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Today’s Most Popular – and Misunderstood – 
 Bible Verse (7:1-2) 
7:1“Do not judge so that you will not be judged. 7:2For in the way you 
judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be 
measured to you.” 
 Context: Christians Are to Judge (7:1) 

 This is one of the most popular verses in our culture 
 these days (and, sadly, among many in the Church). 
 The problem is that it is treated as an absolute 
 statement with no biblical context. 

 We are called to exercise judgment as followers of Christ 
 in the sense of having biblical discernment and 
 holding each other accountable: 

o We are to “judge” not “according to 
 appearance, but judge with righteous 
 judgment” (John 7:24). 

o We are to “judge” unrepentant sinners “within 
 the church” (1 Corinthians 5:3,11-13). 

o We are to have discerning individuals in the 
 membership to act as judges in disputes 
 within the membership (1 Corinthians 6:1-8). 

o We are to have discerning individuals in the 
 membership who “pass judgment” on what 
 is preached (1 Corinthians 14:29). 

o In the Gospel of Matthew itself, 18:15-17 shows 
 us that we are to exercise discernment, 
 judgment, and accountability. 

o Further, we are to judge the fruits of others in 
 determining the credibility of their confession 
 to be disciples of Jesus (7:15-20). 

 What Jesus is forbidding is not judgment in the sense of 
 discernment or accountability; Jesus is speaking of a 
 judgment that has a condemning attitude. 

 Right Judgment (7:2) 
 There are two problems that Jesus is addressing: 
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o Unfairly applied standards of judgment 
 (discernment and accountability). 

o A lack of self-awareness concerning our own 
 failures and sin. 

 On the reciprocity in this verse, compare with 6:14-15. 
 The Only Standard of Measure 

 We stand equally under a single standard of measure: 
 the Word of God. 

 In passages like Romans 14:1-15:7, however, we are 
 warned  against judging others on peripheral issues 
 related to conscience, especially when those weaker 
 in the faith are involved. 

 Compare with Romans 2:1; James 2:13; 4:11-12; 5:9. 
 
Followers of Jesus uphold the righteous standard of God’s Word 

– and are held accountable to it themselves. 
 

Parable from the Carpenter’s Workshop (7:3-5) 
7:3“Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do 
not notice the log that is in your own eye? 7:4Or how can you say to 
your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ and behold, the 
log is in your own eye?’ 7:5You hypocrite, first take the log out of your 
own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your 
brother’s eye.” 
 The Priority in Judgment (7:3-4) 

 Are we focused on the sins of others? 
 The repeated “brother” emphasizes the familial nature 

 of Jesus’ disciples, and says a lot about the attitude 
 of Christian judgment, discernment, and 
 accountability. 

 The Two-Fold Goal: Self-Correction and Helping Others 
  (7:5) 

 This is the only time the word “hypocrite” refers to 
 someone who is an apparent disciple of Jesus. “If 
 when we judged others, our real motive was to 
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 destroy evil, we should look for evil where it is certain 
 to be found, and that is in our own hearts.”1 

 We cannot hold others accountable until we ourselves 
 are held accountable by the same standard: God’s 
 Word (not our preferences, opinions, desires, etc.). 

 READ Matthew 15:1-11 for an example of the Pharisees’ 
 failure in judgment. 

 How do we keep our hearts in the right place in 
 exercising biblical judgment? The basis for 
 humbleness in judgment (discernment and 
 accountability) is the Gospel itself. The Law of God – 
 the only standard of judgment – has found me (and 
 all humanity) lacking. I am guilty before the Judge of 
 the universe. I deserve spiritual death, separation 
 from God and under His righteous wrath forever. So 
 do you. The only acquittal before Him is by 
 confessing Jesus - God’s perfectly righteous, 
 obedient, and holy Son Who went to the cross to take 
 the punishment for sinners. Nobody can rightly seek 
 to lead a person out of sin from a place of superiority 
 or self-righteousness. 

 If I bring judgment without the grace that is found in 
 Jesus, I fail as a disciple of Jesus. 

 “…then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your 
 brother’s eye” (7:5). It’s worth noting that Jesus 
 acknowledges the ultimate goal is removing that 
 “speck” of “your brother’s eye”! He does not 
 dismiss or ignore the “speck”!   
 READ Galatians 6:1-3; James 5:19-20; Jude 22-23. 

 
Followers of Jesus battle sin in themselves first, 

and extend the grace of the Gospel to help others out of sin. 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945), The Cost of Discipleship (New 
York: Simon & Schuster, 1959, reprint from 1937), pg. 185. 
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Balance: There Is a Standard of Holiness (7:6) 
7:6“Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls 
before swine, or they will trample them under their feet, and turn and 
tear you to pieces.” 

 At first, this verse seems to have nothing to do with what 
 Jesus has been saying. It does serve an important 
 purpose here, however. After giving cautions against self-
 righteous and hypocritical judgment of others, Jesus 
 knows our tendency will be to avoid all judgment and 
 discernment. 7:6 is meant to encourage discernment and 
 biblical judgment. It’s also a warning that correction will 
 sometimes be rejected by those who refuse to be 
 corrected (see Proverbs 9:8; 13:1; 26:4). 

 “Dogs” in the Ancient Near East (the culture of the peoples 
 of the Bible) were not regarded as family/household 
 companions, but as scavenging creatures that consumed 
 unclean food (Exodus 22:31). Similarly, “swine” were 
 unclean according to the O.T. Law (Leviticus 11:7; 
 Deuteronomy 14:8). 

 In the community of Jesus’ disciples – among those who 
 claim to be His followers – we are not permitted to 
 tolerate or accept unrepentant sin, unholiness, impurity, 
 and uncleanness. READ 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1  
 (and Revelation 22:14-15). 

 Those who refuse to submit to the discernment and 
 accountability of the Church show themselves to be not 
 truly part of Christ’s Church, since the Bible tells us to 
 hold one another accountable, to repent of sin, and to 
 help one another grow in the grace of Christ. 

 In the Church, we define sin according to the Scripture, and 
 by God’s grace battle it in our lives together by exercising 
 discernment, giving correction, proclaiming the cleansing 
 power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and submitting to 
 mutual accountability. 

 
Followers of Jesus must be known as a people 

who humbly repent of biblically-defined sin and seek the grace 
of God abundantly found in Jesus alone. 


