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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Waiting for Jesus (11:2-6) 
11:2Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he 
sent word by his disciples 11:3and said to Him, “Are You the Expected 
One [lit., “Coming One”], or shall we look for someone else?” 
11:4Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what 
you hear and see: 11:5the blind receive sight and the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the 
poor have the gospel preached to them. 11:6And blessed is he who does 
not take offense at Me.” 
 John the Baptizer 

 3:1-17 introduced us to John the Baptist as the 
 messenger preparing the way for Jesus and baptizing 
 Jesus. John’s imprisonment marked the beginning of 
 Jesus’ earthly ministry (4:12). 

 Jesus’ own disciples had expectations of Him that had to 
 be corrected (John 14:9; Acts 1:6); it’s possible that 
 John is in the same situation.1 God uses times of 
 confounding our expectations both to test our 
 faith and to grow us in trusting Him. 

 We see in Matthew 16:13-15 that there was a lot of 
 speculation about Jesus’ identity. 

 Christ, the Coming One 
 The title “Christ” means “anointed,” a translation of the 

  Hebrew word  ַָמִׁשיח, “Messiah.”2 “Christ” is a title, not 
  a name. It is linked to David in the Bible, since he 
  was God’s chosen king, and symbol of the final King. 

 
1 Compare with 9:14. 
2 In the Law of Moses, the word “anointed” (from which we get 
“Messiah” and “Christ”) refers only to the priests of God      
(Leviticus 4:3,5,16; 6:22). It is Hannah (Samuel’s mother) who 
prophetically uses this word to refer to God’s chosen king for the first 
time (2 Samuel 2:10). 
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1 Peter 
1:10-12 

 “The Coming One” (Psalm 40:7; 118:26). John the Baptist 
  calls Him “the One Who is coming” in 3:11.3 

 The Old Testament Fulfilled 
 While not an explicit quote of any one O.T. verse, Jesus 

  alludes to numerous passages to show His ministry 
  to be the long-awaited fulfillment of God’s promises 
  (Isaiah 29:18; 35:4-6; 42:6-7; 61:1-3). 

 Beatitude 
 11:6 contains the tenth beatitude of Matthew (5:3-11; 

  13:16; 16:17; 24:46), and points to Isaiah 8:14-15 
  (see also 1 Peter 2:8). 

  

The Messenger of Jesus (11:7-15) 
 The Last and Greatest Prophet (11:7-10) 

11:7As these men were going away, Jesus began to speak to the 
crowds about John, “What did you go out into the wilderness to 
see? A reed shaken by the wind? 11:8But what did you go out to 
see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Those who wear soft 
clothing are in kings’ palaces! 11:9But what did you go out to see? 
A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a prophet. 
11:10This is the one about whom it is written [in Malachi 3:1], 
‘Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, 
Who will prepare Your way before You.’” 

 John the Baptist was bold (3:7; 14:3-4). There was 
 nothing comfortable or attractive about John’s 
 ministry – he didn’t proclaim Christ to them with the 
 niceties of the world. 

 John, as “a prophet…and one who is more than a 
 prophet,” was greater than all that came before him. 
 They either proclaimed the coming Christ or were 
 living symbols of Christ; John was the culmination of 

 
3 The first Lord’s Day of Advent is in 63 days (December 1). 
“Advent” simply means “arrival,” or coming. It is a word that 
describes both Christ’s first or second coming to the world. 
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 their ministries and lives, actually heralding Christ as 
 He began His ministry. 

 John, a Living Echo of Elijah (11:11-15) 
11:11“Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has not 
arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist! Yet the one who is 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 11:12From the 
days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers 
violence, and violent men take it by force. 11:13For all the prophets 
and the Law prophesied until John. 11:14And if you are willing to 
accept it, John himself is Elijah who was to come [Malachi 
4:5]. 11:15He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

 John is the last figure of the old covenant Age, and 
 greater than all who came before him because he 
 actually saw the coming of Christ. All who came 
 before Christ declared Him in symbols and signs; we 
 have the full revelation of Christ in the N.T., and so 
 can proclaim with clearer understanding than any 
 who came before. 

 John announced the coming of Christ, but now, in the 
 Gospel Age, we hear and proclaim the completed 
 saving work of Christ. 

 “Violence” against “the kingdom” began with John’s 
 ministry. This is likely the difficulty John himself 
 faced, the opposition Jesus promised the disciples 
 would face (10:17-23,28,34-39), and His own 
 suffering (16:21). For those in this world, to be in the 
 Kingdom of God is to experience difficulty 
 (Acts 14:22; Revelation 1:9). 

 What does the phrase in 11:15 mean (see also 
 13:9,16,43)? The answer in found in the Psalms: 
 READ Psalm 135:15-18 (paralleled from 115:4-8). 

o Having ears but not hearing describes the 
 spiritual condition of the idolater. We 
 resemble what we worship. Idols have ears 
 but cannot hear. 

o Those who have ears to hear are those who are 
 not idolaters, but worship the one true God of 
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 the Bible, the only living God, through His 
 Son Jesus Christ. 

 

Responsibility and Revelation (11:20-27) 
 Refusing the Wisdom of God (11:16-19) 

11:16“But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the market places, who call out to the other 
children, 11:17and say, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did 
not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 11:18For John 
came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 
demon!’ 11:19The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they 
say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

 Wisdom is personified in the O.T., especially in 
 Proverbs 1:20-33; 2:2-4; 3:13-18; 4:6-9,13; 7:4;  
 8:1-9:6). 

 Jesus is God’s wisdom incarnate in Matthew 12:42;
 13:54 (see also 1 Corinthians 1:30; Colossians 2:3). 

 Miraculous Evidence on Judgment Day (11:20-25) 
11:20Then He began to denounce the cities in which most of His 
miracles were done, because they did not repent. 11:21“Woe to 
you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles had 
occurred in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they would 
have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 11:22Nevertheless I 
say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day 
of judgment than for you. 11:23And you, Capernaum, will not be 
exalted to heaven, will you? You will descend to Hades [compare 
with Isaiah 14:13-15]; for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom 
which occurred in you, it would have remained to this day. 
11:24Nevertheless I say to you that it will be more tolerable for the 
land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for you.” 

 Jesus said something similar to this in 10:15. 
 What did these cities do that merits a worse punishment 

 than Sodom? They did not heed the Lord’s command 
 to “repent” (4:17). 


