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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Chapter 10 contained Jesus’ words upon sending His disciples out as 
His missionaries – a large portion of this sermon (10:13b-39) was on 
how to endure rejection as a disciple of Jesus. Chapters 11 and 12 
then show Jesus Himself going through various encounters of 
challenge and rejection. This large section (chapters 10-12) now ends 
positively with Jesus describing those who are His true family with 
God the Father. It falls in line with each of these chapters ending with 
a brief, but positive, teaching (10:40-42; 11:25-30). 
 

Jesus: Crowds and Kin (12:46-47) 
12:46While He was still speaking to the crowds, behold, His mother 
and brothers were standing outside, seeking to speak to Him. 
12:47Someone said to Him, “Behold, Your mother and Your brothers 
are standing outside seeking to speak to You.” 
 He Was Speaking to the Crowds 

 Though chapters 10-12 were primarily about opposition 
 to Jesus, His message, and His disciples, Jesus 
 “was still speaking to the crowds.” He has just 
 described them as “an evil and adulterous 
 generation” (12:39,45), but He “was still speaking to 
 the crowds.” 

 We are just beginning in our mission to this world, 
 Church. 

 Jesus’ Earthly Family 
 This is the first time Mary is mentioned since 2:21. 
 They will be mentioned again in more detail in 13:55-56. 
 Despite Roman Catholic tradition concerning Mary, she 

 did not remain a virgin after giving birth to Jesus. 
 Mary and Joseph had other children (see 
 Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3; John 2:12; 7:3,5;  
 1 Corinthians 9:5; Galatians 1:19). 

 Jesus and Family Loyalty 
 This interaction was foreshadowed by Jesus’ own words 

 in 10:21,35-37 (see also 8:21-22). Remember that 
 the disciples had already left family to follow Jesus 
 (4:22). 
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 This is not Jesus rejecting His earthly family; Jesus is 
 showing the priority of the Kingdom even over earthly 
 families. 

 The 5th Commandment (Exodus 20:12; 
 Deuteronomy 5:16) is important; Jesus will defend its 
 right application in Matthew 15:3-9. 

 We love parents more when we love God the Father 
 more than we love them. The same is true for 
 spouses, children, and friends. We love them more 
 when we love them less. 

 Remember that Jesus made arrangements for the care of 
 His mother Mary even as He was dying on the cross 
 (John 19:25-27). 

 
Behold the Family of Jesus (12:48-50) 
12:48But Jesus answered the one who was telling Him and said, “Who 
is My mother and who are My brothers?” 12:49And stretching out His 
hand toward His disciples, He said, “Behold My mother and My 
brothers! 12:50For whoever does the will of My Father Who is in 
heaven, he is My brother and sister and mother.” 
 Jesus’ Family 

 When we are “born again” (John 3:3; 1 Peter 1:3,23) by 
 faith in Jesus, we are redeemed by His blood “out of 
 every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation” 
 (Revelation 5:9, K.J.V.). 

 The Spirit-created Gospel fellowship of the local 
 congregation ought to be one of the most 
 fundamental bonds in this life.1 We must be 

 
1 “…when you became a Christian, you underwent a complete 
identity shift. Now, you are a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17); you are a 
child of God (Gal. 4:5); you are united to Christ (Rom. 6:1-8). Being 
a Christian is more fundamental to your identity than your family, 
your ethnicity, your profession, your nationality, your sexuality, your 
personality – or any other way this world defines identity. And so the 
unity you share with every Christian supercedes every other bond...as 
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 purposeful in working toward this goal as we grow in 
 Christ: READ John 17:20-23; Romans 14:19; 
 Ephesians 4:1-6; Colossians 3:13-15. 

 Our goal should be that we would “…seek to abound for 
 the edification of the church” (1 Corinthians 14:12b). 

 The Will of My Father 
 This is the third petition Jesus teaches His disciples to 

 pray: “Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father Who is in 
 heaven…Your will be done, on earth as it is in 
 heaven’” (Matthew 6:9-10).2 

 In 7:21, Jesus teaches us that only “he who does the will 
 of My Father Who is in heaven” will enter “the 
 kingdom of heaven.” Jesus will send away those 
 “who practice lawlessness” (7:23). The standard for 
 the Father’s will is His Law – the commandments of 
 Scripture. 

 We know God’s will by the Jesus-centered Bible He has 
 given us.3 

 Jesus’ Brothers 
 Later He will tell His disciples that since He is their 

 “Teacher,” they “are all brothers” (23:8). 
 We often misunderstand the parable of judgment in 

 25:31-46. Jesus judges “all the nations” by how they 
 treat “one of these brothers of Mine” (25:40), that is, 
 the Church. 

 After the resurrection, Jesus calls His disciples “My 
 brethren” (28:10). Remember that, in Greek, the 
 plural word “brethren” does include women. 

 
people with little in common in the world’s eyes love each other as if 
they were closer than family, all heaven looks on with wonder at what 
the gospel has created” Mark Dever & Jamie Dunlop, The Compelling 
Community (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2015), pgs. 69-70, 72-73. 
2 Jesus Himself prayed this in Matthew 26:39,42,44. 
3 In Luke 8:21, we have this parallel: “My mother and My brothers 
are these who hear the word of God and do it.” 
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 Jesus’ Sisters 
 It’s worth noting that Jesus adds a word. In 12:47-49 it 

 was Jesus’ earthly “mother” and “brothers.” Here, 
 in 12:50, He adds the word “sister.” While the Greek 
 word “brother” in the plural form can include sisters, 
 Jesus explicitly mentions “sister” here. 

 Men and women are equal in Christ (Galatians 3:26-29).4 
 A “sister” in the faith is to be regarded and treated 
 with “honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life” 
 (1 Peter 3:7). 

 In the church, we are to regard “older women as 
 mothers, and the younger women as sisters, in all 
 purity” (1 Timothy 5:2). 

 Before Paul writes, “wives, be subject to your own 
 husbands, as to the Lord,” he tells the entire 
 congregation, “be subject to one another in the fear 
 of Christ” (Ephesians 5:21-22). There is an equality 
 in the membership of the Spirit-filled  
 (Ephesians 5:18b), biblically faithful congregation. 

 A congregation cannot tolerate demeaning, harassing, or 
 abuse of women. This is not feminism, equal rights, 
 #MeToo, or anything else that might be popular in our 
 culture. This is just plain Bible. 

 Greater Family 
 READ Matthew 19:29. 
 As part of this greater family, our calling is to conformity 

 to the Son (Romans 8:29) and holiness  
 (Hebrews 2:10-13). 

 May we find joy and comfort in this greater family! 

 
4 This does not mean that men and women have the same roles in the 
church, however. Women are not permitted by Scripture to “teach or 
exercise authority over a man” (1 Timothy 2:12), and cannot be “the 
husband of one wife” (3:2), and therefore cannot be in the position of 
or act as an elder, overseer, or pastor (these three terms being 
interchangeable in the New Testament). 


