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Parables Reveal the Heart (13:10-12) 
 Question (13:10) 

13:10And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak 
to them in parables?” 

 A parable is a saying or story that requires thought and 
 understanding to reach beyond its surface meaning. 

 Knowing the Mysteries (13:11-12) 
13:11Jesus answered them, “To you it has been granted to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been 
granted. 13:12For whoever has, to him more shall be given, and he 
will have an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he 
has shall be taken away from him.” 

 The “it has been granted” is a divine passive; God is not 
 explicitly mentioned, but He is the One Who 
 “granted.” 

 Jesus did not tell stories, or parables, to make His 
 teaching clearer; He used parables as a test to reveal 
 His true disciples. 

 The word “mystery” in the Bible has a very specific 
 meaning.1 In the O.T., “mystery” is used exclusively 
 in Daniel 2:18-19,27-30,47; 4:9.2 

 “Mystery” does not mean something obscure or 
 “mysterious,” but something that must be revealed 
 to human beings by God. Once revealed, it is clear. 

 The same light that guides some blinds others. The same 
 Gospel that is the fragrance of life to some smells of 

 
1 In all four Gospels, the word “mystery” only occurs as Jesus is 
explaining His use of parables (Mark 4:11; Luke 8:10). 
2 The “night vision” of Daniel 2, given by the “God in heaven Who 
reveals mysteries,” is about a succession of empires (Babylon, Mede-
Persian, Greek, Roman) which end with God setting up His 
unstoppable Kingdom in the days of the fourth earthly empire. Jesus’ 
use of the word “mysteries” in connection with the “kingdom of 
heaven” tells us that Daniel 2 was being fulfilled by His ministry. 
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 death to others (1 Corinthians 1:22-24;   
 2 Corinthians 2:14-16). 

 It is not a matter of intelligence or education. Jesus said 
 to Nicodemus, “are you the teacher of Israel and do 
 not understand these things?” (John 3:9). It is a 
 matter of following Jesus, reading the Bible to see 
 Him, learn more of Him, and grow by the Spirit into 
 greater Christ-likeness, to make much of Jesus 
 above all things. 

 John the Baptist said, “A man can receive nothing unless 
 it has been given him from heaven” (John 3:27). 

 “Whoever has” refers to those who have heard the 
 message and responded by following Jesus. This 
 one will learn the ways of the Kingdom and be 
 spiritually fruitful. “Whoever does not have” is the 
 one who does not respond to the message with 
 fruitful obedience (13:18-23). 

 

Resembling What We Worship (13:13-15) 
13:13“Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they 
do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they 
understand. 13:14In their case the prophecy of Isaiah [6:9-10] is being 
fulfilled, which says, 
‘You will keep on hearing, but will not understand; 
You will keep on seeing, but will not perceive; 
13:15For the heart of this people has become dull, 
With their ears they scarcely hear, 
And they have closed their eyes, 
Otherwise they would see with their eyes, 
Hear with their ears, 
And understand with their heart and return, 
And I would heal them.’” 
 The Quote from Isaiah 

 Isaiah 6 is quoted in Mark 4:12; Luke 8:10; John 12:40; 
 Acts 28:26-27; Romans 11:8. 
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 To have ears that don’t hear and eyes that don’t see is 
 Old Testament language for an idolater: READ 
 Psalm 115:3-8; 135:15-18. 

 “…the phrase ‘the one having ears, let him hear’ and 
 close variants…has the dual function of signifying 
 that revelation in parables is intended to enlighten the 
 genuine remnant but blind those who, though they 
 confess outwardly to be part of the covenant 
 community, are really unbelievers and 
 idolatrous.”3 

 In this, the Gospel Age, this principle from Isaiah’s 
 commission is still true. Putting anything above God 
 (including yourself) is idolatry and will blind you to 
 hearing God in His Word. 

 Those who reject the message do not desire the 
 “kingdom of heaven,” because that means they are 
 not the arbiters of truth, they are not the standard of 
 right and wrong, and that there is a Judge over all to 
 Whom we must give answer. They are not the King, 
 and earthly matters do not guide the reign of 
 “heaven.” In regards to all the self-will, power, pride, 
 and posturing of the world, “He Who sits in the 
 heavens laughs” (Psalm 2:4). 

Overcoming the Darkness of Spiritual Blindness 
 To hear and see is a work of God (Proverbs 20:12). 
 It is a promise of the reign of the Messiah (Isaiah 32:1-4). 
 The ministry of the Gospel brings light to the spiritually 

 blind (Acts 26:16-18). 
 True Healing 

 “Healing” is more than just physical wholeness 
 (Luke 4:18; Acts 10:38; Hebrews 12:13;   
 1 Peter 2:24). It comes from hearing, understanding, 
 and turning to God. 

 
3 G.K. Beale, We Become What We Worship (Downers Grove, IL: 
IVP Academic, 2008), pg. 246. 
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 “Return” translates the O.T. idea of repentance.4 
 

Beatitude: Seeing and Hearing (13:16-17) 
 Happiness in Seeing and Hearing (13:16) 

13:16“But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, 
because they hear.” 

 This is the eleventh “Beatitude” in the Gospel of 
 Matthew.5 The greatest blessing in this life is to hear 
 the message of Christ, the saving King, and to 
 respond in humble repentance, trust, and obedience. 
 This the first of all true, eternal, spiritual blessings. 

 The parable of the sower (13:1-8,18-23) is continually 
 being illustrated every time the Word of God is read, 
 taught, or proclaimed.  

 The Privilege of the Gospel Age (13:17) 
13:17“For truly I say to you that many prophets and righteous men 
desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what 
you hear, and did not hear it.” 

 READ Luke 2:25-32 (see also Hebrews 11:13;  
 1 Peter 1:10-12). From Genesis 3:15 onward, all 
 those who believed the promises of God were waiting 
 for the coming of Christ. This side of the advent of 
 Christ, we should be thankful that the fullness of 
 God’s plan in Christ has been revealed. 

 Jesus is speaking to “the disciples.” They got to see the 
 realization of the promises of the O.T. with the earthly 
 ministry of Jesus. Now that Jesus is reigning over all 
 creation from heaven, we “see” and “hear” by the 
 Spirit-inspired testimony of those disciples: the New 
 Testament. 

 
4 See also Mark 4:12; Luke 1:16,17; 17:4; John 12:40; Acts 3:19; 
9:35; 11:21; 14:15; 15:19; 26:18; 28:27; 2 Corinthians 3:16;               
1 Thessalonians 1:9; James 5:19-20; 1 Peter 2:25. 
5 5:3-11; 11:6. 


