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1 
Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Illustration: Salt of the Earth (5:13) 
5:13“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, 
how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, 
except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men.” 

 To understand what Jesus means by “salt,” we have to skip 
 ahead a little bit to 5:16, where we see that the “salt” 
 and “light” metaphors refer to our “good works” that 
 “glorify [our] Father Who is in heaven.”1 

 One thing is clear by Jesus’ illustration: that which is salted is 
 unmistakably different from that which is unsalted. Salt is 
 different than any other flavor. What does that say, then, 
 when Jesus tells us we are “the salt of the earth”? 

 The word translated “become tasteless” is used in another 
 context: describing those who claimed to be wise but 
 have revealed by their actions to be fools.2 

 If we, as disciples of Jesus, are not what He has called us to 
 be and not doing what He has called us to do, we are 
 “no longer good for anything.” 

 
 
 

                                                           
1 In this case, merely doing a word study on “salt” from the whole 
Bible doesn’t help a lot. It is part of sacrifices (Leviticus 2:13;  
Ezekiel 43:24), descriptive of a covenant (Numbers 18:19), a possible 
image of purity (Exodus 30:35), a cleanser (Ezekiel 16:4), condiment 
for food (Job 6:6), both fire and peace (Mark 9:49,50), and gracious 
speech (Colossians 4:5). This wide variety doesn’t help us draw a 
sure conclusion about Jesus’ meaning; we must limit our 
interpretation to Jesus’ immediate words, where it becomes clear. 
2 Romans 1:22; 1 Corinthians 1:20. This same verb is also used in the 
Greek translation of the O.T.: 2 Samuel 24:10; Isaiah 19:11; 44:25; 
Jeremiah 10:14. Jesus could also be leaning on the double meaning of 
the Hebrew word ָּתֵפל, which can mean both “tasteless” (Job 6:6) and 
“foolish” (Lamentations 2:14). 
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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Discipleship Key: Disciples of Jesus are called 
to be different from the world, and, in our difference, 

bring its only hope of salvation. 
 

Illustration: Light (5:14,15) 
 Light of the World (5:14a) 

5:14a“You are the light of the world.” 
 God Himself is the Source, the original spiritual “Light.”3 

 Jesus manifested the light of God while He was in the 
 world.4 We saw this clearly in Matthew 4:14-16 
 (quoting Isaiah 9:1,2). 

 As disciples and followers of Christ, His people are to 
 shine forth the same spiritual and heavenly light as 
 Jesus. We are the light of Jesus to the world.5 

 City Set on a Hill (5:14b) 
“5:14bA city set on a hill cannot be hidden…” 

 No doubt Jesus just meant this as a common-sense 
 illustration, but we can also look forward to the 
 glorious city of light that is our promised Home 
 (Revelation 21:10,11,23,24). 

 A Lamp (5:15) 
5:15“…nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but 
on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.” 

 This same imagery will be used of the glorified Jesus to 
 describe local congregations (Revelation 1:12-20; 
 2:1,5). 

 
 

                                                           
3 Psalm 27:1; 36:9; Isaiah 60:19; 1 Timothy 6:16; 1 John 1:5; 
Revelation 21:23; 22:5. 
4 Isaiah 42:6,7; 60:1-3; Luke 1:78,79; 2:32; John 1:4-9; 3:19; 8:12; 
9:5; 12:35; Acts 26:23. 
5 Daniel 12:3; Acts 13:46,47; Ephesians 5:6-14; Philippians 2:12-16; 
1 Thessalonians 5:4-8. 
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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Discipleship Key: As Jesus’ disciples, 
we must represent God to the world. 

 

Goal: Seeing and Glorifying (5:16) 
5:16“Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father Who is in heaven.” 
 Men 

 We should make the connection between “let your light 
 shine before men” (5:13) with Jesus’ commission in 
 4:19. 

 How do we fit this together with what Jesus will teach in 
 6:1,2? The difference is in the motivation of the 
 person doing the good works. Jesus teaches us to 
 work toward the glory of our Father Who is in heaven, 
 not our own glory (or even the glory of our ministry or 
 church!). That motivation will be seen by others. 

 Good Works 
 How do we define “good works”? Again, context 

 answers this question for us. Jesus will spend the 
 rest of the chapter teaching a right understanding of 
 the Law of God to His disciples. Taking this passage 
 in connection with the rest of the chapter, we can 
 know Jesus is teaching us “good works” obedience 
 to that which God has commanded in His Word.6 

                                                           
6 Our Baptist forefathers similarly defined good works in this way: 
“Good works are only those works that God has commanded in His 
holy Word. Works that do not have this warrant are invented by 
people out of blind zeal or on a pretense of good intentions and are 
not truly good. These good works, done in obedience to God’s 
commandments, are the fruit and evidence of a true and living faith. 
Through good works believers express their thankfulness, strengthen 
their assurance, build up their brothers and sisters, adorn the 
profession of the gospel, stop the mouths of opponents, and glorify 
God. Believers are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

 As “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the world,” 
 we are called upon by Jesus to live distinctive lives – 
 lives distinctive because they are obedient to God’s 
 Law (again, the content of the rest of chapter 5). 

 We are not saved by good works, but saved to do works.7 
 Our Father 

 How God is Father to us: we are adopted as sons and 
 daughters through the eternal Son, and are 
 empowered to relate to God as Father by the 
 indwelling Holy Spirit.8 

 Notably, Jesus just taught us “blessed are the 
 peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God” 
 (5:9). 

 Glorifying the Father 
 In the “Lord’s Prayer,” Jesus will teach us to end the 

 prayer to the Father attributing all glory to Him alone 
 (6:13).9 

 The way the Father is glorified is if our works are 
 accompanied by words, words pointing to Him as the 
 Source of all good, the personal Power to do good as 
 sinful human beings, and the motivation to do good 
 by thankful children. 

 
Discipleship Key: Our words and actions mirror Jesus’ own, 

and must give glory to God and not to us. 

                                                           
good works” (The 1689 Baptist Confession in Modern English, 
16.1,2). 
7 Ephesians 2:8-10; Philippians 2:12,13; Titus 2:11-14;           
Hebrews 10:23-25; 1 Peter 2:11,12. 
8 John 1:12,13; Romans 8:14-17; Galatians 3:26; 4:4-7;        
Ephesians 1:3-6. 
9 Jesus shares glory with the Father (Matthew 16:27; John 1:14; 
11:41; 17:5,24; Hebrews 1:3; Revelation 5:12,13), and the LORD 
shares glory with no one (Isaiah 42:8; 48:11). This tells us the Father 
and Son are one God (the Christian doctrine of the Trinity). 


