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After being in explicitly non-Jewish country, Jesus returns to an area 
with a larger Jewish presence (15:39). Almost immediately, Jesus is 
confronted by the religious authorities from Jerusalem again (we get 
the impression they were waiting to ambush Him). 
 

Focused on the Wrong Things (16:1-4) 
16:1The Pharisees and Sadducees came up, and testing Jesus, they 
asked Him to show them a sign from heaven. 16:2But He replied to 
them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky 
is red.’ 16:3And in the morning, ‘There will be a storm today, for the 
sky is red and threatening.’ Do you know how to discern the 
appearance of the sky, but cannot discern the signs of the times? 
16:4An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a sign 
will not be given it, except the sign of Jonah.” And He left them and 
went away.  
 United in Opposition to Jesus 

 Other than 3:7, this is the only place in the Gospels  
  where “the Pharisees and Sadducees” are mentioned 
  together. The two groups have very different  
  teachings, and were often in opposition with each 
  other. It’s noteworthy that they worked together here 
  in their resistance to Jesus. 

 The “Pharisees” were the rigid religionists, so intent on 
  keeping the Law that they added their own laws and 
  traditions to improve upon what God had  
  commanded. 

 The “Sadducees” were wealthy deniers of spiritual or 
  eternal reality, focused on the worldly. 

 Both represent the tendencies in man-made religion: 
  legalism or worldly focus. 

 Jesus was a threat to the Pharisees because He ignored 
  their traditions and rules, teaching the truth of the 
  Word of God, along with the grace of the Gospel. 
  Jesus was a threat to the Sadducees because He 
  represented an eternal, heavenly, spiritual Kingdom 
  that was opposed to their worldly authority. Absolute 
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  allegiance to Jesus the King will always be met with 
  fear and resentment from worldly authority. 

 Self-righteousness and worldliness will blind you to the 
  most clear and amazing works of God – the more 
  your trust is in yourself of the world, the less you will 
  see Jesus. 

 Instruments of the Tempter  
 It has been since 4:1,3 that we’ve seen the verb here 

 translated “testing.” It was translated “tempted” and 
 “tempter.” When “the devil left Him” (4:11), it was 
 until he could tempt Jesus later. He does this through 
 “the Pharisees and Sadducees” here.1 

 READ 15:18-19. 
 May we speak words of edification and grace 

 (Ephesians 4:29). 
 Sign from Heaven 

 Jesus will later describe great trouble on the earth, 
 followed by the appearance of “the sign of the Son of 
 man in heaven” (24:30, KJV). 

 Our faith does not rely on seeking signs; Jesus warns 
 that there will be those who give false signs 
 (Matthew 24:24). See also Revelation 13:11-14. 

 This Generation 
 “Adulterous” is used here the way the O.T. Prophets 

 used it, describing an unfaithfulness to God.2 
 These men were intelligent, knew the Word of God, and 

 had been given numerous signs. It was not stupidity 
 that kept them from believing. It was a spiritual 
 deadness, a lack of faith. READ Romans 1:18-23. 

 Application: we are tempted to want more than what God 
 has given us, either in the all-sufficient revelation in 
 the Bible or in the spiritual provision which is ours in 
 Christ by the Holy Spirit. 

 
1 Later in 19:3; 22:18,35. 
2 Jeremiah 3:9; 5:7; 9:2; 23:10,14; Ezekiel 6:9; 23:37; Hosea 4:13; 
7:4. 
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o It reflects an attitude of ingratitude. 
o It opens the door for the lies of the devil. 
o It puts us in the position of judge of how God 

 should reveal and give. 
 Sign of Jonah 

 Compare this with 12:38-39. While Jesus doesn’t explain 
 “the sign of Jonah” here, He does in 12:40-41. 

 The “signs of the times” (16:3) were not future, “end-
 times” signs, but those “signs” that had already been 
 done and were present in their midst through Jesus’ 
 ministry. 

 

Beware of the Sneaking Influence of Unbelief
 (16:5-12) 
16:5And the disciples came to the other side of the sea, but they had 
forgotten to bring any bread. 16:6And Jesus said to them, “Watch out 
and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 16:7They 
began to discuss this among themselves, saying, “He said that 
because we did not bring any bread.” 16:8But Jesus, aware of this, 
said, “You men of little faith, why do you discuss among yourselves 
that you have no bread? 16:9Do you not yet understand or remember 
the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets [κόφινος, 
as in 14:20] full you picked up? 16:10Or the seven loaves of the four 
thousand, and how many large baskets [σπυρίς, as in 15:37] full you 
picked up? 16:11How is it that you do not understand that I did not 
speak to you concerning bread? But beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees.” 16:12Then they understood that He did not 
say to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees. 
 The Metaphor: Leaven 

 Jesus’ words in 16:6 played off the concerns of the 
 disciples in 16:5. 

 Leaven is to be cleansed from a house in preparation for 
 Passover (Exodus 12:15,19). It becomes symbolic for 
 something bad in a believer’s life   
 (1 Corinthians 5:6-8; Galatians 5:9). 
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 Obsessed with the Earthly 
 Bread has been a theme in 14:13-21; 15:21-28,32-38. 
 The disciples had allowed an earthly concern to 

 overshadow their concern for spiritual concerns. 
 Ironically, this second section highlights the fact that the 

 disciples themselves were somewhat blind to Jesus. 
 Despite the miracles of Jesus feeding the thousands, 
 they were focused on the fact that they had 
 “forgotten to bring any bread.” 

 “…little faith” is always directed by Jesus at His 
 disciples for their lack of trust in God’s provision 
 (6:30; 8:26; 14:31). 

 Jesus condemns the disciples as having “little faith” 
 since they’ve seen Him miraculously provide food for 
 the masses (14:13-21; 15:32-38). In addition, Jesus’ 
 teaching in the “Sermon on the Mount” had 
 condemned those of “little faith” who continually 
 ask, “what will we eat?” in the face of the Father’s 
 caring provision (6:25-32). 

 Our Danger 
 In the context of 16:1-4, Jesus may be focused on the 

 extreme cynicism of the “Pharisees and the 
 Sadducees.” 

o Instead of simply believing and obeying what 
 God has inspired in His Word, we sometimes 
 expect further proof of His will. 

 Anti-Gospel legalism. 
 Lack of a focus on heaven. 
 Letting worldliness define our Christianity. 


