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1 
Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Introduction 
 We’ve spent the last month worshiping together through 

 Hebrews 12. It’s one of those chapters that should be a 
 regular part of a believer’s spiritual diet.1 

 This is the last warning passage of this letter.2 
 

When God Speaks, Listen (12:25) 
12:25See to it that you do not refuse Him Who is speaking. For if those 
did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, 
much less will we escape who turn away from Him Who warns from 
heaven. 

 This letter has much to say about the speaking of God – in 
 fact, the letter began with God’s speaking (1:1,2).3 

 Who “is speaking”? The previous verse said believers have 
 come to “Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to 
 the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of 
 Abel” (12:24).4 

 Jesus has ascended to the throne of heaven.5 From there He 
 “warns” those on earth. How? Through His Church, 
 which proclaims His Word by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Two Mountains, Two Covenants (12:26,27) 
12:26And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, 
saying [Haggai 2:6], “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth, 
but also the heaven.” 12:27This expression, “Yet once more,” denotes 
the removing of those things which can be shaken, as of created 
things, so that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. 

                                                           
1 Along with Galatians 3, Philippians 3, and Colossians 3. 
2 See also 2:1-4; 4:12,13; 6:4-8; 10:26-31. 
3 See also 1:5-7,13; 3:7. 
4 This new section is connected to the previous one by the verb 
“speak” (12:24,25). 
5 1:3,8,13; 2:7,9; 4:14,16; 6:19,20; 7:26; 8:1; 9:12,24; 10:12. 
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 “His voice shook the earth then” (12:26) refers to the Lord’s 
 giving of the Law and the old covenant at Mount Sinai.6 

 This letter to the Hebrews is concerned with the superiority of 
 Christ, along with the passing away of the old covenant 
 and the establishment of the new covenant in that first 
 generation to which it was written.7 

 Quoting Haggai’s Second Sermon 
 In 12:26 the inspired writer quotes Haggai 2:6 (part of 

  Haggai’s second sermon, 2:1-9). God’s people have 
  returned from 70 years exiled in Babylon. A temple 
  has been built to replace Solomon’s destroyed  
  temple. The new on is small, and the people are  
  discouraged (2:3). God comforts them with two  
  realities: 

1. He is with them by the Person of His Spirit  
  (2:4,5). 

2. He is going to “shake the heavens and the earth, 
  the sea also and the dry land. I will shake all 
  the nations” (2:6,7). The result is that they 
  will bring “the wealth of the nations” and by 
  this God will make the new temple’s glory 
  greater than the old. This is described in 
  Isaiah 60, as well, where the “wealth of the 
  nations” is paralleled with “your sons” and 
  “your daughters.” In other words, the wealth 
  of the nations are God’s people being  
  gathered in. 

 “Heavens and Earth” = God’s Covenant with His People 
 The Bible frequently describes God’s covenant  

  relationship with His people as the whole “heavens 

                                                           
6 Exodus 19:18; Judges 5:5; Psalm 67:8; 77:18; 114:4-7. 
7 Jesus speaks about “the powers of the heavens will be shaken” 
(Matthew 24:29//Mark 13:25//Luke 21:26 – probably alluding to 
Isaiah 13:13). 
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  and earth.”8 To put it in our vernacular, we might say, 
  “our relationship with God is our everything.” It should 
  be. 

 In Psalm 78:69, the temple is compared to “the heights” 
  and “the earth.” 

 In Isaiah 51:16, the establishment of the covenant people 
  by the Word of God is paralleled with the words, “to 
  establish the heavens, to found the earth.” 

 In Isaiah 65:17-19, “I create new heavens and a new 
  earth” is paralleled with “I create Jerusalem” (“Her 
  people,” “My people”). 

 READ Hebrews 8:13. The end of the old covenant,  
  complete with the destruction of the temple, is in 
  mind.9 

                                                           
8 Two contemporaries with the apostle Paul also testify to this Jewish 
conviction. Jewish historian Josephus (A.D. 37-100) wrote this about 
the Tabernacle: “As for the inside [of the tabernacle], Moses parted 
its length into three partitions…this proportion of the measures of the 
tabernacle proved to be an imitation of the system of the world… [it] 
is, as it were, a Heaven peculiar to God; but the space of the twenty 
cubits, is, as it were, sea and land, on which men live, and so this part 
is peculiar to the priests only” (Antiquities of the Jews, 3.3.4). Philo 
(20 B.C.-A.D. 50), a Jewish philosopher from Alexandria, wrote, “the 
dress of the high priest…is a copy and representation of the world; 
and the parts are a representation of the separate parts of the 
world…the mantle over the shoulders is an emblem of heaven” (On 
the Life of Moses II, XXIV). 
9 In Jeremiah 4:23, the destruction of Jerusalem at the hand of the 
Babylonians is described as an undoing of creation itself: “I looked 
on the earth, and behold, it was formless and void; and to the 
heavens, and they had no light.” The only other place the phrase 
“formless and void” is found is Genesis 1:2, prior to creation. 
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 The “shaking” is the ending of the old covenant and the 
  establishment of a world-wide people in the new  
  covenant.10 

 

Motivated by a Hope in the Unshaken (12:28a) 
12:28aTherefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken… 

 This is important: the kingdom of God, with Christ as its King, 
 is the only kingdom that will last forever and will one day 
 fill all creation. As Christians, we ought to live as if we 
 actually believe this. 

 Thankfulness, Service, Fear of the Lord (12:28b) 
12:28b…let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an 
acceptable service with reverence and awe… 

 Hebrews 13:15,16 echo and elaborate on this verse. See 
 also Romans 12. 

 He Who Accepts Our Sacrifice (12:29) 
12:29…for our God is a consuming fire. 

 READ Deuteronomy 4:21-31. The LORD’s description as 
  a “consuming fire” is found in Deuteronomy 4:24. 

 The immediate context is the “blazing fire” of Mount 
  Sinai and the threat of the judgment of God’s Law it 
  represented. For those who “refuse Him Who is  
  speaking” (12:25), that is, Jesus, all that is left for 
  them is the judgment of the Law. 

                                                           
10 “…it is the dealing of God with the church, and the alterations 
which he would make in the state thereof, concerning which the 
apostle treats. It is therefore the heavens of Mosaical worship, and the 
Judaical church-state, with the earth of their political state belonging 
thereunto, that are here intended. These were they that were shaken at 
the coming of Christ, and so shaken, as shortly after to be removed 
and taken away, for the introduction of the more heavenly worship of 
the gospel, and the immovable evangelical church-state…this was far 
more great and glorious than the shaking of the earth at the giving of 
the law” (John Owen, 1616-1683). 


