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The Writer Identifies Himself (1:9) 
1:9I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are in 
Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 
 In Jesus 
  Tribulation 

 The “tribulation” is popularly understood to be a period of 3 ½ or 7 years at the end of 
 human history, but those numbers are never associated with the word “tribulation” 
 in the N.T. Jesus does seem to speak of a climactic tribulation at the end  
 (Matthew 24:9,21,29; Mark 13:19,24), but never mentions how long it will be. 

 The vast majority of N.T. texts that speak of “tribulation” describe it as the normative 
 experience for believers between Christ’s first and second coming. 

o It arises because of the Word of God (Matthew 13:21//Mark 4:17;  
 1 Thessalonians 1:6). 

o 2 Corinthians uses the word more than any other N.T. book, and it describes 
 Paul’s own difficulties. 

o Listen to a survey of the uses of this word in the N.T.: 
 “In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome 

 the world” (John 16:33). 
 “After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many 

 disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, 
 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to 
 continue in the faith, and saying, ‘Through many tribulations we 
 must enter the kingdom of God’” (Acts 14:21-22). 

 “…we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings 
 about perseverance” (Romans 5:3). 

 “…persevering in tribulation” (Romans 12:12). 
o Churches were already experiencing tribulation two millennia ago (Acts 11:19; 

 2 Thessalonians 1:4; Hebrews 10:33; Revelation 2:9-10). 
 This “tribulation” is “in Jesus,” that is, part of being one with Christ is to be hated by 

 this world: “…all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” 
 (2 Timothy 3:12). 

  Kingdom 
 There is some irony here: along with the “tribulation…in Jesus” is the “kingdom…in 

 Jesus.” We experience both at the same time. While on earth there is “tribulation,” 
 over the heavens and the earth King Jesus reigns.  

  Perseverance 
 Revelation 2:2-3,19; 3:10; 13:10; 14:12. 
 “Tribulation” and “perseverance” are mentioned together in Romans 5:3;   

 2 Corinthians 6:4; 2 Thessalonians 1:4. 
 The Word and Testimony 

 Again, just as in 1:2, the “word of God” is set in parallel to the “testimony of Jesus” (see  
  also 20:4). 

 

John Is Commissioned (1:10-11) 
1:10I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet, 
1:11saying, “Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna 
and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” 
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 The phrase “in the Spirit” will reoccur several times in the Revelation (4:2; 17:3; 21:10).1 
 The adjective κυριακός is only found in one other place in the N.T. (1 Corinthians 11:20). This has 

 most often been associated with Sunday. It seems possible, though, to consider this to be 
 “the day of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 5:5; 1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Thessalonians 2:2;  
 2 Peter 3:10). Also, note the connection between the Spirit and the Day of the Lord in Acts  
 2:16-20 (Joel 2:28-31).2 

 

John Sees Jesus Unveiled (1:12-16) 
1:12Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven golden 
lampstands; 1:13and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe 
reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash. 1:14His head and His hair were white 
like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire. 1:15His feet were like burnished bronze, 
when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters. 1:16In His 
right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was 
like the sun shining in its strength. 

 The seven lampstands are reminiscent of the menorah in the Tabernacle (Exodus 25,37; 
 Numbers 8). However, there are also lampstands mentions in Zechariah 4 (and the 
 Revelation has a lot of connection to Zechariah). 

 Compare with Daniel 10:4-6. 
 “…one like a son of man” (Daniel 7:13-14). 
 “…out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword” speaks the power and authority of the voice 

 and words of Jesus. 
 

John Is Comforted and Further Commissioned (1:17-20) 
1:17When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His right hand on me, saying, “Do 
not be afraid; I am the first and the last, 1:18and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive 
forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades. 1:19Therefore write the things which you have 
seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after these things. 1:20As for the 
mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven 
stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.” 
 John’s Reaction 

 Compare John’s reaction to Daniel’s in Daniel 10:7-12. 
 The glorified Jesus now takes on the title “first and the last,” a divine title previously seen in  

  1:8. 
 Jesus also references His resurrection and His conquering of death. 
 Notice the scope and tenses of what John is to write about: 

o “…the things which you have seen” 
o “…the things which are” 
o “…the things which will take place after these things.” 
o These phrases are allusions to Daniel 2:28-29,45. 

 Last week we saw that the very title “Revelation” also comes from Daniel 2, where   
  Nebuchadnezzar has a vision concerning a succession of four world empires, with the  
  LORD setting up His everlasting Kingdom during the fourth empire (Rome). 

 

 
1 In the rest of the N.T., it occurs in Matthew 22:43; Luke 2:27; Acts 19:21; Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 
6:11; Ephesians 2:22; 3:5; 4:23; 6:18; Philippians 3:3; Colossians 1:8; 1 Timothy 3:6. 
2 Meredith G. Kline (1922-2007) saw this connection in Genesis 3:8, as well, which he translated as “the 
Spirit of the Day” (God’s coming in judgment into the Garden). 
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 Elements of the Vision Explained 
  Mystery 
  Seven Stars 

 “…the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches…” The word translated “angel” 
 means “messenger” in both the Hebrew and Greek. We read in 1:11 that the letters 
 are sent to the seven churches. Either “angel” means that a local congregation has 
 an angelic being assigned to it, or this means something like “pastor.” 

  Seven Golden Lampstands 
 “…the seven lampstands are the seven churches.” In 2:5, Jesus will threaten to “remove” 

 the “lampstand” of the church in Ephesus if they do not repent. In other words, a 
 church can be unmade as a church by the Lord of the Church. 

 “…as the blood of the lamb was being sprinkled on the altar of burnt-offering, the second 
 priest ascended the three steps, hewn in stone, which led up to the candlestick. He 
 trimmed and refilled the lamps that were still burning, removed the wick and old oil 
 from those which had become extinguished, supplied fresh, and re-lit them from one 
 of the other lamps.”3 

 Jesus’ seven letters to the seven churches are His priestly ministry in trimming wicks, 
 replacing old oil, and relighting the lampstands which are His churches. 

 
3 Alfred Edersheim (1825-1889), The Temple: Its Ministry and Services, pg. 86. 


