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Listen and Be Careful to Do (6:1-3) 
 The Blueprint for the Life of Generations (6:1-2) 

6:1“Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the judgments 
which the LORD your God has commanded me to teach you, that 
you might do them in the land where you are going over to 
possess it, 6:2so that you and your son and your grandson might 
fear the LORD your God, to keep all His statutes and His 
commandments which I command you, all the days of your life, 
and that your days may be prolonged.” 

 “Deuteronomy” means “second Law.” It is the text of a 
  covenant renewal the Lord made with the generation 
  after the Exodus. The generation of the Exodus out of 
  Egypt did not make it into the Promised Land  
  because they did not have faith in the Word of God 
  (Hebrews 3:19; 4:2). This second generation will be 
  led by Joshua into the place of covenant fellowship 
  (the Promised Land). 

 The Good Life (6:3) 
6:3“O Israel, you should listen and be careful to do it [6:25], 
that it may be well with you and that you may multiply greatly, 
just as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a 
land flowing with milk and honey.” 

 For God’s covenant people, there is a connection  
  between hearing God’s Word, doing it, and  
  multiplying “greatly.” 

 

His Word is Our Life (6:4-9) 
 Love God (6:4-5) 

6:4“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! 
6:5You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your might.” 

 We learn here that God’s view of “love” and the view of 
  love in this age are not the same. God believes  
  “love” is something that can be controlled by our 
  will. The attitude of this age is that “love” is something 
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  that is out of our control – we irresistibly fall in love, 
  fall out of love, must love whoever we feel like we 
  love regardless of who it is, etc. 

 6:5 is quoted by Jesus in Matthew 22:37; Mark 12:29-30; 
  Luke 10:27 as the “great and foremost   
  commandment.” 

 On Your Heart (6:6) 
6:6“These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on 
your heart.” 

 “These words,” or ַהְּדָבִרים ֵאֶּלה , is Hebrew title to  
  Deuteronomy, taken from 1:1. 

 Loving God with all we are is connected to His Word.1 To 
  “love the LORD your God with all your heart” is to 
  have “these words…on your heart.” 

 There is no loving God apart from His Word; one of the 
  greatest blessings of salvation is that He puts His 
  Word in our hearts (Jeremiah 31:33; Ezekiel 11:19; 
  36:25-27; Hebrews 8:10; 10:16). 

 The Mark of Your Whole Life (6:7-9) 
6:7“You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way 
and when you lie down and when you rise up. 6:8You shall bind 
them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your 
forehead. 6:9You shall write them on the doorposts of your house 
and on your gates.” 

 

Two Warnings (6:10-19) 
 Do Not Forget (6:10-15) 

6:10“Then it shall come about when the LORD your God brings 
you into the land which He swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, to give you, great and splendid cities which you did 
not build, 6:11and houses full of all good things which you did not 

 
1 Exodus 20:6; Deuteronomy 5:10; 7:9; 11:1,22; 19:9; 30:16;      
Joshua 22:5; Daniel 9:4; John 14:15,23; 15:10; 1 John 5:2-3. 
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Saving grace 
is the 

beginning of 
God’s Law. 

(5:6). 

fill, and hewn cisterns which you did not dig, vineyards and olive 
trees which you did not plant, and you eat and are satisfied, 
6:12then watch yourself, that you do not forget the LORD Who 
brought you from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 
6:13You shall fear only the LORD your God; and you shall 
worship Him and swear by His name. 6:14You shall not follow 
other gods, any of the gods of the peoples who surround you, 
6:15for the LORD your God in the midst of you is a jealous God; 
otherwise the anger of the LORD your God will be kindled 
against you, and He will wipe you off the face of the earth.” 

 6:10-11 describes the grace of God, whereby He gives to 
  His people what they did not earn. Along with the 
  blessedness of grace, however, comes a temptation 
  to become spiritually complacent, or worse:  
  idolatrous. READ Colossians 3:5 (it is a short  
  distance between the 10th Commandment and the 
  1st Commandment). 

 O.T. earthly blessings foreshadow the spiritual, heavenly, 
  eternal blessings in Christ (Ephesians 1:3). 

 God as “jealous” is part of the Ten Commandments 
  (Exodus 20:5; Deuteronomy 5:9). See also  
  Exodus 34:14; Deuteronomy 4:24. 

 Jesus quotes 6:13 against the devil in Matthew 4:10; 
  Luke 4:8. 

 Do Not Test (6:16-19) 
6:16“You shall not put the LORD your God to the test, as you 
tested Him at Massah [see Exodus 17:1-7]. 6:17You should 
diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, and 
His testimonies and His statutes which He has commanded you. 
6:18You shall do what is right and good in the sight of the LORD, 
that it may be well with you and that you may go in and possess 
the good land which the LORD swore to give your fathers, 6:19by 
driving out all your enemies from before you, as the LORD has 
spoken.” 
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 This passage becomes part of the worship of God’s  
  covenant people (Psalm 95:8-11; read also  
  Hebrews 3:6-4:7). 

 Jesus quotes 6:16 against the devil in Matthew 4:7;  
  Luke 4:12. He used the Word as a weapon of  
  Spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6:17). 

 

Generational Mission (6:20-25) 
 Household Liturgy (6:20) 

6:20“When your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What do 
the testimonies and the statutes and the judgments mean which 
the LORD our God commanded you?’” 

 We are reminded here who is primarily responsible for 
  the spiritual training of children (see also  
  Exodus 12:26; 13:14; Joshua 4:6-7,21-24). This  
  question also assumes enough adult commitment to 
  God’s Word that it is noticeable by the children. 

 Deeds of the Promise-Keeping God (6:21-23) 
6:21“…then you shall say to your son, ‘We were slaves to Pharaoh 
in Egypt, and the LORD brought us from Egypt with a mighty 
hand. 6:22Moreover, the LORD showed great and distressing signs 
and wonders before our eyes against Egypt, Pharaoh and all his 
household; 6:23He brought us out from there in order to bring us 
in, to give us the land which He had sworn to our fathers.’” 

 The Ten Commandments don’t start with   
  commandments, but with God’s gracious salvation for 
  His people (Exodus 20:2; Deuteronomy 5:6; compare 
  with Colossians 1:13). 

 Applying the Past to Today (6:24-25) 
6:24“So the LORD commanded us to observe all these statutes, to 
fear the LORD our God for our good always and for our survival, 
as it is today. 6:25It will be righteousness for us if we are careful to 
observe all this commandment before the LORD our God, just as 
He commanded us.” 

 Obedience is the fruit of having received grace. 


