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1 
Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Kingdom 
should be 
prayer’s 
priority 

because it’s 
the Bible’s 

priority! 

In this part of the “Sermon on the Mount” to His disciples, Jesus is 
teaching His people how to practice righteousness (6:1), which 
includes prayer. Last week we started worshiping together through 
the “model prayer,” or “Lord’s Prayer.” Jesus instructs His disciples, 
“pray, then, in this way” (6:9). 
 

The Second Petition (6:10a) 
6:10a“Your kingdom come.” 

 The Purpose of the Petition 
 Remember what we said concerning the first petition 

 (6:9). It isn’t a call on God to make His name holy – 
 His name is already holy.1 Instead, it is a prayer that 
 God would cause people to reverence His name (and 
 therefore Him) more. By faith in Christ and the 
 indwelling Holy Spirit, His name is “Father” to us. 

 In the same way, we do not pray this second petition 
 (“Your kingdom come”) to make God King. He is 
 already Sovereign over all, since He is God, Creator, 
 and Sustainer. This is a prayer that allegiance and 
 submission to His Kingdom would spread in our lives 
 and everywhere. 

 The Importance of Kingdom 
 The “kingdom” is a major theme of the Gospel of 

 Matthew. The announcement of the imminent 
 kingdom was the foundational message of both John 
 the Baptist (3:2), Jesus (4:17,23), and the twelve 
 apostles (10:7). The first Beatitude includes a 
 promise concerning the kingdom (5:3). Jesus is 
 introduced in the Gospel as “the Messiah” (or Christ, 
 a kingly title) and “the son of David…the king” 
 (1:1,6). Jesus is regularly addressed as “Son of 
 David” in this Gospel (9:27; 15:22; 20:30,31; 
 21:9,15; 22:42). 

                                                           
1 Psalm 30:4; 97:12; 99:3; 103:1; 111:9; Luke 1:49. 
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 This petition is in line with the faith of those saints who 
 were longing for the coming of Christ and the 
 fulfillment of God’s promises in Him. We read that 
 “Joseph of Arimathea…was waiting for the kingdom 
 of God” (Luke 23:51//Mark 15:43). 

 They announce Him as King of the kingdom during the 
 Triumphal Entry (Mark 11:10). At His ascension He is 
 proclaimed to be King of all creation (Matthew 28:18; 
 Ephesians 1:20-21; Revelation 1:5; 17:14; 19:16). 
 That’s through the end of the Book; it was the goal, 
 though, from the Book’s beginning. 

 The Promises of God 
 God created humanity for the purpose of being a 

 creation-wide kingdom that represented His kingship: 
 “God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, 
 according to Our likeness; and let them rule…’” 
 (Genesis 1:26).2 In the Fall, though, humanity 
 rebelled and vainly thought we could be kings of our 
 own kingdom. God’s purpose, though, in the Gospel, 
 is to bring a redeemed humanity into “the kingdom of 
 His beloved Son” (Colossians 1:13). The O.T. is 
 God’s preparation to fulfill that Kingdom purpose. 

 The promise of God’s kingdom builds throughout the 
 Bible, from the promise to make His covenant people 
 “a kingdom of priests” (Exodus 19:6; 1 Peter 2:9), to 
 His prophecy that His King would be “higher” and 
 His kingdom “exalted” (Numbers 24:7), to His giving 
 statutes for a King faithful to His Law 
 (Deuteronomy 17:14-20). 

 The LORD made a promise through David for a coming 
 King Who would reign forever (2 Samuel 7:12-16).3 

 Also READ Psalm 2:1-12; Daniel 7:1-28; Luke 1:32-33. 

                                                           
2 Significantly, this verb reoccurs in Numbers 24:19. 
3 Paul teaches us to understand the “seed” of God’s promises to be 
Christ (Galatians 3:16). 
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 Christ, the King of the Father’s Kingdom 
 “Because we are hostile and utterly unable to return to 

 God, and so that we can be rescued and made 
 secure from our spiritual enemies, we need His kingly 
 office to convince, subdue, draw, sustain, deliver, and 
 preserve us for His heavenly kingdom.”4 

 “How does Christ execute the office of a king? Christ 
 executes the office of a king, in subduing us to 
 Himself, in ruling and defending us, and in restraining 
 and conquering all His and our enemies.”5 

 What We Don’t Pray 
 We don’t pray: My kingdom come. 
 To seek our own kingdom is to seek our own power or 

 authority – to seek the dominance of our ideas and 
 preferences. 

 To seek our own kingdom is to seek to be king – to make 
 others bend to our will. 

 

The Third Petition (6:10b) 
6:10b“Your will be done…” 

 Those Who Do the Will of the Father… 
 “Will enter the kingdom of heaven” (7:21). 
 Are part of Jesus’ family (12:48-50). 

 The Master’s Prayer 
 Jesus didn’t just tell us to pray this way; at the most 

 critical moment of His human life, He prayed this 
 way, as well (Matthew 26:42//Luke 22:42). 

 Finding His Will 
 The will of God is revealed in the all-sufficient and 

 inerrant Word of God. His will does not contradict, 
 add to, and is not less than His Word. You cannot 

                                                           
4 The 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith in Modern English, 8.10. 
5 The Baptist Catechism, written by Baptist pastor Benjamin Keach 
(1640-1704), Q.30. 
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 sincerely pray “Your will be done” from a life marked 
 by a shut Bible. 

 Praying for His will also means acknowledging His 
 providence in all things.6 

 What We Don’t Pray 
 We don’t pray: My will be done.7 

 

An Authority Issue (6:10c) 
6:10c“…on earth as it is in heaven.” 

 The first three petitions can all be summed up in a single 
 idea: God’s ultimate purpose for creation. God’s goal in 
 all things is to see His name revered as holy in all places 
 and in all things, for everything in creation to bow its knee 
 to His absolute authority, and for His will to be the desire 
 of every will in creation. 

 Cultivating a Heavenward Life on Earth 
 “Heaven” has already been part of this prayer (6:9). 
 READ Philippians 3:20-21; Colossians 3:1-3; 

 Hebrews 11:13-16. 
 What We Don’t Pray 

 We don’t pray: the priority and goals of heaven must 
 bend to the priority, goals, values, and expectations 
 of earth. 

                                                           
6 Acts 18:21; 21:14; Romans 1:10; 15:32; 1 Corinthians 4:19; 16:7; 
Hebrews 6:3; James 4:13-16. 
7 “…when we ask for the coming of his kingdom, we are asking for 
the doing of his will. This is the point at which heaven and earth 
meet, the point at which my will must come into harmony with 
God’s. Anything I am asking that is not in harmony with the way 
things are done in heaven has got to go. If in the integrity of my heart 
I speak the words, Thy will be done, I must be willing, if the answer 
requires it, that my will be undone. It is a prayer of commitment and 
relinquishment.” Elizabeth Elliot (1926-2015), God’s Guidance 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, reprint 2006), pg. 19. 


