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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Introduction (2:1) 
2:1“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 
The One Who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One Who walks among the seven golden 
lampstands, says this…” 
 

Positive (2:2-3) 
2:2“‘I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put 
to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false; 2:3and you 
have perseverance and have endured for My name’s sake, and have not grown weary.’” 

 The Ephesian church had been warned several times about the dangers of false teachers  
 (Acts 20:28-32; 1 Timothy 1:3-11; 4:1-8; 6:2-7,20-21; 2 Timothy 3:1-17). 

 This is a reminder that the greatest threats to the churches come from within. 
 

Works That Go with Love (2:4-5) 
2:4“‘But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.’” 

 While Jesus accuses the Ephesians of leaving their “first love,” He knows the “love” of the 
 Thyatirans (2:19). The verb “love” describes Jesus’ love for His people (1:5; 3:9; 
 probably 20:9). 

 

Repentance and Warning (2:5) 
2:5“‘Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else 
I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place - unless you repent.’” 

 Another clue to knowing what Jesus means by “first love” is the repentance He commands of 
 them: “…do the deeds you did at first.” “First love” is found in “deeds” done “at first.” 
 Again, the Thyatirans have both “love” and “deeds.” 

 

Works That Are to Be Hated (2:6) 
2:6“‘Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.’” 

 There is similarity between the word “Nicolaitans” (Νικολαΐτης, followers of Νικόλαος) and the 
 verb “overcome” (νικάω). 

 While we don’t know the identity of “the Nicolaitans,” we do have a helpful parallel that tells us 
 the nature of their “deeds.” In 2:14-15, we read that “the Nicolaitans” act and teach “in the 
 same way” as those who hold to the “teaching of Balaam.” 

 

The Letter’s Conclusion (2:7) 
2:7“‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will 
grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.’” 
 He Who Has an Ear 

 This phrase ends all seven letters and is used one further time in the Revelation (2:11,17,29; 
 3:6,13,22; 13:9). We also find it in Jesus’ words in Matthew 13:9,43; Mark 7:16. 

 What does this phrase mean? Who would not have “an ear”? The answer in found in the 
 Psalms: READ Psalm 135:15-18 (paralleled from 115:4-8).1 

o Having ears but not hearing describes the spiritual condition of the idolater. We 
 resemble what we worship. 

o Having ears to hear is a grace of God (Deuteronomy 29:4; Proverbs 20:12). 

 
1 This phrase also occurs in Isaiah 42:20; Jeremiah 5:21; Ezekiel 12:2. 
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 Those who have ears to hear are those who are not idolaters, but worship the one true God 
 of the Bible through His Son Jesus Christ. 

 The Spirit Speaks to the Churches 
 This phrase, too, occurs in every one of the seven letters. This is interesting, and shows the 

 unity of the Son and Spirit as the one true God Who is three Persons. Each letter begins 
 identifying Jesus as the speaker in the letter, yet each letter ends with this command to 
 hear the Spirit Who speaks to the churches. The Spirit speaks to the churches through 
 the written words that come from Jesus through His apostles. 

 The Tree of Life in the Paradise of God 
 Other than Genesis (2:9; 3:22,24) and Proverbs (3:18; 11:30; 13:12; 15:4), the Revelation is 

 the only other book in the Bible that mentions the “tree of life” (2:7; 22:1-2,14,19). 
 2:7 is Trinitarian: the Son is speaking, ordering those who can to hear “what the Spirit says 

 to the churches,” and promises overcomers access to the “Paradise of God” the Father 
 (see 1:6). 

 “Paradise” is a Hebrew word ( ַּפְרֵּדס ) meaning “orchard,” “forest,” or “garden.”  
 READ Song of songs 4:12-16 ( ַּפְרֵּדס occurs in 4:13, translated “orchard” in the NASB). 


