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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Jesus, the Life-Giver, Part 1 (9:18-19) 
9:18While He was saying these things to them [the disciples of John the 
Baptist, 9:14], a synagogue official came and bowed down before 
Him, and said, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay Your 
hand on her, and she will live.” 9:19Jesus got up and began to follow 
him, and so did His disciples. 

 Remember what Matthew wrote introducing Jesus’ public 
 ministry: READ 4:16 (quoting Isaiah 9:2). 

 Death. The last enemy (1 Corinthians 15:26). The curse 
 (Genesis 3:19). The weapon of our soul’s sworn enemy 
 (Hebrews 2:14-15). Hope (John 11:21-27). 

 

Jesus, the Healer (9:20-22) 
9:20And a woman who had been suffering from a hemorrhage for 
twelve years, came up behind Him and touched the fringe of His 
cloak; 9:21for she was saying to herself, “If I only touch His garment, I 
will get well.” 9:22But Jesus turning and seeing her said, “Daughter, 
take courage; your faith has made you well.” At once the woman was 
made well. 

 Like the leper of 8:1-4, the woman’s condition made her 
 ceremonially unclean, and therefore excluded from the 
 social and religious life of the Jews (Leviticus 15:19-33). 

 The three-fold use of the verb translated “well” (σῴζω) is 
 significant, since this is the only place it refers to physical 
 healing in Matthew’s Gospel.1 Every other use refers to 
 salvation (1:21; 10:22; 16:25; 18:11; 19:25). 
 READ Leviticus 15:31. “Uncleanness” separated from 
 the “tabernacle” of God’s presence in the midst of His 
 covenant people; it was a death (since separation from 
 God’s presence is death). 

 This woman’s action has been counterfeited for ages by 
 those who promote so-called “anointed” objects that can 

 
1 The normal verbs for healing are θεραπεύω (16 times in Matthew) 
and ἰάομαι (8:8,13; 13:15; 15:28). 
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 grant healing or blessing. This is descriptive, not 
 prescriptive. 

 What is the command of Scripture to the sick? Prayer, yes. 
 Not blessed or anointed objects such as a piece of cloth. 
 What is the command of Scripture to the sick? 
 READ James 5:13-16. It’s rooted in the local church. 

 

Jesus, the Life-Giver, Part 2 (9:23-26) 
9:23When Jesus came into the official’s house, and saw the flute-
players and the crowd in noisy disorder, 9:24He said, “Leave; for the 
girl has not died, but is asleep.” And they began laughing at Him. 
9:25But when the crowd had been sent out, He entered and took her by 
the hand, and the girl got up. 9:26This news spread throughout all that 
land. 

 While people often try to avoid using the word “dead,” Jesus 
 isn’t just being polite here. The metaphor “asleep” 
 implies a condition from which someone could awaken.2 

 We have resurrection by union with Christ, Who has 
 conquered death. READ Romans 6:1-11;  
 Ephesians 2:5-6; Philippians 3:7-11. 

 

Jesus, the Sight-Giver (9:27-31) 
9:27As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed Him, crying 
out, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!” 9:28When He entered the 
house, the blind men came up to Him, and Jesus said to them, “Do 
you believe that I am able to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, 
Lord.” 9:29Then He touched their eyes, saying, “It shall be done to 
you according to your faith.” 9:30And their eyes were opened. And 
Jesus sternly warned them: “See that no one knows about this!” 
9:31But they went out and spread the news about Him throughout all 
that land. 

 
2 Daniel 12:2; John 11:11-14; 1 Corinthians 15:6,20; Ephesians 5:14; 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 5:10 
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 The Davidic Covenant is a massively important foundation 
 stone for the Gospel of Matthew.3 Here’s how I define the 
 Davidic Covenant: The Father’s promise to the Son 
 through David to appoint the Son as the Father’s 
 representative King over all. Every time you see the 
 title “Christ” (the Greek translation of the Hebrew word 
 “Messiah”), you are  seeing a title related to this covenant 
 – it describes God’s anointed King.4 

 These “two blind men” call on Jesus as “son of David,” 
 God’s chosen King. How does their blindness relate to 
 Jesus’ role as King? While their blindness isn’t 
 necessarily because of their sin, blindness is part of a 
 reality broken by sin – it wasn’t part of God’s original 

 
3 Jesus is frequently linked with David in the Gospel of Matthew: 1:1; 
9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 20:30-31; 21:9,15. If you want to familiarize 
yourself with the Davidic Covenant, take time to READ           
Genesis 17:6,16; 2 Samuel 7:8-16; 1 Chronicles 17:10-14;                  
2 Chronicles 21:7; Psalm 2:1-12; 89:26-36; 132:10-12; Isaiah 9:6,7; 
Jeremiah 23:5; 30:9; 33:15-17,20,21; Ezekiel 34:23-25; 37:21-28; 
Hosea 3:5. The New Testament begins and ends with references to 
Jesus being the fulfillment of the Davidic covenant: Matthew 1:1; 
20:30,31; 21:9,15; Luke 1:27,32,69; 2:4; 3:23-31; Acts 2:30; 
13:22,23,32,34; 2 Timothy 2:8; Revelation 5:5; 22:16. That’s a lot of 
Scripture references! That should tell you how important this is as a 
biblical theme! 
4 Why did the “two blind men” need a king? Why do we need a king? 
“…for our rescue and security from our spiritual adversaries, we need 
His kingly office to convince, subdue, draw, uphold, deliver, and 
preserve us to His heavenly kingdom” (1689 Baptist Confession of 
Faith, 8.10). 
“Q. 30. How does Christ execute the office of a king? 
A. Christ executes the office of a king, in subduing us to Himself, 
in ruling and defending us, and in restraining and conquering all His 
and our enemies.” From the Baptist Catechism, by Benjamin Keach 
(1640-1704). 
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 good creation. Jesus the King will ultimately make all 
 things good in Him – there will be no more blindness. 
 They saw what the religious elite could not see. 

 In His light we see light. READ 2 Corinthians 4:1-6,16-18. 
 

Jesus, the Deliverer from Darkness (9:32-34) 
9:32As they were going out, a mute, demon-possessed man was brought 
to Him. 9:33After the demon was cast out, the mute man spoke; and the 
crowds were amazed, and were saying, “Nothing like this has ever 
been seen in Israel.” 9:34But the Pharisees were saying, “He casts out 
the demons by the ruler of the demons.” 

 This is a prelude to a longer section we’ll read in 12:22-32. 
 Dear saints, never, ever live ignorant of spiritual darkness: 

 “…we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
 principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
 darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in 
 high places” (Ephesians 6:13, KJV).  
 READ 2 Corinthians 10:3-5. 

 What is the motivation behind the Pharisees’ slander of 
 Jesus? Jesus was a threat to their established power and 
 authority in the covenant community. Jesus has been 
 opposing their stronghold since the “Sermon on the 
 Mount” (5:20; 7:29). 

 All of these temporary mercies of Jesus on the dead, the 
 chronically ill, the blind, and the unspeaking are not an 
 end unto themselves. Jesus did not come to make a few 
 lives better here on earth. These miracles point to a final, 
 perfect restoration of a sin-broken creation. The blessing 
 of the healing was temporary, but for those in Christ, the 
 second act is eternal, permanent, and glorious. 

 READ Romans 8:23; 2 Corinthians 5:1-5. We groan now in 
 these bodies, but this life isn’t the whole story. 

 Despite the notoriety of the miracles, it still didn’t result in 
 widespread faith in Capernaum (11:23-24). Have your 
 spiritual eyes been opened to the beauty, glory, and truth 
 of the Gospel of Jesus Christ? Apart from Jesus alone 
 you don’t know salvation, and you don’t know God. 


