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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

The King Is Coming (9:35) 
9:35Jesus was going through all the cities and villages, teaching in 
their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and 
healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. 
 Jesus’ Itinerate Ministry 

 This verse is an almost exact copy of 4:23. 
 Teaching and Proclaiming 

 The “gospel of the kingdom” (4:17,23), or “good news” of 
 the kingdom of God, is an idea that first occurs in 
 Isaiah. 

o READ Isaiah 40:9-10. 
o READ Isaiah 52:7. 

 See also Matthew 10:7; 24:14; Acts 28:31. 
 We should see this theme in the “Great Commission,” as 

 well, even though the exact words aren’t used. Jesus, 
 Who has “all authority…in heaven and on earth” 
 (Matthew 28:18), tells us that discipleship after 
 baptism includes teaching disciples to “observe” all 
 His commands (28:20). The “authority” and 
 commands of the risen Jesus are good news in a 
 world broken by confusion, sin, injustice, tyranny, and 
 lies. 

 This is the “Gospel,” or good news: Jesus, Who is fully 
 and eternally God with the Father and Holy Spirit, 
 became one of us – human in every way, except 
 without sin. As one of us, He did what none of us 
 could ever do: He lived a life of perfect holiness, 
 righteousness, and obedience to the Father. He died 
 on the cross in the place of sinners, taking the full 
 and right wrath against God for sin. This was a price 
 we should have paid forever in hell. Jesus was 
 buried, and on the third day He rose from the dead, 
 having conquered our greatest enemy and the 
 penalty for sin: death. After being seen by hundreds 
 of eye-witnesses, Jesus ascended into heaven, 
 where He reigns over heaven and earth until He 
 returns to make all things new. Right now, Jesus is 
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 reigning over all things. This is why the “Gospel” is 
 about a “kingdom,” a King’s Domain. 

 The full forgiveness, peace, joy, love, adoption, presence, 
 and eternal life in Jesus are ours if we trust in Him 
 alone for our salvation. But we often overlook the 
 current heavenly reign of Christ. 

o READ Matthew 28:18-20. Bringing Jesus’ reign 
 into the lives of people among the “nations” 
 is the ultimate goal of the “Great 
 Commission.” 

o Christ’s heavenly reign ought to produce in us 
 thankfulness (Colossians 2:6-10), a battle 
 against sin (1 Peter 3:22-4:2), unity and 
 selflessness in the Church  
 (Philippians 2:1-11), a life-long growth in 
 obedience to Him (Matthew 28:18-20), 
 blessedness for trusting Him for security 
 (Psalm 2:1-12), a people who freely give their 
 whole lives to God (Psalm 110:1-3), a 
 relationship with God the Father (Luke 10:22; 
 John 3:35), eternal life (John 17:2), peace 
 (Acts 10:36), and grace with each other in 
 matters of conscience   
 (Romans 14:1-23, verse 9). 

 Healing 
 As we’ll see in 11:2-6, Jesus’ healing works were signs of 

 His identity as the “Expected One” Who would fulfill 
 the promises of God. 

 
The Compassionate Shepherd (9:36) 
9:36Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were 
distressed and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd. 
 The Compassion of Jesus 

 See also 14:14; 15:32; 18:27; 20:34. 
 This compassion, translated “tender mercy” in 

 Luke 1:78, describes God’s affection in sending His 
 Son. 
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 In the rest of the N.T., this word describes the affections 
 believers should have for one another.1 

 When There Is No Shepherd 
 This seems to be an allusion to Numbers 27:17. 
 In the O.T. Prophets, there are numerous condemnations 

 of Israel’s failed leaders using the language of 
 shepherds (Jeremiah 23:1-4; Ezekiel 34:1-31; 
 Zechariah 10:2-3; 13:7). The shepherd imagery 
 described the king, protector and chief servant of 
 the LORD among the people. The Prophets also 
 looked forward to a descendant of David who would 
 be the shepherd of God’s covenant people 
 (Ezekiel 37:24; Micah 5:4). 

 Jesus is that Shepherd (Matthew 25:32; 26:31; 
 John 10:11-16; Hebrews 13:20; 1 Peter 2:25).2 

 
Harvest-Prayer (9:37-38) 
9:37Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
workers are few. 9:38Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send 
out workers into His harvest.” 
 The Plentiful Harvest and the Need 

 Jesus refers to His disciples using the title “worker” in 
 10:10 (today’s text is a lead-up to 10:1-42). 

 READ John 4:35-38. 
 
 
 

 
1 Ephesians 4:32; Philippians 1:8; 2:1; Colossians 3:12;         
Philemon 7,20; 1 Peter 3:8; 1 John 3:17. It is variously translated 
“tender-hearted,” “affection,” “kind-hearted,” and “heart.” This word-
group describes deeply-felt affections (it is literally the word for 
“guts”). 
2 Jesus does appoint pastors (“pastor” is the same word as 
“shepherd”) in His local congregations (Acts 20:28; Ephesians 4:11; 1 
Peter 5:1-4), but He is the true Shepherd of His sheep. 
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 Pray to the Lord of the Harvest 
 This prayer is modeled for us in the N.T.: 

o It is the chief prayer of the persecuted Church 
 (Acts 4:23-31). 

o Paul, as a goal of the “armor of God,” asks the 
 Ephesians to pray for him as he speaks the 
 Gospel (Ephesians 6:10-20). Missional 
 praying is spiritual warfare   
 (2 Thessalonians 3:1-5). 

o Our prayer for others’ missions and evangelism 
 should affect our own efforts  
 (Colossians 4:2-6). 

o We join with missionaries and evangelists when 
 we pray for them, and the result is 
 gratefulness to God for His grace  
 (2 Corinthians 1:11). 

 The Harvest and the End of the Age 
 There are two aspects to this “harvest” described in the 

 N.T. One side is the gathering of God’s people 
 through the proclamation of and belief in the Gospel. 
 This happens through this entire Gospel Age 
 between Christ’s first and second coming. It is 
 leading to the end of the age, when the harvest will 
 involve judgment for all who are not gathered 
 (Matthew 13:3-9,18-23; 13:24-30,36-43). 

 In both the Old (Jeremiah 5:12-13; Ezekiel 12:22-27; 
 Malachi 2:17) and New (Matthew 24:45-51//
 Luke 12:41-48; 2 Peter 3:3-14) Testaments we see 
 an attitude that’s common today, as well: things have 
 gone on as they are for so long that God isn’t going 
 to do anything, so let’s keep living however we want. 

 Jesus uses “the days of Noah” as an example to warn 
 His disciples against a careless attitude  
 (Matthew 24:37-39). Jesus urges us to “be on the 
 alert” (24:42). READ also Mark 13:33-37. 

 “When the master comes and finds the servant doing his 
 work, the servant will be blessed” (Matthew 24:46, 
 NCV). 


