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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Waiting to Proclaim the Whole Jesus (12:15-16) 
12:15But Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. Many followed 
Him, and He healed them all, 12:16and warned them not to tell Who He 
was. 

 The Pharisees, in reaction to Jesus’ teaching and actions on 
 the Sabbath (12:1-14), begin to plan on taking action 
 against Him. Jesus’ withdrawal is what Jesus 
 commanded His own disciples to do when rejected 
 (10:23). 

 While Jesus did heal those who followed Him, He did not 
 come just to do miracles – this is why He gives them the 
 warning of 12:16. Spreading the word of a Jesus Who 
 heals your earthly woes alone is not enough. 

 Jesus came to die on the cross for sins and rise on the third 
 day. In doing so, He became the remedy to our greatest 
 problem: sin and death. This is the whole message of 
 Jesus that needed to go out. 

 

The Bible Proclaims the Servant (12:17) 
12:17This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet [in 
Isaiah 42:1-4]… 

 This is Matthew’s longest Old Testament quotation. 
 Isaiah 42:1-4 contrasts God’s Servant with the dead idols of 

 the lost (Isaiah 41:5-7,21-24,29). In Matthew, the 
 Pharisees had turned the Law of God into an idol through 
 their false understanding of it. Jesus, on the other hand, 
 being truly God – the Law-Giver Himself – has been 
 giving the only correct interpretation His entire ministry 
 thus far. 

 

The Father Proclaims His Servant (12:18a) 
12:18a“Behold, My Servant [Son] Whom I [Father] have chosen; 
My Beloved in Whom My soul is well-pleased; 
I will put My Spirit upon Him…” 
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 Behold 
 The one true God of the Bible is eternally distinguished 

 as three Persons Who are each fully God – this is the 
 doctrine of the Trinity, revealed in the Bible and 
 confessed by the Church for two millennia.1 

 These two biblical truths – the Trinity and Incarnation of 
 the Son – are mysteries. The word “mystery” in the 
 Bible refers to something that can only be understood 
 because God has revealed it in His Word. Human 
 reason and nature do not reveal these things 
 adequately or clearly. The only right response to 
 mystery – God’s revelation of Himself – is praise 
 (Daniel 2:19-23). 

 The Father’s Choice 
 The eternal Son of God has become one of us.2 The title 

 “Servant” points us to His humbling descent from 

 
1 Q. 8. What is God? A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and
 unchangeable in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice,
 goodness and truth. 
Q. 9. Are there more gods than one? A. There is but one only, the
 living and true God. 
Q. 10. How many persons are there in the Godhead? A. There are
 three persons in the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
 Spirit; and these three are one God, the same in essence, equal in
 power and glory.      
 - The Baptist Catechism, by Benjamin Keach (1640-1704). 
2 Q. 25. Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect? A. The only Redeemer
 of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, Who, being the eternal
 Son of God, became man, and so was and continues to be God
 and man, in two distinct natures and one person, forever. 
Q. 26. How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man? A. Christ,
 the Son of God became man by taking to Himself a true body and
 a reasonable soul; being conceived by the power of the Holy
 Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mary and born of her, yet
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 heaven to earth, and then to the lowest among men 
 (ultimately to His humiliation on the cross, death, and 
 burial). Aside from this quote, the title “servant” 
 (παῖς) is used of Jesus in the N.T. only in  
 Acts 3:13,26; 4:27,30.3 

 The Son is the “Chosen” of the Father. The related verb 
 is used to describe God’s choosing of us in salvation
 (2 Thessalonians 2:13). 

 The Beloved 
 The Father eternally and infinitely loves and delights in 

 His Son, the One Who perfectly reflects His glory and 
 character (Matthew 3:17; 17:5; John 3:35; 10:17; 
 17:24; Colossians 1:13). Believers are loved by faith-
 union with the Beloved. 

 The Anointing Spirit 
 The Son is one God with the Spirit. When the Bible 

 speaks of the Spirit anointing the Servant, it is the 
 empowerment of the Spirit on the human being Jesus 
 to fulfill God’s purpose (the Son laying aside the right 
 to use His own divine power). READ Isaiah 11:1-2; 
 61:1-3. Followers of Jesus live as He lived – by the 
 power of the Spirit alone. 

 You might be thinking, “this is a lot of deep stuff.” That’s 
 where the text leads us – into the depths of God! 
 Here the Spirit leads us out of our daily, earthly lives, 
 and into the eternal reality of God Himself. 
 Remember: we are not called to fully understand 
 (that’s impossible), but to be moved to awe and 
 praise of Him. 

 
 
 

 
 without sin.       
 - The Baptist Catechism, by Benjamin Keach (1640-1704). 
3 Sometimes translated “child,” it is used in Matthew in 2:16; 
8:6,8,13; 14:2; 17:18; 21:15. 
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The Message and Work of the Servant (12:18b-21) 
 A Message of Justice to the Nations (12:18b) 

12:18b“…and He shall proclaim justice to the Gentiles.” 
 “Justice” is the truth of God – what He declares to be 

 right and wrong. It also includes the Gospel, since 
 humanity is declared to be guilty before God, and we 
 are only made right with God because justice was 
 served in the pouring out of divine wrath on the Son 
 in the place of believers. All the peoples of the world 
 must hear this. 

 The Character of the Servant (12:19-20a)  

12:19“He will not quarrel, nor cry out; 
Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets. 
12:20aA battered reed He will not break off, 
And a smoldering wick He will not put out…” 

 Christ’s ministry was not like that of men. The Lowly One 
 came to minister to those humbled before Him. He 
 did not come in boisterous loudness or boasting. He 
 did not come to debate. Lowly He came, speaking 
 the truth with authority and ministering to those in 
 need. This description should be read in connection 
 with 11:29-30. 

 Jesus’ approach is to be ours. The world does not honor 
 gentleness and meekness. Do you, Christian? Is it 
 your goal? READ Matthew 5:5; Galatians 5:22-26; 
 Ephesians 4:1-3; Colossians 3:12-17;   
 1 Timothy 6:11-12; 2 Timothy 2:24-26; Titus 3:1-2; 
 James 3:13-18; 4:6; 1 Peter 3:4,15; 5:5. 

 The Victory of the Just One (12:20b-21) 
12:20b“…until He leads justice to victory.” 
12:21And in His name the Gentiles will hope.” 

 God’s standard of righteousness prevails in Christ. 
 The name of Jesus is the only hope of all the peoples of 

 the world (Acts 4:12). Compare with Romans 15:12. 


