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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Those Declared Right Will Pursue a Righteous Life
 (6:1) 
6:1“Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed 
by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father Who is in 
heaven.” 

 Sermon Structure 
 While the majority of Matthew 5 was concerned with a 

 right understanding of God’s Law for His people, 
 Matthew 6 teaches how a follower of Jesus and a 
 citizen of the kingdom of heaven “practices 
 righteousness.” This “righteousness” will be 
 described in three practices: giving to the poor  
 (6:2-4), prayer (6:5-15), and fasting (6:16-18) 

 “Righteousness” is an important theme in the “Sermon 
 on the Mount.” It is part of two of the Beatitudes 
 (5:6,10). The standard for “righteousness” among 
 Jesus followers is high (5:20). Seeking 
 “righteousness” as citizens of God the Father’s 
 Kingdom is the highest priority for Jesus followers 
 (6:33). 

 “Practicing…Righteousness” and Justification 
 In Romans 3:10, Paul states that “there is none 

 righteous, not even one.” 
 How can we be right, or righteous, before God now and 

 forever? Only by receiving a righteousness that is not 
 our own, but supplied by God.1  

 Jesus alone is the perfectly “Just,” or Righteous Man 
 (Acts 3:14; 7:52; 22:14; 1 Peter 3:18; 1 John 2:1). 

 We are declared righteous, or justified, before God now 
 and forever solely by faith in Jesus Christ. One of the 
 best places to understand this is Philippians 3:1-11. 

                                                           
1 READ Isaiah 45:24,5; 61:10-62:5; Jeremiah 23:5,6; 33:16;   
Romans 3:22; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Philippians 3:9. 
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 Our righteous acts are done only in faith-union with Him, 
 in imitation of Him, and by the help and power of His 
 Holy Spirit in us. READ 1 John 2:29; 3:7,10. John is 
 very helpful, for we see clearly in his words that we 
 are not children of God because we do righteous 
 things, but we do righteous deeds because we are 
 children of God in Christ. 

 Motivation Matters 
 The purpose of a Jesus follower’s good works is to 

 “glorify your Father Who is in heaven” (5:16), which 
 is now opposed by “…that they may have glory from 
 men” (6:2, NKJV). 

 “When a man's self, and not the glory of God, is the chief 
 end of any action, that cannot be called a good work, 
 nor will it have any reward” (John Gill, 1697-1771). 

 
Discipleship Key: We are made righteous 

before the Father in the Son, and do righteous things 
by the work of the Holy Spirit in us. God gets all the glory! 

 

Man’s Glory Is Short-Term(6:2) 
6:2“So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, 
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they 
may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in 
full.” 

 When You Give to the Poor: O.T. Foundations 
 Remember: In 6:1 Jesus introduces this new section 

 which could be titled, “practicing your 
 righteousness.” This will consist of giving, prayer, 
 and fasting. In other words, one way of 
 “practicing…righteousness” is giving “to the poor.” 
 We see this in the O.T., as well: Psalm 37:21b; 
 Psalm 112:9. 
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 Under the old covenant, the civil law contained numerous 
 commands for the support of the poor in Israel.2 See 
 also Psalm 41:1; Proverbs 11:25; 28:27. 

 When You Give to the Poor: New Testament Teaching 
 Jesus makes an assumption here: His followers will give 

 to the poor.3 This is in imitation of the Father (5:48), 
 Who gives “sun” and “rain” to all (5:45, compare 
 with 5:42). 

 Taking care of those in need does not get us into heaven, 
 but we reveal that heaven is not our inheritance by 
 our refusal to help the poor. 

 Religious Actors 
 The sin is not in being seen giving or known to be giving, 

 but when being seen or known giving is the 
 motivation for giving. 

 6:2 is the first time the label “hypocrite” occurs in the 
 Gospel of Matthew, but it is far from the last! The 
 word occurs 15 times in Matthew, more than any 
 other book in the N.T, mostly referring to the “scribes 
 and Pharisees.” In 23:28, Jesus gives the definition 
 of being a hypocrite. 

 
Discipleship Key: We care for the poor as an act of worship, 

imitating the Father’s graciousness in giving to all. 
It displays Him, not us. 

 
 
 

                                                           
2 Exodus 22:25; Deuteronomy 14:28-29; 15:1-11; 24:19-22;       
26:12-13. 
3 The rest of Scripture also assumes that those receiving help cannot 
themselves work. In Ephesians 4:28, receiving help when you can 
work is called stealing, and such a person is commanded to work so 
that “he will have something to share with one who has need.”  
READ 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13. 
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Giving As Unto the Lord (6:3,4) 
6:3“But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, 6:4so that your giving will be in secret; and 
your Father Who sees what is done in secret will reward you.” 

 Giving That Points to Christ 
 2 Corinthians 8-9 is a key section describing the nature of 

 Christian giving, which is empowered by God’s grace 
 (8:1,6,7,19; 9:8,14), is imitative of Christ (8:9), 
 increases the bond of believers (9:14), and results in 
 God receiving thanksgiving (9:12-15). 

 The All-Seeing Father 
 As we saw in Jesus’ teaching about the Law, God is 

 concerned with inward obedience as well as outward 
 obedience. 

 Jesus, Who is “the King” and Son of the “Father,” will 
 sit on a  throne of judgment. There we see that the 
 Son judges based on how those who were in need 
 among His “brothers” were cared for  
 (Matthew 25:31-46). Jesus’ brothers are those who 
 have done the will of His “Father Who is in heaven” 
 (12:46-50). This doesn’t mean that we are saved by 
 treating Christians well. It does mean that if we are 
 truly Christians, it will be obvious because we will 
 meet the needs of fellow brothers and sisters in 
 Christ. 

 READ 1 John 3:14,16,17. 
  Reward 

 5:12 speaks of a “reward in heaven,” and 6:20; 19:21 
 speak of “treasures in heaven.” As followers of 
 Jesus, we value the spiritual and eternal blessings of 
 heaven (Ephesians 1:3) above all else. 

 
Discipleship Key: Our claim to be followers of Jesus 

will be evaluated and eternally-established based 
on how we live that claim out in our daily lives with each other. 


