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Together guiding every person to completion in Christ alone… 

Correcting Wrong Interpretations of the Law 
 (5:21) 
5:21“You have heard that the ancients were told [in Exodus 20:13// 
Deuteronomy 5:17], ‘You shall not commit murder’ and ‘Whoever 
commits murder shall be liable to the court.’” 

 Matthew 5:21-26 is the first of six teachings on God’s moral 
 Law for His covenant people. 

 The second phrase doesn’t exactly match any specific 
 Scripture, but does follow a general principle found in the 
 Law (Exodus 21:12; Leviticus 24:17; 
 Deuteronomy 17:8-13). Jesus is summing up the tradition 
 attached to the Law here. 

 The 6th commandment will also show up in Matthew 19:18. 
 

Discipleship Key: Interpretations and applications of the Bible 
must be faithful to the whole Bible itself. 

Examine the Scriptures (Acts 17:11). Be discerning! 
 

God’s Standard Begins with Our Hearts (5:22) 
5:22“But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall 
be guilty before the court; and whoever says to his brother, ‘You 
good-for-nothing,’ shall be guilty before the supreme court; and 
whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery 
hell.” 

 Jesus is not contradicting the sixth commandment! 5:20, 
 which serves as an introduction to this section, tells us 
 that Jesus is opposing the interpretation of the law by 
 “the scribes and Pharisees.” The “I” in the original 
 Greek is emphatic; Jesus is put the weight on His own 
 authority (recognized in 7:29). 

 We should immediately see the need for grace. Nobody has 
 been free of anger at a fellow human being. 

o Before we come to trust Jesus alone for our 
 salvation, the Law shows us our sin and our need 
 for a Savior (Galatians 3:22-24). If we’ve broken 
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 only one commandment, we are guilty of them all 
 (James 2:10,11). The law-breaker is under the 
 curse of God (Deuteronomy 27:10;  
 Galatians 3:10). 

o We find gifted grace, welcoming mercy, and full 
 forgiveness when we trust Jesus alone for our 
 salvation (Acts 2:38; Romans 5:8-9; 6:23; 8:1; 
 Ephesians 2:8-10; 1 John 1:9). 

 Anger Is Murder 
 This is the mistake of the “scribes and Pharisees” (5:20): 

 they considered the Law to restrain only outward sin, 
 and completely missed the inward root of it in our 
 corrupted nature. 

 “You fool” must be understood concerning its 
 motivation, since Jesus (Matthew 23:17; Luke 11:40; 
 24:25), Paul (1 Corinthians 15:36; Galatians 3:1,3), 
 and James (James 2:20) use this title in their efforts 
 to bring people to conviction. When we call names in 
 hate, anger, frustration, mocking, or in looking down 
 on someone, it is a sin rooted in anger. Since our 
 hearts are deceitful (Jeremiah 17:9), and we don’t 
 always know our own true motivations, it’s wisest for 
 us to avoid calling names. 

 READ Romans 13:8b-10. We see that violation of the 
 6th commandment is a violation of the second-
 greatest commandment to love our neighbor as 
 ourselves.1 

 Jesus will teach something similar to this in 12:33-37; 
 15:18-20a. 

 Everyone Who Is Angry with His Brother 
 Notice Jesus doesn’t play the game of whether anger is 

 justified or “righteous.” He doesn’t address why you 
 got angry. 

                                                           
1 Leviticus 19:18; Matthew 19:19; 22:39; Mark 12:31,33; Luke 10:27; 
Romans 13:9; Galatians 5:14; James 2:8. 
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 Consider the wisdom of God concerning anger: 
 READ Proverbs 14:17,29-30; 15:1-2,18; 16:32; 
 19:11; 27:4; 29:8,22; 30:32-33.2 James, the wisdom 
 book of the N.T., also addresses anger: “…everyone 
 must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to 
 anger; for the anger of man does not achieve the 
 righteousness of God” (James 1:19,20). 

 Take time to study these passages: Galatians 5:13-26; 
 Ephesians 4:17-5:2; Colossians 3:1-15;  
 James 3:13-4:4. According to these verses, what 
 spiritual problems manifest themselves in anger? Do 
 these passages offer remedies? 

 If you struggle in this area, it is not hypocritical to affirm 
 that Jesus’ words here are true. It is hypocritical to 
 tell everyone that you perfectly meet this standard. 
 You don’t. 

 It’s not legalistic to uphold this standard. It is legalistic to 
 uphold it as the way to salvation, right standing 
 before God, and eternal life. Those blessings are 
 found only by faith in Christ alone. 

 
Discipleship Key: True Christian love and obedience 

start in the heart and produce outward fruit. 
 

The Importance of Reconciliation: Two Parables 
 (5:23-26) 

 Jesus begins using a singular, not plural, you, indicating that 
 He’s shifting how He’s speaking; it’s because what 
 follows are not commands, but illustrations of His 
 commands. 

 Parable: Horizontal Conflict Affects Vertical Worship 
  (5:23,24) 

5:23“Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and 
there remember that your brother has something against you, 

                                                           
2 See also Psalm 37:7-11; Ecclesiastes 7:9. 
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5:24leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be 
reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your 
offering. 

 Compare with Mark 11:25, where it is not sacrifice, but 
 prayer that is hindered by broken relationships. We’ll 
 see a similar connection later in this sermon 
 (Matthew 6:14,15).3 

 Jesus is speaking in Galilee, and the only “altar” is in 
 Jerusalem; that’s a long way to head back! He uses 
 this extreme example to highlight the importance of 
 pursuing reconciliation. 

 Parable: The Urgency of Pursuing Peace (5:25,26) 
5:25Make friends quickly with your opponent at law while you are 
with him on the way, so that your opponent may not hand you 
over to the judge, and the judge to the officer, and you be thrown 
into prison. 5:26Truly I say to you, you will not come out of there 
until you have paid up the last cent.” 

 Humbleness and graciousness are far cheaper than 
 demanding justice or fairness on one hand, or 
 stubborn obstinance on the other. 

 “Prison” is not part of the Old Testament Law, so either 
 Jesus is speaking of a hypothetical situation, a 
 Roman prison, or a symbol of “hell” (tying this in 
 with 5:22).4 

 
Discipleship Key: Jesus urges His followers 

to see peacemaking as important as worship. 

                                                           
3 There are numerous O.T. passages that show the LORD’s priority of 
right treatment of fellow covenant community members above 
obedience to sacrificial laws (Proverbs 21:3; Isaiah 1:10-17;  
Jeremiah 22:13-17; Hosea 4:1; 6:6). 
4 In 18:23-25, prison is not the result, but enslavement (which is in 
line with Old Testament Law). See also Luke 12:58-59. 


