians 11:2; 
Ephesians 5:22-27; Revelation 19:7. 
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The Holy 
Spirit is 

the 
divine, 

personal 
source 
of joy! 

 future in 16:21, but we see here that it was part of 
 Jesus’ understanding well before then. 

 Between Jesus’ first and second coming, there is the joy 
 in Christ that is a fruit of the Holy Spirit (Acts 13:52; 
 Romans 14:17; 15:13; Galatians 5:22;   
 1 Thessalonians 1:6), but it is a joy that is a down-
 payment on our eternal joy in Christ. It is a joy mixed 
 with longing. 

o Jesus will later tell a parable that describes 
 waiting for the Bridegroom (READ 25:1-13). 

o In these days when we are awaiting the return of 
 the Bridegroom, believers experience a 
 longing (“they will fast”) for this time to be 
 complete.5 

 Jesus vs. Manmade Tradition (9:16-17) 
9:16“But no one puts a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; 
for the patch pulls away from the garment, and a worse tear 
results. 9:17Nor do people put new wine into old wineskins; 
otherwise the wineskins burst, and the wine pours out and the 
wineskins are ruined; but they put new wine into fresh wineskins, 
and both are preserved.” 

 In Jesus’ two metaphors, we see that there is an  
  incompatible difference between the Pharisees and 
  John the Baptist’s followers on the one hand, and 
  Jesus’ followers on the other hand. 

 This is not a contrast between the Old and New  
  Testaments, or between the Law and the Gospel. 
  The context is the extra-biblical practices of the  
  the Pharisees and the disciples of John the Baptist. 
  The contrast is between their way and the way of 
  Jesus (remember 5:20; 7:28-29). 

 

 
5 Romans 8:23 (notice that groaning is also a work of the Spirit in 
us!); 1 Corinthians 16:22; 2 Corinthians 5:2; Philippians 3:20-21;      
1 Thessalonians 1:10; 2 Timothy 4:8; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 9:28; 
Revelation 22:20. 


