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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

This section of the Gospel of Matthew is about the reality of the
 spiritual world and the only way human beings can escape
 spiritual darkness. 
How we react to a text like this reveals a lot about us. In our day,
 people may consider themselves “spiritual,” but this age is mostly
 secular and materialist. Many Christians, who give lip-service to
 spiritual realities, fall back on worldly answers and solutions. How
 often is prayer and faith in the work of the Holy Spirit our chief
 reliance in challenges? 
 

Unwilling to See the Light (12:22-37) 
 The Darkness Defeated (12:22-24) 

12:22Then a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute was 
brought to Jesus, and He healed him, so that the mute man spoke 
and saw. 12:23All the crowds were amazed, and were saying, “This 
man cannot be the Son of David, can he?” 12:24But when the 
Pharisees heard this, they said, “This man casts out demons only 
by Beelzebul the ruler of the demons.” 

 In the New Testament, when we read a title containing 
 the name “David,” we need to read “King.” Jesus is 
 displaying an authority that is greater than any seen 
 before, and the crowds rightly begin to suspect that 
 this is God’s chosen King over all. He is greater than 
 any other power in the universe, seen and unseen. 

 Compare with 9:34; 10:25. 
 Jewish rabbis, for several centuries after this, continued 

 attacking Jesus as a worker of black arts that led 
 Israel astray. 

 The Power That Defeats Darkness (12:25-29) 
12:25And knowing their thoughts Jesus said to them, “Any kingdom 
divided against itself is laid waste; and any city or house divided 
against itself will not stand. 12:26If Satan casts out Satan, he is 
divided against himself; how then will his kingdom stand? 12:27If 
I by Beelzebul cast out demons, by whom do your sons cast them 
out? For this reason they will be your judges. 12:28But if I cast out 
demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come 
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upon you. 12:29Or how can anyone enter the strong man’s house 
and carry off his property, unless he first binds the strong man? 
And then he will plunder his house.” 

 The Spirit is mentioned previously in 12:18. 
 We learn two things: 

o The “kingdom of God” is marked by the power
 of “the Spirit of God.” It is Spiritual. 

o The “kingdom of God” sees the dominion of 
 Christ over the spiritual realm. 

 Compare with Isaiah 49:24-25. 
 When was the “strong man” (“Satan”) bound? When 

 Jesus sent out the disciples to spread the Gospel 
 (Luke 10:17-19; I believe Revelation 12:7-9; 20:1-3 
 describes the same thing from different 
 perspectives). Only the Spirit working through the 
 word of the Gospel delivers from spiritual darkness. 

 No Neutral Zone (12:30) 
12:30“He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not 
gather with Me scatters.” 

 This seems to be harvest theme, related to (9:37-38). 
 “Gathering” is a frequent theme in Matthew (3:12; 
 13:30,47; 18:20; 22:10). 

 Unforgiveable (12:31-32) 
12:31“Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall be 
forgiven people, but blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be 
forgiven. 12:32Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man, it 
shall be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, 
it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to 
come.” 

 Don’t quickly overlook 12:31a! 
 The word “blasphemy” is sometimes translated 

 “slander,” which is what it is. This “blasphemy,” from 
 the clear context, means attributing to the enemy 
 actions done by the Holy Spirit. It amounts to calling 
 the Holy Spirit the enemy (compare with Isaiah 5:20). 
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 The identity of the “Son of Man” had yet to be fully 
 unveiled; therefore God was still showing grace. The 
 power of the Holy Spirit, on the other hand, was 
 clearly seen. 

 Words Reveal Hearts (12:33-37) 
12:33“Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the 
tree bad and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit. 
12:34You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is 
good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. 
12:35The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; 
and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil. 
12:36But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they 
shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment. 12:37For by 
your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be 
condemned.” 

 These words of confession about God reveal a person’s 
 true beliefs. A confession that God the Holy Spirit is 
 the spiritual enemy puts the confessor in the category 
 of unbeliever. A confession that Jesus is doing works 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit puts the confessor in 
 the category of believer. “Justified” is a legal term, 
 referring in this case to the Day of Judgment. 

 

The Only Needed Sign Is the Gospel (12:38-42) 
 Sign-Seeking (12:38) 

12:38Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Him, 
“Teacher, we want to see a sign from You.” 

 This demand will be repeated in 16:1. 
 Unbelief is an incredibly powerful thing: these had just 

 seen a powerful work of God (12:22). 
 The Sign of Jonah (12:39-40) 

12:39But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous 
generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it 
but the sign of Jonah the prophet; 12:40for just as Jonah was three 
days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so will the 
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Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth.” 

 “Adulterous” refers to the generation’s unfaithfulness to 
 God (Hosea 3:1; James 4:1-4). 

 Greater Than Jonah (12:41) 
12:41“The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the 
judgment, and will condemn it because they repented at the 
preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is 
here.” 

 Greater Than Solomon (12:42) 
12:42“The Queen of the South will rise up with this generation at 
the judgment and will condemn it, because she came from the 
ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, 
something greater than Solomon is here.” 

 This is something important to notice: Jesus affirms the 
 historical accuracy of the O.T. These were real 
 people, and they will speak on the Day of Judgment. 

 “Judgment” is a recurring theme in this section 
 (12:27,36,41,42; see also 10:15; 11:22,24). 

 Jesus is greater than “the temple” (12:6), Jonah (12:41), 
 and Solomon (12:42). 

 

We Are Spiritual Beings (12:43-45) 
12:43“Now when the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through 
waterless places seeking rest, and does not find it. 12:44Then it says, ‘I 
will return to my house from which I came’; and when it comes, it 
finds it unoccupied, swept, and put in order. 12:45Then it goes and 
takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and 
they go in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes 
worse than the first. That is the way it will also be with this evil 
generation.” 

 Human beings are created to be spiritually linked with another 
 spiritual being. It will either be of the kingdom of 
 darkness, or it will be God the Holy Spirit. 

 This “last state” is the ultimate fruit of scoffing at Christ. 


