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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Introduction (2:12) 
2:12“And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: 
The One Who has the sharp two-edged sword says this…” 

 In 1:16, we read in the description of the glorified Jesus, “out of His mouth came a sharp two- 
 edged sword.” In 19:15, we read that this sword is to “strike down the nations” and “the 
 kings of the earth and their armies” who had “assembled to make war against Him Who sat 
 on the horse and against His army” (19:21). 

 This imagery comes from Isaiah 49:2, where the Servant of the LORD says, “He has made My 
 mouth like a sharp sword.” 

 Compare with Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12. 
 Do we really believe in the power of God’s Word? 

 

The Church in the Enemy’s Stronghold (2:13) 
2:13“‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My 
faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan 
dwells.’” 

 Last week we read of the civil authority under the control of the “devil” against the church (2:10). 
 The same situation is occurring in Pergamum, “where Satan’s throne is.” 

o In 29 B.C. a temple was dedicated in Pergamum to “the goddess Rome and…Augustus,” 
 that is, Caesar. This temple for worship of the Empire and Caesar serviced the entire 
 province of Asia Minor. 

o Satan has worked through ungodly civil government almost from the beginning in his 
 persecution of the saints of God – and that is His goal. He is not interested in 
 destroying nations, but perverting them and using them to harm the Church. 

o Jesus as the sword-bearer is significant; God gave the sword to civil government to 
 punish evil in service to Him (Romans 13:1-7). When civil government fails in this 
 role, it’s important to remember that it is Jesus Who is the highest authority. 

 

Spiritual Compromise (2:14-15) 
2:14“‘But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, 
who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to 
idols and to commit acts of immorality. 2:15So you also have some who in the same way hold the teaching 
of the Nicolaitans.’” 

 The faithful resistance to the outside world had led to doctrinal softness inside the Church. 
 When Balaam’s attempts to prophesy against Israel failed (Numbers 22-24), he apparently came 

 up with a different plan to harm Israel (Numbers 31:16). 
 “…the people began to play the harlot with the daughters of Moab. For they invited the people to 

 the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. So Israel joined 
 themselves to Baal of Peor, and the LORD was angry against Israel” (Numbers 25:1-3). 

 It’s important in the context of this letter to note Balaam’s fate: “…they also killed Balaam the son 
 of Beor with the sword” (Numbers 31:8; see also Joshua 13:22). His donkey even saw “the 
 angel of the LORD” with a drawn sword (Numbers 22:23), and Balaam himself saw this 
 sword-wielding foe (22:31)! 

 

Jesus Warring in the Church (2:16) 
2:16“‘Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war against them with the 
sword of My mouth.’” 
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To Those Who Overcome (2:17) 
2:17“‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to him 
I will give some of the hidden manna [τοῦ μάννα τοῦ κεκρυμμένου], and I will give him a white stone, 
and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.’” 
 Hidden Manna 

 In contrast to eating “things sacrificed to idols,” those who remain faithful to Christ will feast 
 on “the hidden manna.” 

 White Stone 
 A “white stone” represents a favorable verdict in judgment (as opposed to a black stone). 

 New Name 
 Compare with 3:12; 19:12; 22:3-4. 


