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The Most Important Question (16:13-16) 
 Popular Opinion (16:13-14) 

16:13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, 
He was asking His disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of 
Man is?” 16:14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist; and 
others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” 

 This is an old town, rebuilt in honor of Caesar by Philip 
  the Tetrarch. 

 “Son of Man.” 
o This is a title of humility, pointing to Jesus having 

  emptied Himself of prestige and visible glory. 
o This is a title of incarnation, pointing to the fact 

  that Jesus is truly one of us. 
o This is a title of hope, since Daniel 7:13 tells us 

  the One like “a Son of Man” will be justified 
  before God and be given an eternal  
  Kingdom. 

 This is true today: there is a wide variety of opinion about 
  who Jesus is. 

o Herod had supposed Jesus was a resurrected or 
  reincarnated John the Baptist (14:2). 

o Some said Elijah, building upon a wrong  
  understanding of Malachi 4:5. 

o Jesus may have been associated with Jeremiah 
  because the prophet foretold the judgment of 
  the unrepentant Judah, and faced fierce  
  opposition from the spiritual and civil leaders 
  of his day. 

o One thing in common to all these names and 
  expectations is that the crowds thought  
  Jesus was someone from the past who had 
  returned from the dead in some way. 

 “It is possible for men to have good thoughts of Christ, 
  and yet not right ones, a high opinion of him, and yet 
  not high enough” (Matthew Henry). 

 Heaven’s Answer (16:15-17) 
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16:15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16:16Simon 
Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
16:17And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, 
because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father 
Who is in heaven.” 

 There are two titles confessed by Peter: 
o Jesus is the “Christ.” Since this is a royal title, it 

  would have been synonymous with “Son of 
  David.” For A.D. 1st century Jews, it would 
  have been impossible to separate the title 
  from political/military or nationalistic  
  undertones. Jesus has to continually push 
  against this, even after His resurrection. 

o “Son of the living God.” 
 “Living” would have at least two  

  implications. First, this describes an 
  active relationship between Jesus 
  and God. Second, it sets the one 
  true God apart from the history of 
  worshiping false “gods” in Caesarea 
  Philippi (Pan, and earlier, Baal). 

 READ 11:27. 
 The Father declared Jesus to be His Son during Jesus’ 

  baptism (3:17). It is on the basis of this identity that 
  the devil tempts Jesus (4:1-11). The disciples  
  themselves, after Jesus had calmed the storm on the 
  sea, proclaimed Him to be “God’s Son” (14:33). 

 “The Christian religion is a revealed religion, has its rise 
  in heaven; it is a religion from above, given by  
  inspiration of God, not the learning of philosophers, 
  nor the politics of statesmen” (Matthew Henry). 

 We must beware of counterfeits: 
o Christ – Jesus Himself promises there will be 

  “false christs” (24:5,24). 
 

Jesus’ Church (16:18) 
 Foundation (16:18) 
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16:18“I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build My church; and the gates of Hades [ᾅδου] will not 
overpower it.” 

 “Peter” is a word-play in Greek off of the word “rock.”1 
 This is one of two times in the Gospels that the word 

  “church” is used. 
 The apostolic teaching of the apostles is the foundation of 

  the Church (Ephesians 2:20; Revelation 21:14).  
  Peter, with the heaven-given confession of Christ, 
  represents the apostles as the beginning, the  
  foundation, of the new covenant church. 

 1 Corinthians 3:11; 1 Peter 2:9. 
 In 7:24, at the end of the “Sermon on the Mount,” Jesus 

  tells us His words are the rock-foundation. 
o “My church.” 

 The Greek word ἐκκλησία is a translation 
  of an O.T. Hebrew word קהל (in both 
  its verb and noun forms), referring to 
  the assembly or gathering of the old 
  covenant people Israel.2 

 Notice Jesus claims possession of this 
assembly: “My.” 

 “Hades” always translates ְׁשאול in the Greek translation 
  of the O.T. 

o The idea is that of death, or the grave. Again, this 
  figure of speech is an echo from the O.T. 
  (Job 38:17; Psalm 9:13; 107:18;  
  Isaiah 38:10). 

 
1 This wordplay is seen in the other name for Peter in the N.T., 
“Cephas” (from the Aramaic word for rock, ֵּכיָפא). READ John 1:42. 
2 This is why only Matthew, of the four Gospel writers, uses the word 
“church” (here and 18:17). Matthew has, from the beginning and 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, been telling the story of Jesus 
as the continuation and fulfillment of the Old Testament. The word 
translated “church” is an O.T. word. 
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o Jesus has conquered it (Revelation 1:18), and it 
  will one day be cast away forever into the 
  lake of fire (Revelation 20:13-14). 

 Keys (16:19) 
16:19“I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and 
whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.” 

 This is an allusion to Isaiah 22:20-22. 
 True disciples of Jesus desire heaven’s will to be done on 

 earth: “Our Father Who is in heaven, hallowed be 
 Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven” (6:9-10). 

 The future tenses are perfect…what is loosed or bound 
 on earth has already been loosed or bound in 
 heaven: heaven is in control, not any steward of keys 
 on earth. 

 This is stewardship: stewardship of a message of a 
 heaven-ruling King over all creation. 
o 18:18 will reveal this to be related to accountability, 

 discipline, and membership in the Church itself. 
o Apart from being accountable to a Jesus-confessing, 

 heaven-submitted, apostolic-authority-built local 
 congregation of the Church, there is no 
 admission to the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 Jesus-confessing (16:16). 
 Heaven-submitted. It is heaven’s kingdom, 

 not ours or the earth’s. 
 Apostolic-authority-built. Jesus appointed the 

 apostles, and the Holy Spirit inspired 
 their teaching which came to be 
 completely contained in the witness of 
 the New Testament. The apostolic 
 authority of the Church is not in a so-
 called successor to Peter, but in the 
 apostolic authority of the New Testament 
 alone. 


