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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

6:13b“For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen.”1 
 

Praise’s Place in Prayer 

 Transition 
 The “for” at the beginning of the doxology connects it 

 with what came before. We have confidence when 
 we pray because the only One capable of answering 
 the prayer is the One worthy of praise. We do not 
 seek the petitions of the “Lord’s Prayer” from anyone 
 lesser. 

 Beginning and End 
 This model prayer, the “Lord’s Prayer,” begins and ends 

 focused on God. 
 The prayer ends not with appeal to human promises, 

 merit, or worthiness that might be leverage or offering 
 to gain a positive answer to the prayer. Instead, the 
 petitions are based solely on God’s character, 
 authority, ability, worthiness, and merit. 

 
 

                                                           
1 In most modern English translations, this doxology will be in 
brackets, put in a footnote, or have a footnote about it saying that it is 
not found in the earliest manuscripts of the Gospel of Matthew. In 
addition, numerous early commentaries on the Lord’s Prayer don’t 
mention the doxology at all. However, the Didache, a writing dating 
from sometime between the apostles and the A.D. second century, 
contains the doxology at the end of the “Lord’s Prayer” (section 8). 
John Chrysostom (d. 407) comments on it in his sermon on the Lord’s 
Prayer (Homily 19 on St. Matthew), and the doxology is found in the 
Peshitta, an A.D. 2nd century translation of the New Testament into 
Syriac. For me, the deciding factor is that Paul seems to be echoing 
the doxology in 2 Timothy 4:18. All this evidence is to say that the 
issue isn’t as settled as some make it seem! 
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 Old Testament Model for “Lord’s Prayer” Doxology 
 READ David’s prayer in 1 Chronicles 29:10-19 

 (esp. vss. 10-11). 
 New Testament Echo of the “Lord’s Prayer” Doxology 

 Compare with Paul’s doxology in his last letter: 
“…deliver [from ῥύομαι] 
us from evil. For Yours is 
the kingdom and the 
power and the glory 
forever. Amen”   
(Matthew 6:13). 

“The Lord will rescue 
[from ῥύομαι] me from 
every evil deed, and will 
bring me safely to 
His heavenly kingdom; to 
Him be the glory forever 
and ever. Amen”            
(2 Timothy 4:18). 

What Is His 

 The Kingdom 
 This is the second time in the “Lord’s Prayer” that the 

 word “kingdom” appears (6:10), highlighting the 
 importance of this concept in the Gospel of Matthew.2 

 His Kingdom must be our first priority (6:33). 
 The realm of true justice, righteousness, and peace is His 

 realm alone. He alone is King. We need this 
 confession more than we even know. 

 The Power 
 The verb form of this word “power” is sometimes 

 translated “able” (3:9; 10:28). The doxology at the 
 end of the prayer is a confession of our own inability 
 – it is part of humility all God’s people have before 
 Him. 

                                                           
2 Jesus is introduced in the Gospel as the “son of David” (1:1), who 
was “the king” (1:6)…let me encourage you to watch my video on 
the Davidic covenant to see how important this is 
(https://vimeo.com/339195955). The devil offered Jesus “all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory” (4:8). The desire for Jesus’ 
disciples is to inherit and enter the “kingdom” (5:3,10,19-20). 
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 Speaking of God’s power, Jesus refers to it in the 
 context of the resurrection (22:29) and describes 
 God’s heavenly place of authority as one of power 
 (26:64; compare with Psalm 110:1). 

 READ Revelation 12:10-11. 
 The Glory 

 It is from this word, “glory,” that we get our word 
 “doxology” (from the Greek word for “glory,” δόξα). A 
 doxology is a statement of praise attributing glory to 
 God. It is a frequent way of praising God in the New 
 Testament.3 

 Jesus Christ, has the same glory as the Father, being 
 fully God (16:27; 19:28; 24:30; 25:31). 

 Do we do all we do so that more and more people will 
 give glory to the Father (5:16), or are we motivated to 
 receive glory from men for our works (6:2)? 

Forever 
 “Forever” is an acknowledgment that God possesses 

 these things forever – He doesn’t acquire these 
 things, and no one gives them to Him.4 This is Who 
 He always has been and always will be. 

 

Let It Be So (“Amen”) 
 What Does “Amen” Mean? 

 Our English word “Amen” is not an English word at all – it 
 is a Hebrew word ( ָאֵמן ) related to the verb “to be 

                                                           
3 Romans 11:33-36; 16:25-27; Galatians 1:3-5; Ephesians 3:20-21; 
Philippians 4:20; 1 Timothy 1:17; 6:15b-16; 2 Timothy 4:18; 
Hebrews 13:20-21; 1 Peter 4:11; 5:11; 2 Peter 3:18b; Jude 24-25; 
Revelation 1:5-6; 5:12-13; 7:12. 
4 Our English word “forever” translates a Greek phrase that literally 
says, “into the ages” (εἰς τοῦς αἰῶνας). It’s a figure of speech 
describing unending future time. Young’s Literal Translation (1898) 
renders the doxology this way: “…Thine is the reign, and the power, 
and the glory - to the ages. Amen.” 
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 faithful” or “to confirm” ( ָאַמן ). It affirms the 
 truthfulness of something said: “let it be.”5 

 It came to affirm a statement of blessing or praise 
 toward God.6 Paul uses this in his letters as 
 affirmations of doxology. This is why we end our 
 prayers with “Amen.” It means “let it be so.” It is a 
 request that all has been said and requested be 
 made to come to reality by the work of God 
 (Romans 15:33; 16:24; 1 Corinthians 16:24; 
 Galatians 6:18; Revelation 22:20-21). 

o In a sense, the “Amen” also returns us to the 
 first three petitions of this prayer (6:9-10). It 
 affirms the priority of God above all things. 

 But it has another shade of meaning, as well. In the 
 Hebrew, the word “Amen” also speaks of 
 truthfulness. It is an affirmation that what has been 
 said is true. This is a congregational responsibility in 
 worship (1 Corinthians 14:16-17).7 The “Amen” in 
 the praises of the Bible are there so that the 
 congregation of God’s people can affirm the truth 
 of the praise. 

 
This prayer to the Father leads us to Jesus, our King, 

Able Savior, and glorious God. Trust Him alone 
for salvation today. 

                                                           
5 In the Law, it is a statement of affirmation by the people accepting 
the consequences (curses) of disobedience/unfaithfulness to the 
covenant (Numbers 5:22; Deuteronomy 27:15-26; Nehemiah 5:13). In 
the sense of, “if we are unfaithful, we accept the consequences for 
unfaithfulness – let it be so.” Twice – both times in the prophet 
Jeremiah – it is an affirmation of God’s promised blessing to His 
people (Jeremiah 11:5; 28:6). 
6 1 Chronicles 16:36; Nehemiah 8:6; Psalm 41:13; 72:19; 89:52; 
106:48. 
7 See also 2 Corinthians 1:20. 


